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AN INTRODUCTION TO AQAID – TAWHEED

Aqaid means our basic beliefs as Muslims. It is sometimes called Usule Deen (Roots of religion).

We have to ponder over and understand our Aqaid at individual levels. Although you will hear and read about what the beliefs should be, until you accept them yourself, you will not have faith ('Iman). That is why there is no Taqlid in matters of Aqaid. 

Just like a tree, if the roots are strong, the branches will be strong also.

Our Aqaid as Shia Ithna'asheris are five; Tawheed, Adalat, Nabuwwah, Imamah and Qiyamah. In the next few lectures, we will attempt very briefly to discuss these beliefs.

TAWHEED - BELIEF IN THE UNITY OF ALLAH 

BELIEF IN A ONE GOD 

Tawheed refers to the belief in One Unique God. Suratul Ikhlas teaches us that there is One God, Who is Self-reliant, He was not born and did not have offspring, and there is no being like Him.

The first step to understanding Tawheed is to accept that God exists. There are many proofs to ponder over - we will discuss only a few. 

Evidence in Creation

The perfect harmony of creation around us points to the existence of a Creator. Can such beautiful, original and perfect creations, from single-celled amoeba to the complex brain of man, have evolved by chance?

 

One day, the Prophet (S) and some of his companions were going out. On the way they saw an old woman working at a spinning-wheel and heard her praising Allah for His bounties. 

The Prophet (S) went up to her and enquired about her health.

Then he said to her: 

"Your faith in Allah is good to see. Would you tell me what made you believe in Allah ?"

On hearing this, the woman stopped working on the spinning-wheel, thought for a while and then replied: 

"O Prophet of Allah ! You see this spinning-wheel. As long as I don't move it, it can't spin. When this happens with such an ordinary thing, how can it be possible that such a big universe should work so well without a driving force? There must be someone to run it. One who must be controlling every detail. That can only be Allah, who is the Creator and the Master of Everything ! "

The Prophet (S) was very pleased with the old woman's reply. He told his companions:  

"Just see how this old lady has come to know about Allah in such a fine and simple way. Your faith in Allah should also be firm like hers."

Imam Ali (A) has said,

"The footprints of a camel and the dung of a donkey give a clue that the camel and donkey have passed, despite the fact that you cannot see them - then what of all creation?"

Imam's (A) example shows that the existence of the Creator cannot be denied just because we do not see Him - His creations point to His existence.

Evidence in Man's own Instinct 

Belief in God is a natural instinct. An atheist asked Imam Ja'far as-Sadiq (A) to convince him about the existence of God. 

The man was a sailor, so Imam (A) asked him, 

"Have you ever been caught in a fierce storm in the middle of the sea with your sails torn away while you try desperately to keep afloat?" 

The answer was "Yes". 

Then Imam (A) asked, "and perhaps even that the boat went down leaving you exhausted and helpless in the mercy of the raging waves?" 

The answer was again "Yes". 

Then the Imam (A) asked. "Was not there in all that black despair a glimmer of hope in your heart that some power could still help you?" 

When he agreed, Imam (A) said ,"That power is God." 

The atheist was intelligent and recognised the truth.

Evidence from Logic 

Everything occurs due to a cause - there is cause and effect. Bertrand Russell once said that he would believe in God, if only he understood who had caused God to come into existence.

Although the discussion about this is a bit complicated, part of it is simplified here. We believe that the existence of an ultimate Cause is necessary, otherwise if we imagine a being that created God, we can ask who created that being? 

We can see that this argument is endless. However, what we cannot deny is the effect of that ultimate Cause, which is the abundant glory of creation we see around us. It therefore follows that there has to be a Cause that has not been an effect of anything else and that Ultimate Cause is Allah.

Once we accept that God exists, we have to try to understand the nature of His existence. 

a. He is One 
Imam Ja'far as-Sadiq (A) once argued about this saying that there could only be one because: If there were two, one would be stronger, the other weaker - therefore the weaker one could not be God, who is the Most Powerful. If both were equal, what was the need for the second one?

A man once said to Imam Ali ar-Ridha (A) that he believed there were two gods. Imam (A) said that as to the existence of the first one, he agreed with the man, but the burden was on the man to prove the existence of the second god!

b. His Attributes 

All perfect attributes belong to Him alone. He is the Most Powerful, the Most Knowledgeable, the Most Wise, the Most Merciful, and the Most Honourable.

Allah says in the Holy Qur'an: 

"And Allah's are the best names, so call on Him by them….(al Araf, 7:180) 
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ADALA
In this chapter we deal with justice/adala which is the second fundamental principle of belief. 

It is through the wisdom and intelligence with which we have been endowed by Allah that we differentiate between a good and a bad thing and we understand that oppression is a bad thing and justice is a good thing. 

