History chapter 1

THE EVENT OF MUBAHILA - PART 1
In the early days of Islam, Najran was a large centre of people who had changed from idol worship to Christianity. The Prophet (S) had sent letters to the heads of different countries inviting them to Islam. One such letter was addressed to the Christians of Najran. It read as follows:
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By using the names of the ancient Prophets (A), the Prophet (S) wanted to let the Christians of Najran know that the belief in One God he was teaching was the same as that preached by the previous Prophets Ibrahim, Ishaaq and Ya'qub (A), in whom they also believed. It is also mentioned that the Prophet (S) included the following verse of the Holy Qur'an in the letter:

Say, (O Muhammad), "O people of the Book (Bible), come to an agreement between us and you; that we shall worship none but Allah, and that we shall claim no partner to Him, and that none of us shall take others for lords besides Allah." And if they turn away, then say, "Bear witness that we are Muslims (those who have surrendered to Allah)."  .        (Aal e Imran- aayat 6)                               
When this message was delivered to Abu Haris, who was the Asqaf and 

leader of the Church, he read it carefully and then appointed a committee of some religious and wise people to decide on the matter. 

One of them, who was an experienced and intelligent person, advised that a group representing the people of Najran should go to Madina to study the claim of Prophethood by the Prophet (S).

60 people, considered to be the most wise and knowledgeable from the people of Najran, were elected. 

They were led by three of their religious men. The group arrived in Madina and entered the mosque wearing silken clothes, golden rings and crosses around their necks. On seeing them dressed in this fashion, the Prophet (S) was disturbed and he ignored them. They realised that something was wrong but were unsure as to what to do.

On the advice of Imam Ali (A) the delegation of Najran changed their style of dress to simple clothes and removed their ornaments. They then returned to the Prophet (S) who received them with a warm welcome. Before they entered into a discussion, they requested for permission to say their prayers and this was granted. They were put in one part of the mosque where the could pray with ease and comfort. Then the following conversation took place:

The Prophet (S): I invite you towards the belief of Tawhid and the worship of One God and submission to His will. (Then he recited verse 64 of Surah Ale Imran.)

Christians Fathers: If Islam means faith in the One God of the Universe, we already believe in Him and follow His Commands.

The Prophet (S): Islam has a few signs and some of your actions show that you have not accepted true Islam. How do you claim worship of One God when you worship the cross and do not abstain from eating pork and believe that God has a son?

A Christian Father: Certainly he [Isa (A)] was the son of God because his mother Mary [Maryam (A)] had given birth to him without marrying anyone in this world. Therefore obviously his father is the God of this 

Universe. We also believe in Jesus [Isa (A)] as God because he used to bring the dead back to life, cure the sick and create birds from clay and make them fly. All this points to the fact that he is God.

The Prophet (S): No, he was the servant and creature of God, and placed in the womb of his mother Maryam (A). All his power and strength was granted to him by God.

At this time, angel Jibraeel (A) brought the following verse of the Holy Qur'an from Allah 

Surely the example of Isa to Allah is like that of Adam; He created him from dust, and then said to him, "Be!" and he was  (Aale imran-aayat 59)
This meant that if Isa (A) could be called the son of God because of the fact he was born without a father, then Adam (A) deserved this title more, because he was born without a father or mother. The Christian Fathers could not reply to this argument but they continued to argue out of obstinacy. Then the following verse of the Holy Qur'an was revealed:

   And whoever argues with you in this matter after what has come to you of knowledge, then say, "Come, let us call our sons and your sons and our women and your women and ourselves and yourselves, then let us humbly pray (to our Lord) and invoke the curse of Allah upon the liars (Aale Imran-aayat 61)
 The Prophet (S) produced this verse before the Christians and declared the challenge of "Mubahila", which means to curse one another. The Christians consulted each other and announced their acceptance of the challenge. Then they returned to their camp.  
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THE EVENT OF MUBAHILA - PART 2
When the Christians of Najran returned to their tents after accepting the challenge of Mubahila, their leader advised them in these words:

"Tomorrow if Muhammad comes out of his house with the members of his family, then you should never agree to Mubahila. But if he brings his companions, then you need not fear at all and you should certainly go for to Mubahila."

He knew that the Mubahila was a question of life and death for both the sides, including their family members. If the Prophet (S) had the slightest doubt in the truth of the message of Islam, he would not have given the challenge of Mubahila to the Christians. If he had the slightest fear of the curse affecting him and the close members of his family, he would not have considered coming out with them to face the Christians.

It was agreed between the two parties that the contest would take place the next day in the open desert outside the city of Madina. On the 24th of Zilhaj 9 A.H., the Prophet (S) came out for Mubahila. He held Imam Husain (A) in his arms and he held Imam Hasan (A) by his hand. Lady Fatimah (A) came behind him, while behind her came Imam Ali (A). The Prophet (S) said to them, "when I pray you should say Ameen."

In obedience to the verse of Mubahila sent by Allah , the Prophet (S) had brought Imam Hasan (A) and Imam Husain (A) as his "sons", Lady Fatima (A) as his "women" and Imam Ali (A) as his "self".

The Christian Fathers, on seeing the beautiful and shining faces in front of them became spellbound. Their hearts trembled and they began to shake on seeing the power radiating from Ahlul Bayt (A). Their leader asked someone, "who are these persons, who have come with Muhammad?" The man told him the names and their relationship with the Prophet (S).

He could hold his patience no longer and he cried out, "by God, I am seeing such faces that if they were to pray to God to move the mountain, God Almighty would move the mountain for them. 

Oh you people of Najran, if you contest with Muhammad in this prayer of invoking curses on the liars, then I warn you that all of you will be destroyed and not a single soul will remain on this earth. I feel that it would be better to surrender to them and obey them."

When the Prophet (S) heard these words he remarked, "by God, had the Christians of Najran contested with us, they would have been transformed into monkeys and swines. Fire would have rained over them."

When the Christian Fathers backed away from Mubahila, the Prophet (S) gave them two choices; either to accept Islam or agree to come to terms. 

The Christians would not agree to accept Islam and therefore a treaty was signed on the following terms:

1.
Every year, the Christians of Najran would give to the Islamic Government two thousand pieces of clothing, the cost of which would be forty dirhams each.

2.
They would also provide 30 horses, 30 camels, 30 battle armours and 30 spears, temporarily to the Muslim army, if the Prophet (S) needed these in any war.

The treaty was dictated by the Prophet (S), written by Imam Ali (A) and had the signatures of four companions of the Prophet (S) as witnesses. 

In addition to the above, the treaty also had the following words:

"..... The people of Najran will remain under the protection of Allah  and His Prophet Muhammad (S). Their lives, their religion, their lands and property, will all remain safe and it will be the responsibility of Allah  and His Prophet (S) to protect them. This treaty holds good for all people of Najran, whether they are present here or not, whether they are members of the tribe or dependent upon them, whether they are slaves or servants.  No change will be made in their rights or privileges....."  

One of the important conditions agreed in this treaty was that the people of Najran would not deal in usury (interest taking) of any sort, otherwise the Prophet (S) would not remain bound by the treaty with them.

After the Christian returned home, a few respectable persons from Najran came to Madina and willingly accepted Islam and became true Muslims.

The event of Mubahila is an extremely important part of history because it shows how close the Ahlul Bayt were to the Prophet (S) and Allah . Imam Ali (A) used to be called the "Soul of the Prophet" after the event, because the Prophet (S) took him to the field of Mubahila as his soul.
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A PLOT TO KILL THE HOLY PROPHET (S)
In 9 A.H., during the Haj season, the Holy Prophet (S) asked Imam Ali (A) to read out an official declaration to the people. This event took place at Mina, and the message stated that Allah and the Holy Prophet (S) were disgusted with the practice of idol worship and would not tolerate it any more. The idol worshippers were told that they had four months in which to decide to embrace Islam or to get ready for total war.

This message had a very deep and quick effect. Those tribes who had remained stubborn and continued with their evil habits and foolish superstitions and beliefs now began to change their thoughts. Many tribes sent their representatives to have discussions with the Holy Prophet (S) at his headquarters in Madina.

Even before the four months deadline had passed, the entire Arabia came under the banner of Islam and not a single idol temple, idol or idol worshipper remained in it. People of Yemen, Bahrain and Yamamah also embraced Islam.

Despite the fact that nobody dared to openly challenge the authority of the Holy Prophet (S), there were many hypocrites who waited for a chance to do him and Islam harm.

The chiefs of the Bani Aamir tribe were widely known for their obstinacy and mischief. Two of their chiefs named Aamir and Arbad decided to go to Madina at the head of a delegation. Under the excuse of becoming Muslims, they wanted to somehow try to kill the Holy Prophet (S). Their plan was that while one of them engaged the Holy Prophet (S) in conversation, the other would attack him and kill him.

The other members of the delegation, who were not aware of these evil plans, expressed their belief in Islam and the Holy Prophet (S). However, Aamir did not mention anything about Islam but kept on asking the Holy

Prophet (S) for a private discussion. The Holy Prophet (S) replied that it would not be possible to meet him alone until he became a Muslim.

When Aamir looked over to Arbad for support, he found him curiously calm, as if he had forgotten the whole plan. The truth was that when Arbad had tried to draw his sword he was filled with terror and awe at the presence and personality of the Holy Prophet (S). He was frozen in his place and quite useless to Aamir.

At last despairing of any help from Arbad, Aamir stood up and declared his enmity for the Holy Prophet (S) and threatened to fill Madina with an army. The Holy Prophet (S) could have destroyed the men if he wished, but instead he only prayed to Allah to protect him and the Muslims from their mischief. These prayers were soon answered because Aamir contracted a horrible disease on his journey home, while Arbad was struck by lightning on his way and burnt to death.

Thus, Allah protected the Holy Prophet (S) from his enemies and gave him a chance to taste the fruits of his efforts after all his difficult years of preaching the religion of Islam. In just twenty years, the religion that had the entire Arabia against it, was now the official religion. It was indeed a time of great satisfaction for the Holy Prophet (S).
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THE FAREWELL HAJJ
Since the time when Prophet Ibrahim (A) had built the Holy Ka’aba, it had been a place of worship. Over the years, this worship had deteriorated into strange and undesirable practices. People used to dance naked around the Holy Ka’aba, and they had installed idols inside it. Even after the conquest of Makka by the Muslims, when these idols were broken, the people did not know how to perform the Haj ceremonies properly.

For this reason, Allah commanded the Prophet (S) to participate personally in the Haj in 10 A.H., so that the people would remain in no doubt as to how it should be performed. He could also use the opportunity to practically demonstrate the obligatory actions (Wajibaat) and discard the old and undesirable practices. He could also instruct the people about the boundaries of Mina and Arafat and teach them about the times of departure from these places.

With these purposes in mind, the Prophet (S) made arrangements to undertake the journey. In the eleventh Islamic month of Zilqad he announced that he was going to perform the Haj that year. This news caused great interest amongst the Muslims and thousands gathered outside Madina awaiting his departure.

The Prophet (S) proceeded toward Makka on the 28th of Zilqad 10 A.H. He took with him 60 animals for sacrifice. At the mosque of Shajarah, he put on his Ehram, which consisted of two plain sheets of cloth. While putting on the Ehram he recited the well known prayer that begins with "Labbayk", which is a reply to the call of Prophet Ibrahim (A). He continued this until he reached Makka, where he discontinued the recital. In Makka, the Prophet (S) proceeded straight to the Holy Mosque, Masjidul Haraam, entering it through the gate of Bani Shaybah. Here he began to glorify Allah  and sought blessings for Prophet Ibrahim (A).

During Tawaaf, he first stood opposite the Black Stone, and then went round the Holy Ka’ba seven times. Thereafter he stood behind Maqame Ibrahim (A) and offered two raka'ats of prayers of Tawaaf. After that he began the Sa'i, which is the walking between the hills of Safa and Marwah seven times. He began his Sa'i at the hill of Safa and finished at Marwah.

The Prophet (S) then turned to the pilgrims and said, "Those who have not brought animals to sacrifice should come out of the state of Ehram and perform Taqseer, the shortening of hair or nails. They should treat whatever they have already performed to be Umrah and then wear the Ehram for Haj. However, I and some others who have brought animals for sacrifice shall remain in the condition of Ehram till we have slaughtered the animals in Mina."

During this time Imam Ali (A) joined the Prophet (S) in Makka from Yemen. He entered Makka with his soldiers and brought with him the pieces of cloth which were paid by the people of Najran as tribute. He had also brought some animals for sacrifice and thus remained in Ehram.

After the Umrah was over the Prophet (S) awaited the time of Haj. He did not stay at anyone's house in Makka but pitched his tent outside the city. On the 8th of Zilhaj the Prophet (S) proceeded to Arafat via Mina and stayed at Mina till sunrise on the 9th of Zilhaj. Then he mounted his camel and came to Arafat. While he was still mounted on his camel, he stopped at a place called Numrah and delivered his famous and historical speech to the thousands of people who had gathered. 

The Prophet (S) addressed the people and went through a summary of his teachings to them. He repeated all the major and minor elements of Islamic principles so that there could be no doubt left in their minds. When he finished he offered his noon and afternoon prayers with 100,000 men. 

The Prophet (S) stayed in Arafat on the 9th of Zilhaj till the sunset and before the darkness spread, he left for Muzdalifah and spent a part of the night there. He then spent the time between dawn and sunrise in Mash'ar. 

On the 10th of Zilhaj he proceeded to Mina and performed the ceremonies of Rami-i Jamaraat (stoning the pillars), sacrifice and TaqsIr. Thereafter he proceeded to Makka to perform the final Tawaaf and instructed the people about the closing ceremonies of the Haj.

This Haj is known as Hijjatul Wida (the Farewell Haj) because it was the last Haj that the Prophet (S) performed in his life. During this Haj he practically explained every feature of the ceremony, so that there could be no confusion later. 

The Prophet (S) was preparing the ground for his departure as he knew that very little time was left for him on earth and soon Allah would call him away to Himself.