It is our belief that Allah does not do any harm to us nor does He oppress us. 

Ignorance, Fear, Wants, Meanness etc could be The causes of Injustice

After knowing the various causes of oppression you can decide as to which one of these can be attributed to Allah? In this context, the Holy Qur'an says: 

Allah does not wish injustice for any of His creatures. (Surah Ale Imran, 3:108) 

How could it be that Allah Who commands us for doing justice can Himself be an oppressor? The Holy Qur'an says: 

Allah commands people to maintain justice, kindness, and proper relations with their relatives. (Surah an-Nahl, 16:90) 

How is it possible that Allah Who commands man who is weak and who leads his life under the dictates of his unruly passions, not to become the cause of injustices if he receives injustice at the hands of his nation, may Himself Who possesses unlimited power and Who is not under the domination of any instinct, perpetrate injustice? 

The Attributes of Allah 

The acquiring of knowledge about the Attributes of Allah is closely related to our knowledge of recognition of Allah.In the same way every creation performs the following two main functions. 

(i) Identifying its creator 

(ii) Projecting the attributes of its creator and explaining the objective of its creation. 

Justice—One of the Principles of Religion 

When Almighty Allah possesses innumerable attributes, e.g. Wisdom, Knowledge and Power of creation why is it said that justice is one of the principles of religion? Why is it not said that first the Belief in monotheism and then existence, or first the Belief in monotheism and then Knowledge? But on the contrary it is said first the belief in monotheism and then justice! 

The answer to this question is as follows: 

A small section of the Muslims known as Ash'ari sect do not consider that Allah is Just. They think that whatever Allah has done is correct no matter it may be wrong or cruel. Further, the Ash'arite say that if Allah sends Imam Ali to Hell and his assassin the accursed Ibn Muljam to Paradise, nothing can stop Him, He can do so. But we do not accept this logic as we consider Allah's Justice as one of the cardinal principles of our faith and according to Qur'anic reasoning and our own commonsense we say that all the acts of Allah are based on Justice and Wisdom and that Allah does not commit any act of cruelty or does anything wrong. 

Moreover the belief that Allah is Just plays the following important role in building man's personality: 

Advantages of Believing in the Justice of Allah 

Self-restraint: From the point of view of self-control and abstaining from sins especially when man knows that his words and deeds are in the knowledge of Allah and not even a fraction of his deed however small it may be ignored from being taken into account, and that he will be paid back for his noble and evil deeds, he will then not consider himself independent in this world (Many Qur'anic verses can be cited in this behalf). 

Cheerful Outlook: Anyone who has belief in the Justice of Allah in all worldly affairs possesses a cheerful outlook of life and as such when he considers Allah to be Just he has cogent reason and a satisfactory answer of the unpleasant things. He accepts the unpleasant things without hesitation. Such a person never suffers from disappointments and despair. 

Justice Plays its Role in Individual and Collective Life: The faith in the Justice of Allah helps to lay the foundation of justice in individual and collective life. Such a person prepares himself to accept justice in his personal and social life. 

The Meaning of Justice 

In the discussions on justice the basic problem is to give satisfactory answer to its criticism. We would present some explanation in the light of Qur'anic verses and the traditions. 

(I) The first point is that Allah is Just and Allah never deprives anyone of his rights and according to the rationality of the laws, Allah bestows His Kindness on all His creatures and never does Allah oppress anybody. 

Allah, the All-Wise, has created all his creatures with difference when none of them had existed beforehand or had any claim or right. Allah established a system of life—cycle with cause and effect and set a particular line of action for every creature. He never makes any discrimination between His two creatures or two nations in as far as His expectations from them are concerned in regard to their obligations and responsibilities. Similarly His reward or punishment is also based on justice for all. He has taken into consideration the respective capabilities and capacities of each creature in His commands and accordingly He has fixed proportionate punishment for each so that there is no partiality or injustice done to anyone of his creatures. 

At this stage when the meaning of justice and cruelty has been abundantly clarified it is necessary to ponder over the following important point: 

At every place and every occasion the concept of justice is not equality. For example, if a teacher without taking into consideration the abilities and the hard work of each student, gives equal marks to all of them, he actually commits cruelty. Similarly if a physician gives the same medicine to all of his patients without considering the nature of their diseases and conditions he does the same cruelty. In both these examples the demand of justice is that the teacher and the physician should treat his pupils and the patients differently according to their merits and ailments respectively. It should not admit any consideration, recommendation, favourtism etc, but this different attitude of treatment in different cases is according to the demand of the occasion. It does not come under the definition of cruelty. 

(II) The second point is that the objections to the Justice of Allah are only motivated by hasty decisions. Some of the examples are given below: 

The Commander of the Faithful, Imam Ali said to Malik Ashtar. "Call those people who have hoarded the things of public utility and remind them of doing good and abstaining from evil and if they still do not pay heed to your advice, bring them to task". He further said: "Hoarding is useful to a hoarder only, but it is harmful to the good of the society". 

At yet another place, the Holy Imam said: "In the matter of administration your attention should be towards the comforts and benefit of the common people irrespective of the annoyance and displeasure 

There may be some people who may have prayed for something and it was not granted, but afterwards they thought that it was better that their prayers were not granted. 

The Dangers of Hasty Decision 

The Holy Qur'an warns man against taking a hasty decision as often man's action is based on baseless thoughts and speculations. There are many things which appear to be harmful but actually they are of benefit to man and similarly many things appear to be very good but actually they are harmful to man. 

The Holy Qur'an says: 

It may be that you dislike a thing though Allah has placed abundant good in it. (Surah an-Nisa, 4:19) 

Now that we have comprehended the true meaning of justice and that our criticism of it is based on our superficial and hasty decision, we deal with the third point, that is, why we should try to know the causes of our troubles. 

(III) The third point is that while counting our troubles we altogether ignore our own doings and blame Allah for all that. We complain to Allah and say, "O Allah! if you are Just why am I faced with these troubles?" Obviously many of the troubles and hardships are due to our own faults as for example if we do not take care of our health by hygienic methods we are sure to fall sick. Similarly according to the principle of doing good and preventing others from doing evil and if we do not prevent the evils the evil doers will overpower us and in that case our supplications, implorations and invocations would be of no use. On this subject too we take the guideline from the following verses of the Holy Qur'an: 

Whatever misfortune befalls you is a consequence of your own deeds. (Surah ash-Shura, 42:30) 

When We let the people taste mercy, they rejoice in it, but when some misfortune befalls them because of their own doings they at once become desperate. (Surah Rum, 30:36) 

As for man, whenever his Lord tests him by bestowing favour on him and blesses him, he says, 'My Lord is kind to me'. But when He tests him by stinting his means of living, he says my Lord has disgraced me. (Surah al-Fajr, 89:15—16) 

As a matter of fact we should try to find out the cause and reason of our misfortunes and afflictions within ourselves and in the latter part of the preceding verse as we read, "Since wealth does not necessarily guarantee everlasting happiness then why do you not honour the orphans, or urge one another to feed the destitute?" Thus your carelessness resulted in the wrath of Allah. This verse too tells us about our deeds being the cause of our misfortune and deprivation of Allah's Mercy. The Holy Qur'an says: 

Eat of the lawful and good things which Allah has provided for you and give thanks for His favours if it is He Whom you worship (Surah an-Nahl, 16:114) 

In this verse Allah tells of a place where Allah's blessings and bounties were in abundance but its inhabitants became ungrateful to Allah and thus became guilty of infidelity. And Allah plunged them into hunger, poverty and terrible fear. This verse also establishes that ungratefulness to Allah becomes the cause of afflictions. 

We have already mentioned before that the misdeed of the people is the cause of their troubles and afflictions and consequently Allah's wrath befalls them. Here the following two questions arise. 

(i) We see that those who indulge in all sorts of misdeeds, cruelties and oppression are leading a very prosperous life! Why is it so? 

(ii) We say that it is due to our misdeeds that misfortune and afflictions befall us but those people whose misdeeds are even worse than ours are not subjected to any afflictions! Why is it so? 

In the eyes of Allah, all the people are not accounted for in the same way, because: 

(i) Allah punishes some people or a nation at once. 

(ii) Allah gives a time to some people or a nation. 

(iii) Allah does not punish a certain group of people or a nation at all and despite their misdeeds they lead a comfortable life until the Doomsday as according to the Divine Outlook on the Universe and life this world is not separated from the Hereafter. 

We read in the Holy Qur'an that Allah on certain occasions reprimanded his Prophets and Messengers for their actions though these were not under the commitment of sins because He would not have expected of so august a personage an unexpected action, but we read about the common people differently. The Holy Qur'an says: 

We destroyed the inhabitants of certain towns only when they transgressed and did not repent before our deadline. (Surah al-Kahf, 18 59) 

It is explained that Allah does not hasten the punishment for those who commit the sins by putting them into misfortune but from the side of Allah there remains a deadline within which they can repent of their misdeeds. The Holy Qur'an says: 

They want you to bring upon them their punishment without delay. Allah never disregards His promise. One day for Allah is equal to a thousand years for you. To how many unjust towns have we given respite and then seized with torment. (Surah al-Hajj, 22:48) 