Khutba e Rasul s.a.w.s. (Aakhri Hajj)
Rasul e Khuda s.a.w.s nay Khanay Kaaba ka darwazay ka kunda pakda, muday apna chehra logo ki jaanib kiya aur unsay mukhatib hokar kaha kay “Kya mai tumhay na bataau kay aakhri zamana kisay kehtay hai jismay mera beta aanay waala hai.” Sab nay kaha bataayiye Aakhri zamanay ki nishaaniya aur Qayamat e Sugra ki nishaani.
1.} Log apni namaazay zaya karnay lagegay.
2.} Log khwahishaatay nafsaani ki pairawi karengay 
3.} Muqaddas, nek deendaar aadmi ki koyi izzat nahi karega, log sahibay maalo doulat ki taazeem o izzat karengay.
4.} Ek sauda har aadmi aasaani say kaerga , duniya khareednay kay liye deen ka sauda. Yeh bahut aasaan hoga aur aam si cheez hogi
5.} Jis tarah namak paani may ghul kar reh jaata hai usi tarah ek momin ka dil uskay seenay may ghut ghut kar reh jaayega yeh dekh kar kay usakay chaaro taraf gunaah jaari hai aur itni taaqat nahi rakhta kay kisi gunaah ko badal sakay, bebas kar diya jaayega uski baat kahi nahi chalegi chaahay ghar, masjid, imambaargaah organization etc. Hazrat Salman e Farsi ko hairat huyi kya aisa bhi hoga Rasul s.a.w.s nay jawaab diya “ Qasam hai us zaat ki jiskay haath may meri bhi jaan hai, itna hi nahi balki issay bura hoga.
6.} Saahebaanay ikhtiyaa zaalim ho jaayengay aur unko mashwara denay walay faasiko faajir, jisko ameen banaaogay wohi khayaanat karega
7.} Gunaah neki samjha jaayega aur neki ko gunaah samjha jaayega. Jhoota, chaalbaaz makkaar, aisa aadmi badaa zaheen samjha jaayega aur us ka nateeja

8.} Logo ko pata hai kay falaa aadmi khaaen hai phir bhi uskay supoord mamla kartay hai usay ameen banayengay aur agar kabhi acha aadmi aa bhi gaya usay ameen samajkar llaye the who ussay bhi badaa khayyanatdaar nikla faisla nahi kar paayengayachcha hai.
9.} Aurato ki hukumatay kkayam honay lagegi 
10.} Kaneez aur kaneez zaado say mashwara liya jaanay lagega
11.} Mimbar bachcho kay haath may chata jaayega mimbar par bachchay aakar uchaknay lagenge
12.} Jhooth ek mazzak ban jaayega, mazaak kay naam par har jhooth jaaez ho jaayega.Jo jhooth bolega uski to hai aadmi taareef karega ki yeh bohut sachcha aadmi hai. Haqeeqat bolnay waaly ko jhutlaaya jaayega
13.} Zakaat ko ek boj samjha jaayega, maal jo haqqay imaam hoga log usay maalay ganeemat samajkar hadap kar lengay mard apnay waaledayn par zulm karega aur dosto kay saath nekiya karega 
14.} Baarish bahut hogi, lekin bemausam ki.
15.} Shareef, izzatdaar log unhay maashrey may zaleel bana diya jaayega aur 
16.} Ghareeb aadmi ko har jagah hikaarat kay saath dekha jaayega bec of his ghurbat.
17.} Duniya bhar kay market and bazzar qareeb aa jjayegi {e commerce} lekin tajir ka subah say shaam tak koyi saamaan nahi bikega aur saamnay ki dukaan may grahako ki bheed hogi tab bhi kahega kay saar din farokht huyi lekin nafa ek pai ka nahi huwa magar tum dekhogay kay dono milkar A.. ki mazammat karengay.
18.} Aisay moukay par mera kalma padhay waalo kay upar aisay giroh hukumat karengay ki agar meri ummat unsay baat bhi karegi to who unhay qatl kar dengay aur agar khaamosh rahengay to unkay khoon ko mubaah samjha jaayega.aur ziyaada unko maartay jaayengay. Aur is tarah meray musalmano ko daraaya jaayega ki unka dil in logo ki dehshat say bhar chuka hoga aur mera kalma padhnay waalo kp poori duniya may kahi nahi dekhogay except that khaufzada aur dari huyi
19.} Kuch cheezay maghrib say aur kuch mashrik say aayengi aur saari meri ummat par apna rang chdaayegi 
20.} Afsos meri us ummat par jisay intehaayi kamzor bana diya jaayega na inkay choto pay rehem karegay na inkay bado ki izzat di jaayegi.
21.} Agar meri ummat ek zara si khat karegi to kabhi usko nazar andaz nahi karengay 
22.} Maghribo mashrik ki yeh haalat hogi kay unkay jism admiyo jaisay hongay lekin unka dil shaytaan kay dil jaisa hai.
Musalmaan dekh raha hai ki humara naamonishaan mitanay ki tayyaari ho rahi to kya A… ka khsuf dil may aayega- nahi musibat may aadmi A.. ko ziyaada yaad karta hai lekin Aakhri zamaanay ka musalmaan itna beghairat hoga kay
23.} Mardo ki shaadiyaa mardo say aur aurato ki shaadiya aurato say hogi
24.} Mard aurat ki shabi banengay aur auratay mard ki shabi banengi.

25.} Meri ummat ki auratay apni sawaariya aazaadana aur bebakaana chalaayengi aur yeh aurato par A… ki laanat ho

26.} Masjiday is tarah say sajaayi jaaayegi jaisay isaayi church aur yahoodi apnay synagogues ko sajaatay hai 

27.} Sonay kay paani say quraan ko aaraasta kiya jaayega {amal koyi nahi karega sajaawat par saara zor}

28.} Masjido kay minaaray uchay say uchay banaaye jaayengay aur masjid may namaz ki safo ki kasrat hogi, dil ek doostay kay khilaaf gayzo gazab say bhara hai aur zubaan say ek doosray say ikhtilaaf kar rahay hai.

29.} Mard apnay aap ko sonay say zeenat dengay, resham ka libaas pehnegay 

30.} Aur log jaanwar ki khaal kay libaas pehna karengay.

31.} Sood khulkar zaahir hoga

32.} Har maamla gheebat aur risha kay zariye hoga

33.} Talaaq kasrat say hogi

34.} Aadmi jo kaam karega A… kay liye nahi karega, sab apna zaati faayda dekhengay 

35.} Gaanay aur mosiqi instruments bjaanay waalo ka zuhoor hoga aur meri ummat kay sharer tareen log usko gher kar baith jaayengay 

36.} Hajj bahut ziyaada honay lagengay har ek haaji hai lekin meri ummat kay ghani log hajj par sairo tafree kay liye jaayengay aur middle class log hajj par tijaarat karnay kay liye jaayengay aur ghareeb riyaakaari kay liye jaayengay kay log kahay ki inki haisiyat nahi phir bhi jaatay hai.

37.} Kuch aisay log aa jaayengay jo quraan seekhengay gairallah kay liye who isay nhi gaana bana dengay.

38.} Aur log ilmay fiqah haasil karengay gairallah kay liye, aulama ko zaleel karnay kay liye.

39.} Aulaaday zina kasrat say ho jaayegi 

40.}Mehram aurato kay hadd ki hurmat ki jaayegi

41.} Aur log gunaah karkay is trah fakhar karengay jaisa koyi paisa kamaakar fakhar karta hai 

42.} Nek log par badtareen log aakar mussallat hongay, har taraf jhoot ka dour hoga aur log ek doosray par fakhro mubaahat karengay libaas kay zariye  

43.} Mehfilay sajaayi jaayengi ek taraf gaanay ki aur ek taraf naach ki 

44.} Buraayiyo ka hokum diya jaayega aur nekiyo say roka jaayega

45.} Momin ko {jisay A… sab say ziyada ehteraam deta hai } usay gulaam o kaneez banaya jaayega maashray may.

46.} Aur quraan padhnay walalay aur ibaadat karnay waalay aisay hongay kay ek doosray ki mallamat kar rahay hongay.

47.} Jab yeh sab hojaayega tab assmaan kay farishtay in musalmaano ko dekhkar kahengay kay yeh rijz hai najis hai 

48.} aur us waqt paisay waala kisi cheez say nahi darega alaawa is kay kay mai faqeer ho jaau, yahaa tak kay ek sawaal karnay waala pooray haftay sawaal karta rahega aur koyi bhi aisa nahi jo uskay haath may ek shay rakh day.

49.} Phir yeh log zameen kay dhasnay, zalzalo kay aanay, mukhtalif aafatay arzi uar samavi ko nishana bannay kay liye tayyar ho jaaye aur har guzarnay waala din in ki mushkilo ko badha dega yahaa tak kay mera beta zaahir hoga.

(Ref : Moulana Sadiq Hassan  Majlis # 9 Abu Dhabi Apr 2001)
History chapter 5

THE EVENT OF GHADEER
When the ceremonies of the Haj were over, the Prophet (S) departed from Makka for Madina on the 14th of Zilhaj. When he reached Rabigh, a place 3 miles from Ju'fah, the angel Jibraeel (A) revealed the following verse to him:
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In obedience to this very important command, the Prophet (S) stopped immediately. He gave instructions for an area to be cleared and a pulpit to be made from the saddles of camels. He asked Bilal, who had a loud voice, to call back the people who had gone further and to attract the attention of those who were behind. 

The people all gathered at the place which was known as Ghadeer Khum (The pond of Khum). It was noon time and very hot. The Prophet (S) led the congregational prayers and then stood on the pulpit so that all the people could see him. He then gave a sermon, part of which is reproduced below. 



I have been commanded by Allah to tell you that I will soon be taken away from your midst. O People! I am leaving behind two valuable legacies, the Book of Allah and my progeny, the Ahlul Bayt (A). Never shall they separate from one another until they reach me in Heaven at the fountain of Kawthar. As long as you will stay with both my legacies, you will never be led astray after me. Do not lag too far behind them and do not walk ahead of them, for in either event you will go astray. O People! Allah is my Mawla (Master) and I am the Mawla of the believers."


Announcing this thrice, he got down from the raised platform. At this time the angel Jibraeel (A) descended with the following verse:
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The Prophet (S) thanked Allah for His favour and then asked Imam Ali (A) to sit in a tent so that the people could shake hands with him and congratulate him. 

Amongst the first people to congratulate Imam Ali (A) on his appointment were Abu Bakr and Umar. Strangely, they were also the first to deny his rights after the Prophet (S) died.

After the formalities regarding the successorship of Imam Ali (A) were completed, the people began to leave for their homes. At Ju'fah, those who had come from Syria and Egypt split from the main caravan, as did the people from Yemen and Hazramaut. However, 10,000 Muslims accompanied the Prophet (S) to Madina, where they arrived just before the start of 10 A.H.

The detailed events of this day are recorded in most books of history of Muslims, by both Shia and non-Shia historians. Although there can be no doubt that Imam Ali (A) was chosen to be the next leader of all the Muslims on this important day, many Muslims ignored this command after the death of the Prophet (S). While Imam Ali (A) was busy arranging his funeral, they chose their own leaders who had no right or qualifications to lead them.

The day of Ghadeer is one of the most important landmarks in our history and the Shia throughout the world joyfully celebrate the day of 18th Zilhaj as 'Eide Ghadeer.
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THE LAST HOURS OF THE PROPHET (S)

The Prophet (S) returned from the Farewell Haj at the end of the month of Zilhaj of 

10 A.H. After passing the one month of Muharram, he fell ill at the beginning of Safar 11 A.H. 

At that time, news was received that the Romans to the north west of Arabia were preparing to attack the Muslim capital of Madina. The Prophet (S) reacted to this dangerous situation by ordering the mobilisation of a huge Muslim army under the command of Usama bin Zayd. He specifically ordered all the Muhajir who had migrated with him to Madina to participate in the battle, except for Imam Ali (A). To arouse the morale of the Muslims the Prophet (S) tied the banner for Usama with his own hands and then instructed him, "Fight in the name of Allah and in His path. Fight the enemy early in the morning, and cover the distance to that place so quickly that you reach them before they are aware of your march."

Usama fixed his camp at Jurf, 3 miles outside Madina, so that the Muslim soldiers could gather there ready for the expedition. Usama was a young man of 20 years and the son of Zayd, who was a freed slave.

 The people of Madina protested that they did not want to follow such a young commander. When the Prophet (S) heard of the reluctance of the Muslims, he warned them that whoever kept back from Usama's army in spite of his clear orders, would earn the Curse of Allah. Even then, the companions of the Prophet (S) did not proceed, using his illness as an excuse to remain in Madina. As time passed, the condition of the Prophet (S) grew worse and ultimately the expedition of Usama never materialised.

The expedition to Syria under Usama shows that the Prophet (S) had two things in mind. Firstly, he wanted to teach the people that age was not important in the distribution of responsibility and power, and the criteria for leadership were personality and ability. 

This valuable lesson was ignored in the following months by Abu Bakr and Umar, who denied the rights of Imam Ali (A) on the grounds that he was too young to lead the people. 

The second interesting point is the insistence of the Prophet (S) that Imam Ali (A) remain behind while other prominent Muslims should accompany Usama. This was to keep the biggest hypocrites out of Madina so that Imam Ali (A) could take over his appointment as Caliph without interference. 

However, the hypocrites were aware of the plan of the Prophet (S) and used his weak condition as an excuse to disobey him. They wanted to make certain that they were in Madina at the time of his death so that the could plot to steal the Caliphate from Imam Ali (A).

History shows that Abu Bakr, Umar and others managed to do exactly as they planned. The Prophet (S) fell seriously ill while he was living in the house of his wife Maimoona. It was decided that he would stay at the house of his wife Ayesha where everyone could come to meet him. The Prophet (S) was well aware of the plan by the people to deny the right of Imam Ali (A). When his fever took a turn for the worse, he knew that he did not have much time left. He requested the companions around him to bring some paper and a pen so that he could dictate a will for the guidance of the people. 

Umar, who at once realised that his plans would not succeed if the Prophet (S) left a written document, protested by saying that the Prophet (S) was out of his mind due to the fever and did not know what he was saying. He stated that the Holy Qur'an was enough for them and that there was no need for a will. Other companions disagreed and there was a loud commotion as they argued. As the voices grew louder, the Prophet (S) felt disturbed and indicated that all of them should leave. It is important for us to realise that this one action of the accursed Umar caused an eternal division between the Muslims and he is responsible for the thousands of deaths that have resulted from conflicts between the Shia and the Sunnis over the centuries.

As the life of the Prophet (S) slipped away, his dear family were around him all the time. Lady Fatima (A) could not bear the thought of the loss of her beloved father and tears fell continuously from her eyes. The Prophet (S) gently asked her not to weep and then whispered something in her ear that made her stop crying and smile. When she was asked about it later by Ayesha, Lady Fatima (A) said that her father had told her not to worry because she would be the first after him to leave the world and join him.

The Prophet (S) said his farewell to his companions and kept on reminding them to follow the Holy Qur'an, and not to abandon the Ahlul Bayt, who would guide them on the right path of virtue and truth. He then called his grandsons and hugged them warmly. With tears in his eyes, he kissed Imam Hasan (A) on the mouth and Imam Husain (A) on the neck.

When asked about this he said that one of his grandsons would be given poison to drink while the other would have his neck cut.

As the condition of the Prophet (S) worsened, the whole of Madina was immersed in grief, sorrowful at the thought of losing the beloved Prophet of Allah, who had taught them everything about the true path to salvation.

History chapter 7

THE DEATH AND BURIAL OF THE PROPHET (S)
During the last moments of his life, the Prophet (S) opened his eyes and asked for his brother to be called. Ayesha called her father Abu Bakr, but when the Prophet (S) saw him he placed his head back on his pillow and repeated that his brother should be called for. Hafsa, another wife of the Prophet (S) called her father Umar, but the same thing happened. Ayesha then sent for Imam Ali (A) saying that the Prophet (S) would see no one else. When Imam Ali (A) arrived, the Prophet (S) raised his cloak and took him under its cover. He then placed his head on the chest of Imam Ali (A) and talked to him for a long time.

In the last moments of his life a knock was heard on the door. Lady Fatima (A) told the caller to come later, because her father was very ill. However, the caller was insistent and kept on knocking. Lady Fatima (A) told him again to come later. When the third knock came, tears welled up in Lady Fatima's (A) eyes, but her father said to her, "O Fatima, let him in. For it is none other than the Angel of Death. It is only in respect of your presence that he is asking for permission to enter, otherwise he waits for nobody when he comes to take away the soul."

Soon afterwards the signs of death began to appear on his face. The last sentence he spoke was, "No. With the Divine Companion". It appears that at the time of his last breath the angel Jibraeel (A) gave him the option to recover from his illness and remain in this world or to allow the Angel of Death to remove his soul so that he may proceed with him (the Divine Companion) to the next world. The Prophet (S) uttered this sentence and passed away on Monday 28th Safar 11 A.H. He was 63 years old.

As the sound of mourning rose from the house of the Prophet (S) the people outside knew that he had breathed his last. Soon afterwards the news of his death spread throughout Madina, plunging everyone into sorrow. Imam Ali (A) bathed the sacred body of the Prophet (S) and shrouded him. 

The Prophet (S) had directed that his body should be bathed by one who was nearest to him, and such a person could be none else than Imam Ali (A).

The first person to offer the funeral prayers for the Prophet (S) was Imam Ali (A). 

Thereafter the companions came in groups and offered prayers, and this practice continued till noon on Tuesday. It was then decided to bury the Prophet (S) in the same house where he had passed away.  

It was a most tragic event. The great personality who had changed the future of humanity with his efforts and sacrifice was no more. 

The Prophet (S) had made a great contribution to the welfare of humanity at large. He had spread the message of Allah, practising the religion himself and then asking others to follow him. 

He had established the rights of people when everywhere their rights were being violated; he had spread justice when tyranny was the norm; he introduced equality at a time when discrimination was so common; and he gave freedom to the people when they were suppressed by injustice. He had faithfully carried out the great mission entrusted to him by Allah. 

The Prophet (S) had always told the people, "I have only been sent to perfect your Akhlaq (moral character.)" In appreciation of the character of the Prophet (S) himself, the Holy Qur'an testifies:


[image: image4.emf] 


May Allah send His blessings on the Prophet Muhammad Mustafa (S) and his Progeny.
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THE EVENTS OF SAQIFA
While Imam Ali (A) was busy attending to the burial of the Holy Prophet (S), the Muhajireen of Makka and the Ansar of Madina had lost no time in contesting the matter of the Caliphate. They had gathered at a place called Saqifa bani Sa'da and each group was putting forward its merits and claiming the Caliphate. 

One can only wonder at their actions, because only two months ago the Holy Prophet (S) had openly declared that Imam Ali (A) would be his successor. In their greed, these so-called Muslims even forgot that their beloved Holy Prophet (S) lay as yet unburied.

The Muhajireen claimed that they had a greater right to the Caliphate because they had been Muslims for longer and had supported the Holy Prophet (S) in Makka when he had very few friends. They also claimed to be his kin and said that they had migrated from their homes in Makka in very difficult circumstances, leaving behind all their wealth and property.

The Ansar insisted that they had a greater right to the Caliphate because they had given the Holy Prophet (S) shelter in Madina when he could live in Makka no longer. They had also protected him in his time of need and had fought at his side in battles against powerful enemies. They recalled how for 13 years he had preached amongst the Makkans and only a handful had become Muslims. They argued that it was the Ansar who had given Islam strength and consolidation.

When Umar bin Khattab and Abu Bakr bin Qahafa reached Saqifa, the arguments had almost been settled in favour of the Ansar, who had chosen Sa'd bin Ubadah to lead the Muslims. Umar did not find this acceptable at all as he had already planned to bring in a man from the Muhajireen. He urged Abu Bakr to make a speech and turn the situation. Abu Bakr rose and said that the Arabs would not accept any Caliph who was not from the tribe of Quraish, which was the tribe of the Holy Prophet (S). He also praised the merits of the Ansar to keep them quiet. The Ansar were not fooled by the clever words of Abu Bakr and while there was some silence, Abu Bakr received help from an unexpected quarter. 

The two main tribes of the Ansar were the Aws and Khazraj. The old enmity between them had been settled long ago by the Holy Prophet (S), but now it came out into the open. 

To stop the selection of Sa'd bin Ubadah who was the chief of the Khazraj, Bashir bin Sa'd from the tribe of Aws suddenly went forward and gave his allegiance to Abu Bakr. He was followed by three other men from Aws. Suddenly, the tables had turned and now the Muhajireen had the upper hand. 

Despite protests from the tribe of Khazraj and a few followers of Imam Ali (A), Abu Bakr was elected as the first Caliph. How strange was their behaviour! While Abu Bakr and Umar sold their religion for their greed, the people of Aws sold their religion for fear that the Khazraj might come to power. The rest of the people followed like sheep, too weak or uncaring to protest. The few who did raise their voices to defend the unrecognised rights of Imam Ali (A) were ignored and outnumbered. 

The members of Bani Hashim and some loyal Muslims were too occupied with the passing away of the Holy Prophet (S) to give any thought to worldly affairs. By the time they learnt of the happenings at Saqifa, it was too late to do anything.

When Imam Ali came to exercise his right to the Caliphate as per the orders of the Holy Prophet (S) at Ghadeer Khum, his claim was rejected and he was forced to return to his house. Later, Abu Bakr sent Umar to Bibi Fatimah's (A) house, where Imam Ali (A) and some friends had gathered. Umar had instructions to bring Imam Ali (A) to Abu Bakr to pay the oath of allegiance to him. When Imam Ali (A) refused to do this, Umar threatened to burn down the house. Imam Ali (A) then came out with Abbas and Zubayr. From the open door was heard the sound of Bibi Fatimah (A) weeping. 

She was saying, 

"O Father, how soon after your death are troubles pouring on our head at the hands of the son of Khattab and the son of Abu Qahafa. How soon they have ignored your words of Ghadeer Khum and your saying that Ali was to you as Haroon was to Musa." 

Hearing these heartrending words, the companions of Umar could not keep themselves from weeping and turned back.

However Umar was bent on humiliating Imam Ali (A). He insisted that Imam Ali (A) be led to the mosque tied with a rope so that he could not escape. 

The Muslims now saw an amazing sight. The Lion of Allah , the man who was the champion of Badr, Uhud, Khandaq, Khayber and Hunayn, was being led by the cowardly Umar, who had run away from the battle of Uhad when the Holy Prophet (S) was injured. 

It was a measure of the patience of Imam Ali (A) that he did not use force in the interests of Islam. He knew that nothing could be gained by fighting, and a civil war would destroy the Muslims.

When Imam Ali (A) was brought in front of Abu Bakr, Umar insisted that if he did not give the oath of allegiance, he should be killed. Imam Ali (A) replied, 

"Will you kill a man who is a servant of the Lord and a brother of the Apostle of the Lord?" 

Umar then turned to Abu Bakr who had remained silent till then, asking him to decide Imam Ali's (A) fate. However, Abu Bakr said that so long as Bibi Fatimah (A) was alive, he would not force her husband to give allegiance to him.

After that Imam Ali (A) was released and he went directly to the grave of the Holy Prophet (S) where he stood, reflecting on how the attitude of the people had changed now that his brother had left this world.

Ameer ul Momineen ne mukhalifeen se jang kyun na ki?

Aban bin Tughlab ne Imam Ja’far e Sadiq(a.s) se poocha-

“Kya kisi ne Hazrat Abu bakr ki takht nashini par aitaraz kya tha?”

Imam (AS) ne farmaya-

“Ji han bara afrad ne shaded ehtejaj kia tha. Muhajireen mai se Miqdad bin aswad, Abu zar e ghaffari, Salman e Farsi, Bureeda Aslami, Khalid bin Saeed aur Ammar e Yasir ne ehtajaj kya tha aur ansar main se Abul hasheem e Teehan, Uthman bin Haneef,Sehel bin Hanif, khuzayma bin Thabit, Abi bin Ka’b, Abu Ayyub Ansari ne un ki mukhalifat ki thi. 

Aur mazkoora afrad ne aapas main salah ki thi ke jaise hi wo mimbar par aayain ham in ko mimbar se utar dainge. Phir un main se ba’z afrad ne kaha hamain aisa karne se pehle ameerul momineen se mashwara karna chahiye. 

Chunanche mazkoora afraad Ameerul Momineen ki khidmat main hazir huwe aur arz ki-

“Ameer ul Momineen! Aap ne apne haq kay zaye’ hone par khamoshi ikhtiyar karli hai. Jis ki wajah se aghyar ke hausle buland hogaye hain. Jabke hum ne janabe e rasool e ekhuda ki zuban e emubarak se ye suna tha-

“Ali ma’al haq wal haqqo ma’al ali,……………………………. --”

“Ali haq ke sath aur haq ali ke sath hai. Haq udhar phir jata hai jidhar ali phirta hai”. 

Ham ne ye irada kya hia ke jaise hi aap ka siyasi hareef mimbar par aye ga ham us ka bazu pakarh kar utar denge aur us kam ke liye hamain aap ki ijazat matloob hai”.

Ameerul Momineen ne farmaya-

“Agar tum nay aisa kia to ye loag talwar nikal kar mere darwaze par pohoch jayain ge aur mujh se bayat ka taqaza karainge warna mujhe qatl karne par aamada hojayainge. Is soorat main mujhe majbooran apne difa’ ke liye talwar uthani paraygi.

Aur Hazrat rasool e emaqbool ne mujh se farmaya tha “Ya ali (AS)! Maire bad mairi ummat tujh se ghaddari kare gi aur tere muta’aliq mere ehed ko tod dale gi aur tujhe mujh se wahi nisbat hai jo haroon ko musa se thi. Jis tarah se bani israeel ne haroon ko chod kar gosale ki pooja ki thi, isi tarha se ye ummat bhi tujhe chod kar kisi aur ko muntakhab karle gi”

Is waqt main ne kaha-

“Ya rasoolallah! In halaat main meri zimmedari kya hogi?”

Anhazrat ne farmaya tha-

“Agar tumhain madadgar mayassar ajayain to un se jang karma aur agar madadgar na milain to apne khoon ki hifazat karte huwe mujh tak pohonch jana.”

Is riwayat se ma’loom hota hai ke Hazrat Ali(AS) ne qadam qadam par rasool (SAW) ki pairawi ki aur unki wasiyyat par harf ba harf amal kiya. 

Rasool e Khuda ne jitney masiab uthaye, utne hi masaib se wasi ko guzarna parha. 

· Agar Nabuwwat ki ibtidayi ayyam main rasool e Khuda ko “lakum deenukum wali ya   din” (Al-kafiroon:6) kehna parha to wasi ko bhi majboor ho kar mukhalifeen ke iqtedar ko bardasht karna parha . 

· Agar rasool e Khuda  ne ibtidayi ba’sat main das sahaba par qana’at ki to wasi ne bhi ibtidayi khilafat main bara sahaba par qana’at ki.

· Agar rasool ko kuffar se dar kar ghar main jana parha to wasi ko bhi mukhalifeen ke shar se bachne ke liye apne ghar main gosha-nasheen hona parha. 

· Agar rasoole e akram ko makka chod kar madina ana parha to wasi ko bhi madeena chod kar kufa ana parha.

· Agar rasool ke mukhalifeen ne khana e khuda par ghasibanea qabza kiya tha to ali ke mukhalifeen ne bhi in ki zoja ki milkiyat, fadak par qabza karliya tha. 

· Agar nabi ne ibteda main apne mukhalifeen se jang nahin ki thi to ali ne bhi apne mukhalifeen se jang nahin kit hi.

· Agar nabi ne quwwato iqtedaar ke wusool ke bad mukhalifeen se jang ki to ali ne bhi husool ee hukomat ke bad naqiseen, qasiteen aur mariqeen se jang ki.

· Agar rasool ne fateh e makka hote huwe bhi apne zati makan ko ghasibon se wapas na liye to ali ne barsare iqtedaar hote huwe bhi fadak ko bazor e shamsheer wapas na liya.

· Agar ali ne kabhi suloh ki to unhain ne suloh ka amal bhi rasool se seekha tha aur agar unhon ne kbhi jang ki to jang ka amal bhi rasool se seekha tha.

· Agar rasool ko makka main mukammal fath nasib huwi to ali ko bhi jange jamal main mukammal fath naseeb huwe.

· Agar rasool ko jange uhud main zahiri fath naseeb na huwi to ali ko bhi jange siffin main mukammal fath hasil nahi huwi.

(Ref: “Majalisul Momineen” – Taleef:Shaheed e Thalith Allama qazi nurullah shoostri-pg 348)
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IMAM HASAN (A) - PART 1 & PART 2
Name :

Hasan 

Title:


Al Mujtaba (The Chosen one)

Kuniyat:

Abu Muhammad

Father:

Imam Ali (a.s.)

Mother:

Bibi Fatima Zahra (a.s.)

Birthdate: 

15th Ramadhan, 3AH, in Madina

Imamat:

From 40AH to 50AH

Martyrdom:
            28th Safar 50AH

Buried:

Madina, Saudi Arabia

The Holy Imam (A) was the eldest child of Imam Ali (A) and Lady Fatima Zahra (A). When the Prophet (S) received the happy news of the birth of his grandson, he came at once to his beloved daughter's house. He took the newly born baby in his arms and recited the Adhaan in its right ear and the Iqamah in its left ear. Then, in accordance with the command of Allah, he named the child Hasan.

HIS QUALITIES:
The Holy Imam (A) spent the first seven years of his life under the care and guidance of his grandfather, the Prophet (S). This early training made the Holy Imam (A) outstanding in his knowledge, piety, tolerance, intelligence and courage. 

The Holy Imam (A) and his brother Imam Husain (A) were very dear to the Prophet (S). He used to carry them on his shoulders and once told the people, "Hasan and Husain are the leaders of the youth of Paradise."

Lady Fatima (A) once brought her two sons to her father and said, "O Apostle of Allah, these are your two grandsons. Give them something as an inheritance." The Prophet (S) replied, "Hasan shall have my form and my nobility and Husain shall have my generosity and bravery." 

As a child, the Holy Imam (A) used to listen attentively to the verses of the Holy Qur'an as they were revealed. To the surprise of the Prophet (S), his daughter Lady Fatima (A) would often recite the exact text of a newly revealed verse before he personally told her about it. When he asked her how she knew, she informed him that the Holy Imam (A) had already taught her the verse when he heard the Prophet (S) recite it in the mosque in front of the people.

He was quite wealthy and could have lived in luxury if he desired, but he preferred to spend his money to help the poor and needy. Twice in his life he gave away his entire wealth in charity and began all over again.
IMAM HASAN (A.S.)’S GUEST HOUSE:
Once a stranger arrived in Kufa and asked a man working in a garden for directions. The man showed him the way and then invited him to share his meal. The stranger was touched by this offer and accepted. But when he was handed some flat bread to eat, he found that it was so hard that he could not even break it on his knee, let alone with his teeth. He tried dipping it into some water but that did not help. The gardener saw the stranger's discomfort and pointed him towards a guest house where free meals were given to all. 

The guest house belonged to Imam Hasan (A), who himself welcomed the stranger and arranged a hot meal for him. After a while, the Holy Imam (A) saw that the stranger was eating one morsel and putting one morsel in a bag on his side. The Holy Imam (A) told him to eat peacefully, and if he needed extra food for his family, it would be provided before he left. The stranger said that he had no family but was putting some food aside for the kind gardener down the road who had only hard bread to eat. When he heard this, the Holy Imam (A) smiled and informed him, "That is my father Ali, the Caliph of the Muslims. He lives on simple food so that no needy subject may be embarrassed in front of him."

The Holy Imam (A) helped his father throughout his life until Imam Ali (A) died when the Holy Imam (A) was 37 years old. At this age he inherited his father and became the guardian of the Ahlul Bayt and the Shia. In his well-known will Imam Ali (A) appointed him as the next Imam. 

The martyrdom of Imam Ali (A) on the 21st of Mahe Ramadhan, 40 A.H. marked the beginning of Imam Hasan's (A) Imamat. The Muslims pledged their allegiance to him and finalised the formality of Bay'at (Oath of Allegiance). 

REMOVING THE EVIL MUAWIYA:
No sooner had he taken the reins of leadership in his hands than he had to meet the challenge of Muawiya bin Abu Sufyan, the governor of Syria, who began trying to undermine his authority. The Holy Imam (A) decided that Muawiya would have to be ousted by force and he prepared for war. He appointed a representative in Kufa and proceeded to Nukhayla where he had asked the army to gather. After 10 days, only 4,000 men had assembled, so he went back to Kufa and made another call for people to come to arms, sending out Hujr bin Adi to do the same.

Slowly the people answered the call for Jihad. A mixed band of people formed the army:

· Some were sincere Shia, 

· Others were Kharjites who wished to fight Muawiya by any means possible, 

· Some were men who loved fighting and desired war booty, 

· Some were unsure about the right of the Holy Imam (A) to the Caliphate, 

· Others blindly followed their tribal leaders with no thought for religion.

ATTACK ON THE IMAM:
The Holy Imam (A) gave an address to the army in which he first praised Allah and the Prophet (S). He then told the people that he was their sincere advisor and urged them to unite rather than be divided in factions. This message was misunderstood by some, who thought that he planned to hand over authority to Muawiya. There was a riot amongst the people and a group of them attacked the Holy Imam (A) while he was in his tent. The Shia gathered around him and protected him.

Later, during the march towards Syria, a man from the Bani Asad attacked the Holy Imam (A) and struck him on the thigh with an axe. 

BETRAYAL:
Due to the injury, the Holy Imam (A) was forced to stop at Mada'in, from where he sent Ubaidullah bin Abbas with 12,000 men to stop Muawiya, who had advanced into Iraq. 

Muawiya managed to bribe and threaten many of the Holy Imam's (A) followers into abandoning him, including Ubaidullah, who was paid one million dirhams to betray the Holy Imam (A).

The Holy Imam (A) realised that he could not trust the intentions of most of his men and the only people he could rely on were his Shia, who were too few to resist the Syrian soldiers. Meanwhile, Muawiya wrote to him suggesting a truce and peace treaty on the Holy Imam's (A) terms.  

In compliance with the Will of Allah and with the view to avoid the massacre of the few sincere Muslims, the Holy Imam (A) entered into a peace treaty with Muawiya on terms which were meant to save Islam and stop a civil war. 

Muawiya accepted all the terms except the last one, but agreed not to abuse Imam Ali (A) in the presence of the Holy Imam (A). With the passage of time, Muawiya broke all the conditions of the treaty.

The Holy Imam (A) used this opportunity to strengthen the belief of the Muslims and increase their awareness of Islam. He moved back to Madina, where he catered for the religious requirements of the people and devoted his life to the propagation of Islam.

Muawiya was still not satisfied with affairs. He knew that the treaty was never meant as a surrender of authority by the Holy Imam (A), because he was Divinely Appointed as the Imam. 

It was merely an interim transfer of the administration of the Islamic State, subject to the condition that it would be returned to the Holy Imam (A) after Muawiya's death and then it would be in turn inherited by Imam Husain (A). However, Muawiya had plans to declare Yazid, his son, as his successor, and he decided to get rid of the Holy Imam (A) first.  

THE DISLOYAL WIFE:
One of the Holy Imam's (A) wives was Ju'da binte Ash'ath bin Qays. Muawiya conspired with Ju'da to give the Holy Imam (A) some poison. In return she would get 100,000 dirhams and he would marry her to Yazid. This evil woman put poison in the Holy Imam's (A) drinking water and he immediately fell gravely ill as a result. After great suffering, the Holy Imam (A) departed from this world. Just before he died, he entrusted the affairs of Imamat to his brother Imam Husain (A) and made him the guardian of his own family. 

ATTACK ON IMAM (A.S.)’S COFFIN:
The Holy Imam (A) had stated that before he was buried in Jannatul Baqee, his body should be taken to the grave of the Prophet (S) for a final visit. When the Bani Hashim attempted to carry out the last wishes of the Holy Imam (A), they were stopped by Ayesha and members of the Bani Umayyah, who thought that they wished to bury him next to his grandfather. 

Imam Husain (A) did not want bloodshed so he directed that the body be taken straight to Jannatul Baqee, where Imam Hasan (A) was buried next to his grandmother Fatima binte Asad. He was 48 years old when he was martyred.

When Ju'da came to Muawiya to claim her reward, he gave her the money, but refused to marry her to Yazid, declaring that a woman who could poison one husband would certainly not hesitate to poison another.
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IMAM HUSAIN (A) - PART 1 & PART 2

Name :

Husain 

Title:


Sayyidush Shuhada (Chief of Martyrs)

Kuniyat:

Abu Abdillah

Father:

Imam Ali (a.s.)

Mother:

Bibi Fatima Zahra (a.s.)

Birthdate: 

3rd Shabaan, 4AH, in Madina

Imamat:

From 50AH to 61AH

Martyrdom:
            10th Muharram 61AH

Buried:

Kerbala, Iraq

The Holy Imam (A) was the second son of Imam Ali (A) and Lady Fatima (A). He is the third of our Holy Imams (A). His birth was an occasion of great joy for the Ahlul Bayt (A) and was celebrated on earth and in the heavens. When he received the news, the Prophet (S) came and recited Adhaan and Iqamah in the new born child's right and left ears respectively. On the seventh day of his birth the ceremony of Aqeeqa was performed and he was named Husain. 

SHABBIR:
The Prophet (S) had kept the names of his grandsons as commanded by Allah. Prophet Musa's (A) brother Prophet Haroon (A) had also had two sons, Shabbar and Shabbir. The names of the sons of Imam Ali (A) were Arabic equivalents of the Jewish words Shabbar and Shabbir. The significance was to emphasise the relationship of Imam Ali (A) to the Prophet (S), who has said, "O Ali, you are the same to me as Haroon was to Musa, except that there is no Prophet after me." These words show that Imam Ali (A) had the same position as Prophet Haroon (A), who was the brother and the successor after Prophet Musa (A).

FITRUS:
On the day when the Holy Imam (A) was born, Allah ordered the angel Jibraeel (A) to descend and congratulate the Prophet (S) on His behalf.

While descending, Jibraeel (A) passed over an island where the angel Fitrus had been banished due to his delay in executing a command of Allah. He had been deprived of his wings and expelled to the island, where he had remained for several years praying and asking for Allah’s forgiveness.  

When Fitrus saw Jibraeel (A), he asked where he was going. Jibraeel told him that he was going to the house of Imam Ali (A) to congratulate him on the birth of the Holy Imam (A). When he heard this, Fitrus said, "Can you carry me also along with you? Perhaps Muhammad (S) will recommend my case to Allah”

When the angels arrived at the house of Imam Ali (A), Jibraeel (A) delivered Allah's message and then stated the matter of Fitrus. The Prophet (S) said, "Ask the angel to touch the body of the newly born child and return to his place in Heaven." 

On doing this, Fitrus instantly got his wings back and ascended to Heaven, promising the Holy Imam (A), "O Husain, from this day onwards, whenever anyone sends their Salaams to you, I will always deliver it to you."

HIS QUALITIES:
For the first seven years of his life, the Holy Imam (A) grew up under the guidance of his grandfather who loved him very much. He used to say, "Husain is from me and I am from Husain." Once he said, "Hasan and Husain are the leaders of the youth of Paradise." At the time of Mubahila, the Prophet (S) took Imam Hasan (A) and the Holy Imam (A) along with him as his children.

The Prophet (S) has also said, "Hasan and Husain are Imams whether they are sitting or standing." This statement meant that his grandsons were always to be obeyed, whether they sat in peace or came out to war.

The Holy Imam (A) inherited his excellent qualities from his parents. He was a generous and gentle person but would not tolerate anyone violating the principles of Islam. 

His generosity was well known. He would always prefer to fulfil the needs of those who came to ask him for money from behind a curtain. This was because he did not want the man to feel embarrassed by facing the person who was giving him charity.

The Holy Imam (A) looked after many widows and orphans personally. At nights he would carry baskets of food on his shoulders and distribute them amongst the needy. The marks of these burdens were seen across his shoulders after his death.

The Holy Imam (A) enjoyed the presence and guidance of his father till he was 36 years old and for the next 10 years he served his brother Imam Hasan (A) faithfully. At the time of his death, Imam Hasan (A) appointed the Holy Imam (A) as his trustee and transferred the duty of Imamat to him.

BURYING HIS BROTHER:
In 50 A.H., when his brother Imam Hasan (A) passed away, the Holy Imam (A) took over the responsibility of Imamat. The last wishes of Imam Hasan (A) had been to bury him in Jannatul Baqee after taking his body to the grave of the Prophet (S) for a last farewell. When the Holy Imam (A) tried to carry out this last wish, his way was blocked by the Bani Umayyah. One of them, Marwan, who had been the secretary of Uthman, said, "How can Uthman be buried outside Madina while Hasan is buried next to the Prophet of Allah." Ayesha, a widow of the Prophet (S), came out on a mule to insist that the body of Imam Hasan (A) be turned away. Abdullah bin Abbas said to her, "What mischief you bring about, one day on a mule and one day on a camel!" The Holy Imam (A) said to the Bani Umayyah, "By Allah! If my brother had not told me to avoid bloodshed, you would have known how our swords would have taken their toll from you." He then took the body of Imam Hasan (A) to Jannatul Baqee.

IMAMAT:
The Holy Imam (A) began his Imamat at a very difficult time for the Muslims, especially the Shia. Muawiya was busy stirring up trouble in every way he could. The Shia of Iraq approached the Holy Imam (A) and wanted to pledge their allegiance to him, but he reminded them that they were bound by the agreement between Imam Hasan (A) and Muawiya, and the whole matter should be reviewed after Muawiya's death. From his side, Muawiya had violated every condition of the agreement and the only thing he had left to do was to nominate his son Yazid as his successor. The problem was that Yazid was totally unsuitable to assume power and Muawiya and his supporters knew this very well. Thus Muawiya devoted the rest of his life to securing the Caliphate for his unworthy son. Slowly, by bribing, threatening and killing any opposition, he began to achieve his objective. Meanwhile, the Holy Imam (A) continued his life on the path of peace and devoted himself to guiding the people in matters of religion.

The Holy Imam (A) was well known for his generosity. Once a Bedouin Arab came to him saying that he had heard the Prophet (S) say that, when in need, one should ask help from a noble and generous man. He had come to the Holy Imam (A) for help because he found these qualities in him. The Holy Imam (A) told him that he would ask him three questions, and for each correct answer, he would give the man one-third of the money he had in his purse. 
The conversation was as follows:

Holy Imam (A):
What is the best thing to do?

Bedouin:

To believe in Allah.

Holy Imam (A):
What is the best means for man to be safe from destruction (in the hereafter)?

Bedouin:

To trust in Allah.

Holy Imam (A):
What is the best quality a man can have?

Bedouin:

Knowledge associated with intelligence.

Holy Imam (A):
If this is not available, what then?

Bedouin:

Wealth accompanied by generosity.

Holy Imam (A):
What if this is out of reach?

Bedouin:

Poverty allied with patience.

Holy Imam (A):
What if this too is not practicable?

Bedouin:

Then let lightning consume the man to ashes.

The Holy Imam (A) smilingly gave his whole purse to the Bedouin.

A man once came to the Holy Imam (A) for advice, saying that he could not stop himself from committing sins. The Holy Imam (A) asked him to do any of the following five things and then he could sin as he wished:

1. Do not eat from the sustenance (Rizk) of Allah and then sin as you like.

2. Go out of the kingdom of Allah and then sin as you like.

3. Find a place where Allah does not see you and then sin as you like.

4. When the Angel of Death approaches you to remove your soul, stop him from doing so.

5. When you are dragged into the hell-fire at the command of Allah, refuse to enter.

THE GREAT TRAGEDY OF KERBALA:
Muawiya died in 60 A.H., having secured Yazid as the next Caliph. He had committed the worst possible crimes to make this possible and had killed many pious people, notably Hujr bin Adi. Before his death, Muawiya had left strict instructions to his son not to interfere with the Holy Imam (A), because he was the only man who could affect their power. However, Yazid was too arrogant to listen to such advice and one of the first things he did was to write to his governor in Madina demanding the oath of allegiance from the Holy Imam (A).

The Holy Imam (A) flatly refused this demand but he had to leave Madina, because his presence would mean danger for the Muslims of that city. Thus began the series of events that ended in the tragedy of Karbala. The Holy Imam (A) told his brother Muhammad al-Hanafiyyah, that he was leaving Madina only to reform the religion of his grandfather, the Prophet (S). 

The Holy Imam (A) left with his family for Makka and then for Kufa, whose citizens had sent numerous letters for him to come to their city to serve their needs. On his way he was diverted to Karbala by a unit of Yazid's army led by Hur.

After three days hunger and thirst the Holy Imam (A) and his small group of faithful companions were martyred in Karbala. He left this world on the 10th of Muharram, 61 A.H. when he was 57 years old. 
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IMAM ALI ZAINUL ABIDEEN (A)
Name: 
Ali

Title: 

Zainul Abideen (The Jewel of Worshippers)

Kuniyat: 
Abu Muhammad

Father: 
Imam Husain (A)

Mother: 
Bibi Shahr Banu (A)

Birthdate: 
5th Sha’ban 38 A.H. in Madina

Imamat: 
From 61 A.H. to 95 A.H.

Martyrdom: 
25th Muharram 95 A.H.

Buried
: 
Madina, Saudi Arabia.

Imam (A) was the eldest son of Imam Husain (A). His mother was the Persian princess Bibi Shahr Banu (A), daughter of King Yazdjard II, the last pre-Islamic ruler of Iran.

He spent the first two years of his life under the care of his grandfather Imam Ali (A), and the next twelve years under the guardianship of his uncle Imam Hasan (A). In 61 A.H. he was present in Karbala, where his father, relatives and the companions of his father were mercilessly killed by the forces of Yazid. At the time, he was too ill to fight and was thus preserved by Allah to continue the line of Imamat.

Imam (A) lived 34 years after his father and all his life was passed in prayers and Du'as to Allah and in the remembrance of the tragedy of Karbala. His habit of frequent prostration in Sajdah caused him to be popularly known as Sajjad. He was also called 'Abid.

In his time, no one could equal the piety and awareness of Allah that he possessed. He was so mindful of Allah that whenever he sat for Wudhu, the colour of his face would change and when he stood for Namaaz his body would be seen trembling. 

When he was asked why he became like this, he replied, "Do you not know before Whom I stand in prayers, and with Whom I talk?"

Imam (A) had a habit of going out at night with bags of money, food and even firewood. When he reached the houses of the poor and needy, he would distribute what he had without revealing his identity. It was only after his death that the people found out that their helper was actually Imam (A) himself.

Imam (A) was part of the caravan of captives that was led from Karbala to Kufa and then to Sham after the martyrdom of Imam Husain (A) and his companions.

The cruel army of Yazid chained the hands and legs of Imam (A) and made him wear an iron neckband with spikes facing inwards. The chains used to heat up in the hot desert and burn his flesh to the bone. These wounds continued to give him discomfort for the rest of his life.

In Sham, Imam (A) and the ladies and children of the party of Imam Husain (A) were imprisoned in very harsh conditions. Yazid once called Imam (A) and asked him to speak. Imam (A) gave such a powerful lecture that the feelings of the people began to be swayed towards him. Yazid was alarmed at this and ordered that Adhaan be recited so that Imam's (A) words would be cut off. At this, Imam (A) commented that he was the grandson of the same Muhammad (S) whose name they were reciting in Adhaan. 

Due to the pressure of public opinion, Yazid decided to free his prisoners and let them return to Madina. But after his return, Imam (A) was again chained and sent to Sham on the order of the Bani Umayyah Caliph Abdul Malik. Later he was allowed to return to Madina.

After his return to Madina he retired from public life and was only in contact with some of the Shia who learnt from him and taught others. 

Once when the Bani Umayyah Caliph, Waleed bin Abdul Malik, came for Haj, he could not get near and kiss the Black Stone (Hajare Aswad) because of the crowd of people. While he was sitting waiting for the rush to die down, he saw Imam (A) enter the Haraam and go straight towards the Black Stone. The crowds parted for him and he managed to kiss the blessed stone quite easily. Waleed was annoyed by this and asked who this man was, although he had recognised Imam (A). 

A Shia poet, Farazdak, who was standing nearby, heard him and was irritated by the petty remark of Waleed. In reply to Waleed's question he composed a powerful and moving poem in praise of Imam (A). This poem exists today and is considered to be one of the masterpieces of Arabic literature.

Imam (A) was prevented by the government to preach openly so he used Du'as to guide the people. His Du'as contained a wealth of teaching and wisdom and many of them exist today. His most famous work is the book of 57 Du'as known as Sahifae Kaamilah.

Imam (A) was poisoned by Waleed bin Abdul Malik in 95 A.H. and is buried in Jannatul Baqee in Madina next to Imam Hasan (A).
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MAM AL-MAHDI (A.T.F.J.) IN QURAN AND HADEETH
Name : Muhammad

Title : al-Mahdi (The Guided One)

Kuniyat : Abul Qasim

Father : Imam Hasan al-Askari (A)

Mother : Bibi Narjis Khatun (A)

Birthdate : 15th Sha'baan 255 A.H. in Samarra

Imamat : From 260 A.H. till today

Martyrdom : He is still alive
Quran and Imam Al Mahdi a.s.

Sura e Qasas

وَنُرِيدُ أَنْ نَمُنَّ عَلَى الَّذِينَ اسْتُضْعِفُوا فِي الأَرْضِ وَنَجْعَلَهُمْ أَئِمَّةً وَنَجْعَلَهُمْ الْوَارِثِينَ (5)
Aayat # 5  Translation: Jin logo ko Ru-e-arz par majboor aur bebas kar diya gaya hai Hum inhi par ehsaan kaekay inhay Imam- waaris aur kurahraaz ka hukumraan banaakay Firaun o Haamaan aur un kay lashkar ko wahi cheez dikhaana chaahtay hai jis say who kha’if thay.

Sura e Noor

وَعَدَ اللَّهُ الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا مِنْكُمْ وَعَمِلُوا الصَّالِحَاتِ لَيَسْتَخْلِفَنَّهُم فِي الأَرْضِ كَمَا اسْتَخْلَفَ الَّذِينَ مِنْ قَبْلِهِمْ وَلَيُمَكِّنَنَّ لَهُمْ دِينَهُمْ الَّذِي ارْتَضَى لَهُمْ وَلَيُبَدِّلَنَّهُمْ مِنْ بَعْدِ خَوْفِهِمْ أَمْناً يَعْبُدُونَنِي لا يُشْرِكُونَ بِي شَيْئاً وَمَنْ كَفَرَ بَعْدَ ذَلِكَ فَأُوْلَئِكَ هُمْ الْفَاسِقُونَ (55)
Aayat # 55  Translation: Allah nay tum logo may say aisay momeneen kay saath jo amal e saaleh bhi kartay hai waadaa kiya hai kay jis tarha in say pehlay afraad ko ru way arz par apna khalifa banaaya hai isi tarha inhay bhi khalifa banaayega. Inhay apnay pasndeedah deen kay nafaaz ka kulli tour par ikhteyaar dega aur un kay khouf o hiras ko aman aur sukoon may tabdeel kar dega. Who meri ibaadat karegay aur kisi ko mera shareek nahi banaayege. Is kay baad jis nay bhi kufr kiya who faaseqeen say shumaar hoga.

Sura e Ambiya

وَلَقَدْ كَتَبْنَا فِي الزَّبُورِ مِنْ بَعْدِ الذِّكْرِ أَنَّ الأَرْضَ يَرِثُهَا عِبَادِي الصَّالِحُونَ (105)
Aayat # 105 Translation: Hum nay Zuboor may bhi bataa diya hai kay zikr kay baad ru ay arz kay hukumraan meray saaleh banday hongay.

Sura e Touba 

هُوَ الَّذِي أَرْسَلَ رَسُولَهُ بِالْهُدَى وَدِينِ الْحَقِّ لِيُظْهِرَهُ عَلَى الدِّينِ كُلِّهِ وَلَوْ كَرِهَ الْمُشْرِكُونَ (33)
Aayat # 33 Translation: Allah wohi hai jis nay apnay Rasul ko hidaayat aur deen e haque say ia liye nawaaza hai taakay isay puray deen ka hukumraan banaaye khwa mushrekeen ko yeh baat naagawaar bhi guzray.
Ahadeeth and Imam Mahdi a.s.

1.}Saaeed bin Zubair nay Abdullah bin Abbas say riwaayat ki hai aur Abdullah nay nabi e aalemeen say naqal kiya hai aap nay farmaaya hai

“Meray Khulfaa, meray awsiya uar meray baad ru-ay zameen par hujjat e Khuda yaqeenaan baara {12} hongay jin may ka awwal mera bhai aur aakhri mera beta hoga.

Sahaaba nay arz kiya –“ Ya Rasulallah aap ka bhayi koun hai?

Farmaaya – “ Ali ibn Abi Taalib”

Arz kiya gaya – “ Aur aap ka beta koun hoga?” 

Farmaaya- “ Mahdi a.s. jo ru-ay arz ko is tarah adl o insaaf say pur kar dega jis tarah zulm o jour say pur hochuki hogi. Ba-khuda! Agar taqdeer e ilaahi kay mutaabiq is duniya kizindagi say sirf ek din bhi bach rahega to Allah us ek din ko itna taweel kar dega kay is may mera beta Mahdi zuhoor karega. Isa bin Maryam a.s. aasmaan say nuzool karegayaur Imam Mahdi kay iqtedaar may namaz padhengay Ru-ay arz noor e rub say jagmagaa uthega. Is ki hukumat az mashriq ta maghrib hogi”.

2.} Bihaarul Anwaar jild 51

Allama Majlisi nay Shaykh Mufeed kay zariye Abu Ayyub Ansaari say riwaayat ki hai kay nabi e kareem nay apnay ayyam e marz may Janaab e Fatema a.s. say farmaya tha. 
“ Jis zaat kay qabza e qudrat may meri jaan hai us ki qasam! Is ummat kay liye yaqeenan ek Imam Mahdi a.s. hoga aur ba-khuda! Who teri hi zurriyat say hoga”.

3.} Al Arbayeen az hafiz Abu Naeem – Jabir bin Abdullah Ansaari say manqul hai kay sarwar e ambiya nay farmaaya hai. 
“ Hazrat Isa a.s. aasmaan say naazil hongay to ummat e muslimaa ka ameer unhay daawat dega kay aayiye namaz padhaayiye. Hazrat Isa a.s. jawaab dengay – Nahi yeh sharaf umaat e Muhammed hi ko haasil hai kay tum hi ek doosray kay ameer ho. 

(Ref.: “Al Imam al Mahdi --Wilaadat say Zuhoor Tak” by Sayyed Muhammed Kazim al Qazweeni)
The Birth of Imam Mahdi (A)

The name of the mother of Imam Mahdi (A) is Bibi Narjis Khatun (A). Her other names were Malika, Sausan and Rayhana. She was the grand-daughter of the Roman Emperor of the time. The history of her arrival into Samarra is narrated by Bashir bin Sulayman as follows:

"Once Imam Ali an-Naqi (A) called for me and said, "Since you are a descendant of our helpers and amongst our friends, I wish to assign to you a responsibility as I place full confidence in you." I asked him to issue his command as I was ready for any service. He said that he desired to purchase a female slave. He asked me to proceed to Baghdad for this purpose and upon my arrival to go to the river bank the next morning. There I would see a number of boats and some female captives for sale. I should approach one Umar bin Yazid who would have for sale a female who would be dressed in two silk clothes. She would disapprove of any buyer and would be speaking in the Roman language. He gave me 120 Dinars and said that the seller would accept only this price. He also gave me a letter written in the Roman language to hand over to the female slave.

I proceeded to Baghdad and in accordance with the signs Imam (A) had given me, I identified the lady and handed the letter to her. Upon reading the letter tears flowed from her eyes and she said to her master that she wanted to be sold only to me and that she would accept no other buyer.

So I returned to my lodging with the lady who placed the letter on her eyes and wept profusely. I asked her why she was kissing the letter and weeping, when she was a visitor from Rome and did not know the author of the letter.

She said, "I am the grand-daughter of Kaiser, the king of Rome, and my name is Malika. My father's name is Prince Yashua and the name of my mother is Shamunussafa. My grandfather had betrothed me to his nephew. One day he called to the palace all the Christian priests, ministers, leaders and courtiers. He seated his nephew on a throne studded with diamonds and asked the priest to perform my marriage with him.

No sooner had the priest commenced the recitation from the book, when the idols on the walls collapsed and the prince fell off the throne which had broken into pieces. Another attempt met with the same result. My grandfather was deeply distressed by this unexplained occurrence.

The same night Prophet Isa (A) appeared in my dreams. He was present with his companions at the same marriage ceremony. A high throne had been placed exactly where the prince's throne had been, and on it was seated an elderly gentleman with a glowing face. Soon some illuminated personages arrived and Prophet Isa (A) rose to welcome them.

I asked someone in my dream as to their identity. He informed me that they were the Prophet of Islam (S) with the eleven Imams (A) from his progeny, who were his successors.

The Prophet of Islam (S) asked Prophet Isa (A) for the hand of Malika, the daughter of Shamunussafa, for his son, pointing at the shining face of Imam Hasan al-Askari (A). (This request was made to Prophet Isa (A) as Malika was the descendant of Prophet Shamoon (A) who was the successor of Prophet Isa (A). ) 

Prophet Isa (A) invited the views of Prophet Shamoon (A) who instantly consented as he regarded the request a great honour, and so my marriage was performed with Imam Hasan Askari (A).

My eyes abruptly opened and I was full of joy on recalling the dream. However, overcome by fear, I did not narrate this to anyone.

Then, in a dream I saw the daughter of the Prophet of Islam (S) and rose in reverence to her and complained about my condition and my separation from Imam (A). She told me to recite the Kalima to testify to the Unity of Allah and the Prophethood of Muhammad (S) and become a Muslim and then only she would ask Imam (A) to visit me daily in my dream. I became a Muslim and since then, Imam (A) came in my dream and consoled me. Once he told me that my grandfather would send an army to attack a Muslim country and that I should change my dress and join the army as one of the attendants. The Muslims would win and I would be arrested with the others and taken as a prisoners of war."

Bashir continues, "I was overwhelmed with joy on hearing this narration and brought Bibi Narjis Khatun (A) to Samarra to Imam Ali an-Naqi (A) who welcomed her and handed her into the care of his sister Halima Khatun.

Later he arranged for her to marry his son, Imam Hasan al-Askari (A) and prophesied that they would have a son who would be the Hujjat (Proof) of Allah on earth. When the earth will have been saturated with oppression, evil and dishonesty, he would emerge to spread justice and piety."

Imam Mahdi (A) was born in Samarra at dawn on Friday, the 15th of Sha'baan 255 A.H. in the house of his father. Such brightness shone on his face, that it penetrated through the roof of the house towards the sky. Immediately upon his birth, he first prostrated in Sajdah and raised his right index finger towards the sky and recited the Kalima. This was the practice of all our Imams (A)

During the ceremony of shaving the head of the new-born, Imam Hasan al-Askari (A) instructed his attorney Uthman bin Said Umri to distribute meat and loaves of bread to the poor.

Imam (A) was born in the time of the Abbaside Caliph Mu'tamad. Mu'tamad had tried to prevent his birth but had been unsuccessful.

Amongst the titles of Imam (A) are Al-Qayim (the Established one), al-Hujjat (the Proof), al-Muntazar (the Awaited one), al-Muntazir (the Waiting one) and Sahib uz-Zaman (the Master of this Age).

Allah granted Imam (A) with wisdom and excellence at birth. Like the Prophets Isa (A) and Yahya (A), he had the ability to speak in infancy and used to recite verses of the Holy Qur'an from the cradle. On the day just following his birth, a servant sneezed near his cradle. Imam (A) immediately said in the usual Muslim tradition, "May Allah have mercy on you" but also added, "Whoever sneezes, his life is assured for at least the next three days."

During his childhood, his father never used to let him stay in one place in the house. He used to move him to a different location every so often, so that Mu'tamad would not come to know of his existence. Imam Hasan al-Askari (A) only let a few trusted companions into the secret of his son and advised them that he would be his successor.

 At the time of the death of Imam Hasan al-Askari (A), his brother Ja'far was preparing to lead the funeral prayers when Imam (A) suddenly appeared. He was only 5 years old and most people had never seen him. Imam (A) told his uncle to move aside because only an Imam (A) could lead the funeral prayers for another Imam (A). He led the prayers and then disappeared.

Mu'tamad received the news that the prayers had been led by a young boy, from whose face light shone out like the full moon. He immediately knew that he had failed in his plan and despite all his efforts, the next Imam (A) had been born. This fact frightened him because he knew of the Hadith of the Holy Prophet (S) that the 12th Imam (A) would be the one who would fill the earth with peace and justice in the same way as it will have been filled with cruelty and injustice. Mu'tamad knew that his own rule was far from just, so he increased his efforts in locating and killing Imam (A) before any harm came to himself. In this he was unsuccessful because Allah protected His Hujjat, who had to serve mankind till the last days.

The Holy Prophet (S) has said that if one dies without knowing the Imam of his time, his death is that of an unbeliever. We must therefore realise our duties to our Imam (A), who is still alive and in Ghaybat (Concealment).

There have been two periods of Ghaybat. The first is known as Ghaybate Sughra (Minor Concealment) which took place from 260 A.H. to 328 A.H. During this time Imam (A) could not be seen by his followers, but they could communicate with him through his special deputies. In the period of Ghaybate Sughra, Imam (A) nominated four deputies. They were: 

1. Uthman bin Said. He was the companion and attorney of the 10th and 11th Imams (A) also. He was the deputy of Imam (A) for only one and a half years. Imam (A) told him that he would soon die and to appoint his son Muhammad in his place and inform the people. His grave in Baghdad is still visited today.

2. Muhammad bin Uthman. He was extremely pious and served Imam (A) for 50 years. At the time of his death in 305 A.H., he was instructed to appoint Husain bin Rauh. He is also buried in Baghdad. 

3. Husain bin Rauh. He was a man of cheerful character who got on well with the Sunnis also. He was a scholar of a very high standard. He died in 326 A.H.

4. Ali bin Muhammad Samry. He was the last deputy of Imam (A) and his office lasted 3 years. Just before his death, he received a message from Imam (A) that he would soon depart from the world and to announce that the period of Ghaybate Sughra would now end.

Imam (A) also told him of the two main signs of his reappearance. The first would be the rising of the army of Sufiani from Syria and secondly, a loud voice would be heard from the sky announcing the presence of Imam (A). The announcement would be understood by every person on earth, whatever language they spoke.

After 68 years the period of Ghaybate Sughra ended and the period of Ghaybate Kubra (Major Concealment) began. This is the period we are living in today.

The period of Ghaybate Sughra (Minor Concealment) of the Holy Imam (A) ended with the death of his fourth deputy in the year 328 A.H. During that time he answered the requests and questions of the Shia through his deputies. Then Allah ordered him into Ghaybate Kubra (Major Concealment) and since then he has been concealed from us. In this period there is no public appearance of the Holy Imam (A), nobody can claim to be his deputy and there is no direct way of communication with him.

In place of the special deputies, pious scholars like our Mujtahids, are regarded as representatives of the Holy Imam (A). Indeed he has said: 

"Those learned in religion are its defenders. They restrain themselves from temptation and follow their Imam. It is obligatory upon the faithful to follow them because they are our representatives. Those who oppose them have opposed us and those who oppose us have opposed Allah."

Many people wonder what is the use of an Imam who cannot be seen. But just as the earth benefits from the light and heat of the sun even when it is temporarily hidden behind a cloud, so does creation benefit from the Holy Imam (A) even while he is concealed. There are many examples from history where the Holy Imam (A) has guided and assisted his followers.

About a hundred miles from Najaf there was a centre of Shia learning called Hilla where one of our greatest Mujtahids, Allama Hilli (R) lived. Once, several people asked him about a ruling regarding a pregnant woman who had died with the child still alive in the womb. They asked whether she should be buried with the child or should the child be removed from her womb. He advised that the lady be buried in the same condition. When the people were carrying the coffin to the grave, a horseman arrived saying that the Allama had ordered that the child be now removed. The living child was then safely cut away from the dead mother, who was then buried.

A few years later, Allama Hilli (R) was visited by a man with a small child. The man said that this was the same child who had been removed from his mother after the Allama had changed his instructions. The Allama was astonished to hear this because he had not sent any horseman. He immediately realised that it was the Holy Imam (A) who had come to his aid, otherwise he would have been guilty of burying a living child.                                                                                                                           From that day he remained in his home and refused to give any rulings on matters of religion in case he made such a mistake again.

In a few days he received a letter from the Holy Imam (A) stating that he should not be concerned and continue to guide the people. If by chance he erred, the Holy Imam (A) would himself correct matters. Allama Hilli (R) went on to become one of the greatest Mujtahids, and today we are indebted to him for his valuable contributions in matters of religious jurisprudence.

In the time of the British rule in Bahrain, they appointed a Sunni Muslim as governor despite the fact that the majority of the population was Shia. There was also a particular Sunni minister who was an enemy of the Shia.

One day he brought a pomegranate (daaram) to the governor. On the pomegranate, the names of Abu Bakr, Umar, Uthman and Imam Ali (A) were found, together with the inscription that these were the four Rightful Caliphs of the Muslims. The minister claimed that this was a natural miracle and a sign from Allah that the Shia belief was incorrect. He urged that now the Shia should not be regarded as Muslims and be asked to become "true" Sunnis or be killed or made to pay the taxes of non-Muslims.

 The governor was delighted at this occurrence and summoned the Shia scholars and put the three alternatives to them. The Shia were amazed when they saw the fruit and asked for three days to return with their reply. This time was granted to them and they went away wondering what to do. Finally they decided to seek help from the Holy Imam (A).

Three pious scholars were selected and each one was to go out of the city into the forest and pray for the assistance of the Holy Imam (A). On the first two nights the first two scholars spent the whole night in prayers and supplications, but with no success. On the third night, the third scholar, saw an impressive personality approach him at dawn.

The man asked him what the problem was. He replied that if he was truly his Imam then he would surely know the problem. The Holy Imam (A) then replied that he was aware of the difficulty and not to worry. He told the scholar to go with the governor to the minister's house the next day, and insist on going to the top terrace. There he would find two moulds with the false inscription printed on them. These moulds had been fitted into the growing fruit so that, as it became larger, the words were embedded in it. He further told him to ask the minister to break open the fruit and witness the power of Allah.

The next morning matters proceeded as the Holy Imam (A) had ordered. When the minister was told to take everybody on to the top terrace he went pale and began to make excuses. At the governor's insistence, he reluctantly led them to the place, where they found the articles as described by the Holy Imam (A). Eventually the governor asked the minister to break open the fruit. When he did so, black dust flew from it and smeared his eyes and beard. The minister was executed for his treachery while the Shia scholars left with honour and dignity.                                                                                          

These and numerous other events show that the Holy Imam (A) does come to our aid, many times without us even being aware that it is he who has helped us out of a particular difficulty.

History chapter 13

BIBI ZAINAB BINTE JAHASH {Zauja e Rasool(s)}

Walid   : Jahash

Walida : Umaima --Rasool(s) ki phupi

Bhai     : Abdullah -- Jang e Uhud mai shaheed huway.

Behen  : Un panch(5) misaali khawateen mai say aik hain kay jinho nay Jange Uhud  mein bari 
              khidmat ki

Nikah   : Rasool (s) say- 3 A.H or 5 A.H - at the age of 35 yrs.(aur isi sal hijab ka hukm bhi aya).

Death   : 20 A.H- at the age of 50 or 53 yrs.
Bibni Zainab Quraish kay shurafa ki nasal say thi aur jahiliyat ki rasm kay mutabiq  un ki shadi  shurafa hi kay larkay say honi chahiye thi, laikin Islam jahiliyat wali rasmoo ko dur kar kay islam ki sunnatoo ka aadi banana chahta tha,isi liya Bibi Zainab nay Rasool(s) ki paiskash per Zaid bin Harisa say shadi kar li thi.

Zaid bin Harisa aik ghulam thay jinhay Bibi Khadija nay Rasool(s) ko baksh diya tha aur Rasool(s) nay unhay azad kar kay apna baita bana liya tha.

Ye bhi ghulamo ko kamtar na samjh nay ki rah mein aik ahm qadam tha.Aur dusra bara qadm un kay liya Bibi Zainab ka rishta mangna tha.

Larki waloun nay bhi ye rishta is liya manzoor kar liya kay Rasool(s) kay hukm ki nafarmani na ho is tarah Bibi Zainab jokay azaad thi, un kay nikah mein agaen jo kay pahlay ghulam thay.

Kuch muddat kay baad apnay androoni iktailafaat ki waja say aik dusray say juda hogaye( Zaid & Zainab).

Jahiliyat ki rasm kay mutabiq,munh bola baita-baitay hi kay hukm mein tha aur is ki biwi bhi bahoo kay hukm mein thi.

Laikn Islam nay is rasm ki bhi mukhalaifat ki aur Quran nay hukm diya 

“ unhay unkay asli aur haqiqi baap kay nam say pukaro kay ye Khuda kay nazdiq adl say ziada qareeb hai.( Ahzab:5)

Yani munh bolay baitay ko miras nahi mil sakti aur na wo mehram ho sakta hai. Isi tarah is say behan,baiti waghaira ki shadi ki ja sakti hai.

Rasool(s) nay khud amal kia, dusroo ko bhi is per amal karna chahiye aur jahiliyat ki rasmo ko khatam karna Islam ki nazar mein bohat ahm(imp.) masala hai. 

            Quran mein hai: “ aur kisi momin mard ya aurat ko ikhtiar nahi hai kay jub Khuda aur us ka Rasool(s) kisi amr kay baray mein faisla kar day to wo bhi apnay amr kay baray mein mukhtar ban jae, aur jo Khuda o Rasool(s) ki nafarmani karay ga wo khuli gumrahi mein mubtela hoga”.( Ahzab:36)

Quran say ye baat samajh aati hai kay Bibi Zainab ki talaaq kay baad in say shadi kar nay per Rasool(s) ko mamoor kiya gaya tha, “…….. aur jub Zainab aur Zaid ka muamila yaksoo ho gaya to hum nay Zainab ka nikah aap say kar diya takay momineen kay liya munh bolay baitoun ki biwioun say nikah kar nay mein koi haraj na rahay,……”.Jub Bibi Zainab ko ye khabar mili to khush ho kar sajda-e-shukr kiya.

Ye nikah tableghay-e-Risalat hi ka aik juz hai.

Is nikah kay nata’ij ka khulasa:    

1) Jahiliyat kay khilaf, ghulam ka shurafa kay sath nikah.

2) Munh bolay baitay ki biwi say ( Islam mein ) nikah mein haraj nahi.

3) Apni khuwahish per Khuda & Rasool(s) kay hukm ko tarjeeh.

Bibi Zainab Rasool(s) ki tamam biwioun per fakhr karti thi aur kehti thi: 

“tumhari shadi,tumharay walidain nay Rasool)s) say ki hai laikin mujhay Khuda nay Rasool(s) kay liya muntakhib kiya hai….”.

Umme Salma kahti hai: 

“ Bibi Zainab ko Rasool(s) bohat chahtay thay,

wo bhi shaista,rouzay dar,shab-zindedar aur bohot naik thi aur gharibon ki bohot ziada madad karti thi.

Rasool(s) nay farmaya tha: 

“ tum mein say jis kay hath lambay hain us ka inteqal jald hoga….”

----yani sakhi ziada thi, jo kuch milta gharibon per kharch kartin.

  Ref.: MISALI KHAWATEEN (Quran, Ahadees & Tareekh mai)  & notes from Nuqoosh e Ismat & Pand e Tareekh. 
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PROPHET LUT (A)
Prophet Lut (A) was the cousin of Prophet Ibrahim (A). Their mothers were sisters and Prophet Lut's (A) own sister, Sarah, was Prophet Ibrahim's (A) first wife. The two Prophets (A) migrated together to Palestine, but later Prophet Lut (A) settled in the district of Sodom in Jordan. 

The people of Sodom were unsociable and treated strangers disgracefully. Anybody who passed through their area would be robbed of all his possessions. Their life was full of singing, merry-making and gambling. But by far the worst vice in their community was homosexuality, which was openly practised. The word sodomy is in fact a reference to the people of Sodom, who were the first to commit this act. To guide these people, Allah sent Prophet Lut (A) to them. Prophet Lut (A) did his utmost to teach the people about the evil of their ways. He preached to them the message of Allah and begged them to give up their evil customs. 

However, after 30 years of guidance, only a handful of people had accepted his teaching while the rest remained engrossed in their sinful habits. The Holy Qur'an says:


And (We sent) Lut, when he said to his people, "Why do you commit such indecent acts that have never been committed before by anyone in any of the worlds? Verily, you come to men in lust instead of women. Indeed you are a people who are guilty of excess." And they had no answer except that they said, "Turn him out of our town, he and his people seek to purify (themselves)."

                                        Surah al-A'raaf, 7:80-82
While Prophet Lut (A) increased his efforts to try and guide the people, they wanted to expel him and his followers from the town. When he warned the people to fear the Wrath of Allah for their indecent behaviour, they laughed and said that they did not care about it.

Prophet Lut (A) despaired of ever guiding the people. He was deeply ashamed when they forced travellers passing through the town to indulge in their vile acts, and prayed to Allah to deliver him and his family from the people of Sodom. 

Finally, the punishment of Allah descended on these wretched people. Allah sent down a group of His angels, including Jibraeel (A), to teach the people of Sodom a terrible lesson. 

The angels came down in human form and first visited Prophet Ibrahim (A). He thought they were travellers who were passing by his house, so he welcomed them and prepared a roasted calf for them. 

However, they did not touch their meals and their strange behaviour frightened Prophet Ibrahim (A). At this point, the angels introduced themselves and said that they were on their way to punish the people of Lut. However, they also informed him of the good news that he would soon be blessed them with a son, (Prophet) Ishaaq (A), and a grandson, (Prophet) Ya'qub (A).

Prophet Ibrahim (A) had not been able to have a child with his wife Sarah and the news delighted them. Then, he remembered their other purpose. The Holy Qur'an says:


And when Ibrahim recovered from his awe and had received the good news, he began pleading with Us for Lut's people. Verily, Ibrahim was indeed forbearing, compassionate and often turned to Allah. (Allah said), "O Ibrahim, Forsake this (argument)! Indeed the decree of your Lord has already come to pass, and verily, they are about to receive a torment (which is) irreversible."                                                                                                           Hud,11:74-76
The angels then changed themselves into young men and left for Sodom. When they reached the town, they knocked at the door of Prophet Lut's (A) house. Prophet Lut (A) was very worried when he saw that he had guests who were handsome youths, because he knew very well what the habits of his people were. However, he could not turn them away and so he welcomed them to his house. The Holy Qur'an says:


And when Our Messengers came to Lut, he was grieved for them and felt himself powerless (to protect them) and they said, "Do not fear or grieve, we will deliver you and your people, except your wife. She shall be of those who stay behind. Verily, we are bringing upon the people of this town a punishment for their sins." And indeed We have left a clear sign of it for a people who understand.

                                     Ankabut, 29:33-35
No sooner had the guests arrived than Prophet Lut's (A) immoral wife signalled to the people that there were young men in her house. 

The Holy Qur'an says:


And his people came rushing to him, those who had done evil deeds in the past. He (Lut) said, "O my people, here are my daughters (to marry) - they are purer for you, so guard against (the punishment of) Allah, and do not disgrace me about my guests. Is there not amongst you a single right minded man?" They said, "Indeed you know that that we do not need your daughters and you very well know what we intend."

                                             Hud, 11:78,79
As the people surged towards the house, determined to satisfy their evil desires, Jibraeel (A) waved his arm at them and turned them blind. He then asked Prophet Lut (A) to leave in the night with his family and the few virtuous people, but to leave his wife behind. As soon as they were safe, the angels brought the punishment of Allah on the town. The Holy Qur'an says:


So the (violent) Blast seized them (while) entering upon dawn. Thus did We turn it (the town) upside down and rained down on them stones of baked clay. Verily, in this are signs for those who are heedful.

                                        Hijr,15:73-75
History chapter 15

PROPHET YA'QUB (A)
Allah says the following about Prophet Ibrahim (A) in the Holy Qur'an:


And We bestowed on him Ishaaq, and Ya'qub as an additional gift, and made them righteous. And We made them leaders to guide (the people) by Our command; and We inspired them to perform good deeds and observe their moral obligations and pay Zakaat; and they obeyed Us.

                                       Anbiya, 21:72,73
Prophet Ishaaq (A) was the younger son of Prophet Ibrahim (A), by his wife Sarah. Prophet Ishaaq (A) married his uncle's daughter Rafqa, and they were blessed with twin sons, Isu and Prophet Ya'qub (A).

Prophet Ya'qub (A) was much loved by his parents and this made his twin brother jealous. To prevent trouble between the brothers, Prophet Ishaaq (A) advised Prophet Ya'qub (A) to migrate from their home in Palestine to Fidaan Aram, where his maternal uncle Labaan lived. In Fidaan Aram he went into the service of his uncle. He later married his uncle’s daughter Lay’ah.

After the period of service was over, Prophet Ya'qub (A) left with his family and property to return to Palestine. In Palestine, Prophet Ya'qub (A) sent presents to his brother to indicate good-will, and his brother accepted them and welcomed him warmly. In time, the grudge between the brothers was forgotten.

Prophet Ya'qub (A) decided to make his home in the land of Kanaan and Allah blessed him with twelve sons. His twelve sons became famously known as the "Grandchildren of Ishaaq"

His second wife, Raheel died early and therefore Prophet Ya'qub (A) always regarded her sons Binyameen and especially Prophet Yusuf (A) with particular affection. His love for Prophet Yusuf (A) was later to become a source of jealousy for his older sons who determined to do away with their younger brother. 

But Allah chose Prophet Yusuf (A) to be His Messenger and protected him from the evil intentions of his brothers.

History chapter 16

PROPHET YUSUF (A) 
PROPHET YUSUF (A) -  PART 1
1. Introduction
Prophet Yusuf (A) was the son of Prophet Ya'qub (A). In the Bible he is referred to as Joseph son of Jacob. The Holy Qur'an has mentioned his story in a beautiful chapter entitled "Surah Yusuf". Prophet Yusuf (A) had 11 brothers. He was one of the youngest and possessed excellent character and manners. His father loved him dearly.

Prophet Yusuf (A) once dreamt that eleven stars and the sun and moon were prostrating to him. He related the dream to his father. Prophet Ya'qub (A) realised that the dream outlined his son's destiny and greatness and cautioned him not to tell his brothers about the dream.

His brothers were jealous of the favour that he enjoyed in their father's eyes and planned to somehow get rid of him. Whenever they took their goats out for grazing they would ask their father if Yusuf (A) could accompany them. Prophet Ya'qub (A) always refused, saying that the boy was too young. When Prophet Yusuf (A) reached the age of 16, his brothers insisted that he was now old enough to accompany them. With reluctance, their father  agreed to let them take him with them.

As soon as they were far enough from home, they began to plot about how to dispose of Prophet Yusuf (A). Then, they came across a dry well. They removed Prophet Yusuf's (A) shirt, and threw him into the well. Ignoring their young brother's pleas, they heartlessly left him to die of hunger. On the way back, they slaughtered a goat and stained Prophet Yusuf's (A) shirt with its blood. They arrived home weeping and told their father that while they were grazing their sheep, a wolf came and ate their brother. He did not believe their story and could do nothing but remain patient and wait for Allah to reunite him with his beloved son.

Meanwhile a caravan of traders passing by the well stopped to draw some water. They were surprised to see Prophet Yusuf (A) come up holding the bucket. They hid him with their merchandise and sold him to some slave traders for a few pieces of silver.

2. Prophet Yusuf (A) in Egypt
Thus, Prophet Yusuf (A) arrived in Egypt. At the slave market the buyers were all attracted by him, because he was a very handsome young man. News of this remarkable youth swept through the city. The Aziz (Governor of Egypt and Chief Officer of the King), whose name was Fotifaar, offered a price that none could match. He brought Prophet Yusuf (A) home and told his wife Zuleikha that they would adopt him as their son.

Zuleikha, however, was so taken by Prophet Yusuf's (A) beauty that she sought to have an illegal association with him. A Prophet of Allah could never be part of such an evil deed and Prophet Yusuf (A) backed away from the advances of Zuleikha. As he raced for the door she ripped his shirt from behind. At the door they met the Aziz. On seeing her husband, Zuleikha tried to blame Yusuf (A) by claiming that he had tried to lay a hand on her. Before the Aziz could vent his fury on Prophet Yusuf (A), a baby spoke up from the cradle, and the Holy Qur'an says:


And a witness from her own household testified, "If his shirt is torn from the front, then she speaks the truth and he is of the liars. And if his shirt is torn from behind, then she lies and he is of the truthful ones.                                                                                                           Yusuf, 12:26,27
The shirt was, of course, torn from behind, and the Aziz was extremely angry with his wife for attempting such an act of indecency. The women of the city heard about Zuleikha's actions and began to gossip and make fun of her. To explain her attraction she decided to let them see Prophet Yusuf (A) themselves.

She called forty of them to the palace for a meal. As soon as they all had a knife to cut some fruit, she called Prophet Yusuf (A) into the room on some excuse. So dazzled were they by his beauty and presence, that they cut their fingers in their distraction and exclaimed, "This is not a human being - he must be an angel!"

Zuleikha was furious with Prophet Yusuf (A) because he had caused her to be ridiculed. In her anger and frustration, she caused him to be imprisoned on false charges of assault.

PROPHET YUSUF (A) -  PART 2

1. Prophet Yusuf (A) in Prison
Due to continued pressure from his wife Zuleikha, the Aziz of Egypt decided to imprison Prophet Yusuf (A), despite his innocence. The reason he gave was that people would forget the actions of his wife while Prophet Yusuf (A) lay in prison, and her dignity would be restored.

On the same day that Prophet Yusuf (A) was put into prison, two other men were also imprisoned. One used to serve the king wine, while the other was the royal cook. Both men had been accused of trying to poison the king. On the following day, the wine-server said to Prophet Yusuf (A), "I saw in a dream that I was crushing grapes to make wine for the king". The cook said, "I dreamt that I was carrying some bread in a basket on my head and birds were pecking at the bread".

Both men saw that Prophet Yusuf (A) was a noble and pious person and asked him if he could interpret their dreams. Prophet Yusuf (A) took this opportunity to preach the religion of Allah to his prison-mates. He promised to tell them the meaning of their dreams and informed them that this was a special power given to him by Allah Before he did so, however, he explained to them how senseless it was to believe in various gods and explained to them about the Oneness of Allah and the Day of Resurrection. Finally he said, "O my prison-mates! The man who dreamt that he was crushing grapes will soon be released from here and will go back to his previous post. The second one, who carried the bread on his head in the dream, will be executed and the birds will start to eat his brain."

Prophet Yusuf (A) thought of getting himself released from prison through the wine-server, and told him to remind the king of his innocence when he saw him. The dreams of both men came true just as he had foretold. One of the captives was released while the other was hanged. Unfortunately, the wine-server forgot all that Prophet Yusuf (A) had told him to convey to the king.

2. Prophet Yusuf's (A) Release From Prison
The Holy Qur'an says:


The king dreamt that seven lean cows were eating seven fat ones and that there were seven green ears of corn and seven dry ones. He asked the nobles to tell him the meaning of his dream if they were able to. They replied, "It is a confused dream and we do not know the meaning of such dreams."                                                                                                                   Yusuf, 12:43,44
The king was very concerned about the meaning of his dream and even though his wise men thought over it seriously, they could not make sense of it. The king's dream became a means of the liberation of Prophet Yusuf (A) from prison. As soon as the wine-server heard about the dream he was reminded of his time in prison and remembered the powers of his cell-mate. He also remembered that Prophet Yusuf (A) had asked him to tell the king of his innocence. He approached the king and got his permission to see Prophet Yusuf (A).

Prophet Yusuf (A) interpreted the dream by the power given to him by Allah . He said, "For seven years the crops will yield abundant food-grain for the people of Egypt. After that there will be a famine for seven years during which all the food-grain lying in the storehouses will be finished and people will starve. Therefore, the people should try to grow as much extra grain as possible so that it would stand them in good stead during the time of famine".

On hearing this very reasonable and sensible interpretation of his dream from the wine-server, the king was delighted. He ordered that Prophet Yusuf (A) be brought before him so he could make good use of his wisdom in solving his problems.

Although he had been in the dark dungeon for so long, Prophet Yusuf (A) refused to leave the prison until he proved his innocence. He said to the courtiers, "I will not come out of the prison until the king makes enquiries about my case. Tell the king to ask the wives of the noble men about the time when they cut their fingers on seeing me".

The courtiers passed on this message to the king who called the concerned women to him for an explanation. They all confessed the truth and Zuleikha, the wife of the Aziz, also testified that Prophet Yusuf (A) was innocent of any guilt. Thus, Prophet Yusuf (A) was released from the prison with his dignity and honour restored.

PROPHET YUSUF (A) -  PART 3

1. Prophet Yusuf (A) in the Royal Court
The Holy Qur'an says:


The king ordered his men to bring Yusuf before him; he wanted to grant him a high office. The king said to him, "From now on you will be an honoured and trusted person amongst us." Yusuf said, "Put me in charge of the treasuries of the land, I know how to manage them."

                                       Yusuf, 12:54,55
When the king met Prophet Yusuf (A), he found him to be a wise and broad-minded man. In response to the request of Prophet Yusuf (A) as related in the verse above, the king made him in charge of finance and food and ordered his ministers and officials to treat Prophet Yusuf's (A) commands as his own.

Prophet Yusuf (A) thus became the Aziz of Egypt and began his new duties without delay. He was determined that when the famine arrived, nobody should starve. 

The river Nile flooded its banks regularly to provide fertile soil for the growth of food grain and Prophet Yusuf (A) was aware that the famine would be caused by the decrease of the water in this river. He decided to make a brief tour of Egypt to assess the best locations where intensive cultivation could be carried out. He allocated extra money to the farmers in the most fertile areas of the Nile, so that they would be able to grow the maximum amount of grain. He also ordered the construction of huge storehouses (granaries), capable of storing several hundred tons of the surplus grain.

During the first seven years, he supplied grain to the people according to their minimum needs, and stored the rest in the newly-built granaries. By the time the seven years were over, the granaries were full. The water level of the Nile fell tremendously and the country was hit by a severe drought. However, due to his foresight and planning, the country did not face a shortage of food.

The famine also extended to the lands of Palestine and Kanaan where Prophet Ya'qub (A) lived with his sons. One day he called them and said, "My sons! We are in great distress due to the famine. You may go to the Aziz of Egypt whose reputation as a kind and just person has spread everywhere in the country. Leave Binyameen with me for company so that I may not be lonely." As commanded by their father, the brothers of Prophet Yusuf (A) set off for Egypt to purchase grain and bring it back to Kanaan.

2. Prophet Yusuf's (A) Brothers in Egypt
When his brothers arrived in Egypt, Prophet Yusuf (A) was very pleased to see them. They did not recognise him at all, never expecting that he was alive. Prophet Yusuf (A) was disappointed not to see his full brother, Binyameen, and asked his brothers to tell him about themselves. They introduced themselves and told him about their father and mother. Prophet Yusuf (A) was relieved to hear that Prophet Ya'qub (A) was alive, and he welcomed his brothers sincerely. He provided them with enough wheat for their needs and had their money put back in their bags secretly. He also asked them to bring their other brother the next time as proof that they were speaking the truth about their family. The Holy Qur'an narrates this episode in the following words:


Yusuf's brothers came to him and when they entered his court, he recognised them. They did not know him. And when he gave them the provisions, he said, "Next time, bring me your other brother from your father. As you can see, I give each of you a certain amount of grain, I am a polite host. If you do not bring him, do not come to us for we shall not give you any more grain.

                                       Yusuf, 12:58- 60
On their return home, the brothers related their experiences to their father, praising the generosity and hospitality of Prophet Yusuf (A). When they opened their bags they were delighted to see that their money had been returned. Soon they were out of grain and were impatient to go back to Egypt to get more. However, they could not go back without Binyameen, so they tried to convince their father to let him come with them. Prophet Ya'qub (A) refused to let them take Binyameen, saying that they would do the same thing with him as they did with Prophet Yusuf (A). After repeated promises the brothers finally convinced him that they would sincerely look after Binyameen, so he let him accompany them to Egypt. 

When they reached Egypt, the brothers proceeded to the court of Prophet Yusuf (A) and presented their brother Binyameen to him. Prophet Yusuf (A) was extremely happy to see his younger brother and invited all of them to dine with him. Later he gave them all accommodation at his own house, and asked Binyameen to sleep in his room. 

During the night, Prophet Yusuf (A) revealed his identity to Binyameen. He explained how he had been raised from a lowly slave to a position of great power by the Grace of Allah. However, he asked Binyameen not to tell their brothers anything of their conversation.

History chapter 17

PROPHET YUSUF (A) 

PROPHET YUSUF (A) -  PART 4
1. Prophet Yusuf's (A) Plan to Detain Binyameen
After they had received their requirement of wheat, the brothers of Prophet Yusuf (A) began to prepare for their journey home. Meanwhile, according to the command of Allah, Prophet Yusuf (A) put into action a plan to detain his full brother Binyameen. He ordered his men to put a gold cup belonging to the king in Binyameen's baggage. The Holy Qur'an describes the incident in the following words:


When he (Yusuf) had furnished them with provisions, (someone) placed the (king's) drinking cup in his brother's baggage. Then someone shouted, "People of the caravan, you are most surely thieves."                                                                                                    Yusuf, 12:70
The brothers of Prophet Yusuf (A) had not gone very far when they were stopped and accused of stealing. They denied this, and said that if anyone of them was found guilty of theft, he could be held as a slave by Prophet Yusuf (A). The caravan was searched, and the cup was found in the bag of Binyameen.

When the brothers were brought before Prophet Yusuf (A), he said, "According to your own words, we will now detain Binyameen with us." They replied, "O Aziz of Egypt! Our father is old and weak. You may detain any of us, but not Binyameen." However, Prophet Yusuf (A) said that he could not detain anyone who was not guilty. The brothers had no choice but to leave for Kanaan. The eldest brother, Yahuda, refused to return without Binyameen. He remained behind in Egypt, rather than face his father.

2. The Reunion of the family of Prophet Ya'qub (A)
When the brothers returned to Kanaan and told Prophet Ya'qub (A) what had happened, he was heartbroken. He had already lost his eyesight crying for his beloved son Prophet Yusuf (A), and this second loss was almost too much for him to bear. He now recalled the memory of his lost sons and wept. 
He asked his sons to immediately return to Egypt to look for both Prophet Yusuf (A) and Binyameen. According to their father's instructions, the brothers came to the Aziz of Egypt for the third time, and pleaded for the release of Binyameen as well as some grain for food.

Prophet Yusuf (A) reminded them of how badly they had treated their brother Yusuf, and caused separation between him and his father. The brothers were amazed to hear their secret from the Aziz, who now spoke in the language of the people of Kanaan. They asked him, "Are you Yusuf?"

He replied, "Yes, I am Yusuf, and this is my brother. Allah has been gracious to me. One who is pious and patient against hardships is always rewarded by Allah for his virtues." On hearing this, the brothers hung their heads in shame and asked him for his forgiveness. He said, "You need not be frightened of me. Allah may forgive you your sins. Now take my shirt and cover my father's face with it, so that he may regain his lost sight. Then return to me with all your family."

The Holy Qur'an says:


When the caravan had left the town (from Egypt), their father (in Kanaan) said, "I smell Yusuf's fragrance. I hope you will not think that I am weak in judgement (due to my love for him). They said, "By Allah ! You are still making the same old error. When someone brought him the glad news, Yusuf's shirt was placed on his face and his eyesight was restored. He said, "Did I not tell you that I know about Allah that which you do not know?"                         Yusuf, 12:94-96
After getting his eyesight back and hearing the good news of his son, Prophet Ya'qub (A) decided to proceed to Egypt immediately. Prophet Yusuf (A) was delighted to meet them and embraced his father and mother.  

As a token of their gratitude to Allah at this reunion, his parents and brothers prostrated themselves on the ground. 

Thus Allah made true the dream of Prophet Yusuf (A), when he had seen eleven stars and the sun and the moon in prostration in front of him. After many trials, Allah raised him from the position of a slave to the highest rank in the land.

At the request of his son, Prophet Ya'qub (A) settled in Egypt with his family, and their clan came to be known as the Bani Israa'il. 

Prophet Ya'qub (A) lived in Egypt for 17 years and died at the age of 147. Prophet Yusuf (A) breathed his last some years later at the age of 110 years, and his kingdom passed into the hands of rulers whose titles were Fir'aun.

PROPHET YUSUF (A) -  PART 5
Moral Lessons from the Story of Prophet Yusuf (A)
Allah says the following about the story of Prophet Yusuf (A) in the Holy Qur'an:


We narrate unto you (O Muhammad) the most excellent of the stories (by which) We have revealed unto you this Qur'an; though before this you were of the unaware ones (of its details).

                                            Yusuf, 12:3
Indeed, the adventures and experiences of Prophet Yusuf (A), and his conduct throughout his life, provide us with a wealth of lessons and morals. Some things we may learn from his life are:

1.
The belief in the presence of Allah makes a man's troubles easier for him to bear, and as long as he keeps himself away from sins despite temptations, he will ultimately be successful. Prophet Yusuf (A) taught us this by his cheerful conduct throughout his enslavement and imprisonment.

2.
In all difficulties and hardships one should seek only Allah's  protection. Prophet Yusuf (A) showed his faith by seeking refuge from Allah when faced with the evil intentions of Zuleikha. He was thus saved from committing a terrible sin.

3.
One should always remain attached to religion and should take every opportunity to persuade others towards the right path. Prophet Yusuf (A) did not forsake his duty even when in the prison, where he preached against idol worship before interpreting the dreams of his cell-mates.

4.
Patience in the face of hardship is the best of qualities and results in reward from Allah in this life and the hereafter. Prophet Yusuf (A) remained calm and resigned to the Will of Allah, despite being abandoned in the well by his brothers. He also bore the shame of being sold as a slave patiently.  He also accepted his false imprisonment. In return for his forbearance, Allah raised his position till it was the highest in Egypt.

5.
It is important to act in such a manner as to preserve your honour and dignity, and these qualities must always be safeguarded. Prophet Yusuf (A) taught us this valuable lesson when he refused to accept his freedom from prison until his innocence was proved to the people. 


Thus when he was finally released, he knew he could come in front of the people with his head held high and without any blemish on his record.
6.
Above all, this story teaches us that we should forgive and forget the past. When Prophet Yusuf's (A) brothers came to him in Egypt, they were in a pitiable condition and would have been helpless against his great power. If he had wished, Prophet Yusuf (A) could have severely punished them for the heartless treatment they had given him. Instead he forgave their errors and treated them well.

We have listed only a few lessons above, and there is a lot more that one can learn and understand from the story of Prophet Yusuf (A).  
  "In the Name of the God of   Ibrahim, Ishaaq and Ya'qub.














This letter is from Muhammad, the Prophet and Messenger of Allah to the Asqaf (Bishop) of Najran.





Praise be to the God of Ibrahim, Ishaaq and Ya'qub. I invite you to worship Allah instead of (His) servants. I invite you to come out of the rule of the servants of Allah and into the rule of Allah Himself. If you do not accept my invitation, then you should (at least) pay Jizya (tax) to the Islamic State (so that your lives and properties may be protected), otherwise you are warned of a danger."





O Messenger! Convey what has been revealed to you from your Lord, and if you do not, it would be as though you have not conveyed His message (at all). Allah will protect you from the people.                                     





Ayat 


67





Suratul Maidah





"All praise is due to Allah Who is the Creator and Lord of all the Universe. It is the duty of everyone to offer Him thanks in comfort as well as in difficult times. I bear witness that I am His servant and creature while He is my Master and Lord. I convey to the people all that He reveals to me for their guidance.








�





The Prophet (S) then asked the listeners, "O People! Am I not a greater authority (Mawla) over you then your own souls?" All the people replied with one voice, "Yes! O Prophet of Allah." Then the Prophet (S) bent down and lifted up Imam Ali (A) with his hands, showing him to the crowds on all sides of the pulpit and proclaimed, "Man Kuntu Mawlahu, fa Hadha Aliyyun Mawlah. (Of whomsoever I am the Master (Mawla), this Ali is also his Master)". 


So saying, the Prophet (S) raised his hands towards the heavens and prayed, "O Allah, love those who will love Ali, despise those who will not support him, and reject those who will reject him." 





This day I have perfected your religion for you and completed My favours to you, and have chosen for you the religion Islam.


                                                                                  





Ayat 


3





Suratul Maidah





(O Our Prophet,) Verily for you there is a great unending reward. And most certainly you have outstanding Akhlaq.  





Ayat 


3-4





Suratul Qalam 





THE PEACE TREATY BETWEEN MUAWIYA AND IMAM HASAN (A.S.):





1.	Muawiya would deal with the people according to the Holy Qur'an and the Sunnah of the Prophet (S).


2.	He would not appoint anyone as his successor.


3.	The family of Imam Ali (A) and their Shia would be protected.


4.	He would pay 50,000 dirhams annually out of the national revenues to the Holy Imam (A).


5.	Abusive language would not be used with reference to Imam Ali (A) and his followers after Friday prayers.  
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