I granted temporary respite to the unbelievers (so that they would repent, but they did not). At last I seized them with a terrible retribution. (Surah ar-Ra'd, 13:32) 

However, Allah gives the following reasons for His giving respite to the unbelievers: 

The unbelievers must not think that our respite is for their good. We only give them time to let them indulge in their sins, and suffer an ignominious doom. For them there will be a humiliating torment. (Surah Ale Imran, 3 :178) 

After the martyrdom of the Chief of the Martyrs, Imam Husayn, when the accursed Yazid thought himself victorious and successful, the revered sister of the Holy Imam, Lady Zaynab recited this very verse of the Holy Qur'an and pointed out to him that his seeming victory, freedom, comfort and power were only increasing the burden of his sins so that these should become the source of terrible torment for him as the Holy Qur'an says that Allah provides the people greater comfort so that they should become used to it and then He strikes them suddenly with a painful torment. The Holy Qur'an says. 

When they neglected what we exhorted them, We opened to them the gates to all the worldly gains so much so that they became immensely rejoiced with that and then we caught them suddenly and they became utterly surprised and dejected. (Surah al-An'am, 6:44—45) 

Evil has spread over the land and the sea because of corruption and hence, Allah will cause some people to suffer so that perhaps they will return to Him. (Surah ar-Rum, 30:41) 

In this context we would take the opportunity of referring to some ahadith (traditions) which warn the people to fear Allah if despite their sins they have not been faced with Allah's wrath so that the matter may not go too far away and they may lose a golden chance of retrieving and the punishment is meted out to them in the Hereafter by their being thrown into the Fire of Hell. It is like that sometime a patient reaches such a stage of his disease that the physician gives up his efforts by losing all hopes and he then issues no instructions to the patient and allows him to eat whatever he likes whether it is harmful to him or not. Thus there are people who have committed many sins and to whom Allah says in the Holy Qur'an: 

Act as you wish; Allah is Well Aware of whatever you do.(Surah HaMim-Sajdah,41:40) 

The Holy Prophet also when became disappointed with the people used to say: 

My people, do as you wish and I will do what I believe. (Surah Hud, 11:93) 

From the supplications of the Holy Imams we often read the following words. "O Allah! Do not leave me on my own". 

In short Allah's wrath befalls the transgressors whom worldly comfort and pleasure prevented from getting warned and the punishment of the Doomsday awaits them eagerly. 

(IV) The fourth point is that sometimes man despite the fact that he had not committed any sin or fault becomes afflicted with troubles. What is the analytical approach of the Holy Qur'an about the Justice of Allah? 

Explanation: Allah's putting people on trial has been mentioned about twenty times in the Holy Qur'an. Thus one of the methods of Allah putting man on trial and hardships have been described above are just the means of that trial. Similarly, happiness and pleasure are also one of the means of trial. The Holy Qur'an says: 

We shall test you through fear, hunger, loss of life, property and crops. Muhammad, give glad tidings to the people who have patience. (Surah al-Baqarah, 2:155—156) 

Here the following points should be given due consideration: 

(i) Does Allah not know the type and kind of man that He puts him on trial? 

(ii) What is the means of trial? 

(iii) People's reaction to unpleasant incidents! 

(iv) Method of overcoming the difficulties. 

The First Question: Obviously our trial is not for the purpose of His knowing our state of mind, mentality and reactive tendency because Allah already knows all this. He knows how we think and how we react but the purpose of the trial is to make us react by counteraction so that according to our deeds the question of recompense with reward or punishment is determined, because Allah never rewards or punishes a person on the basis of His Knowledge about his being good or bad, but He bases His decision on the deeds performed by that person. 

The Second question: We said earlier that pleasant and unpleasant happenings are the source of man's trial. The Holy Qur'an says: 

We test you with both misfortune and blessings. (Surah Anbiya, 21:35) 

You (believers) will certainly be tested by the loss of your property and lives. (Surah Ale Imran, 3:186) 

The Third Question: A friend of ours says that the people who face ordeals and misfortune can be divided into the following four groups: 

1. Those when confronted with unpleasant incidents start complaining and finds fault with Allah's Justice, His Grace, Wisdom and His method of working things in this Universe. The Holy Qur'an tells of such a group of people as follows: When misfortune befalls him, he is perturbed. (Surah al-Ma'arij, 70:20) It means that when misfortune befalls such people they start grumbling and crying. 

2. Those who bear hardship with patience and forbearance and they only declare: We are the servants of Allah and to Him we shall return. (Surah al-Baqarah, 2:l56) 

3. Those who exceed the second group in this respect as these people not only remain patient and steadfast but they also thank Allah about what befalls them . We recite in Ziyarat 'ashura as follows: "O Allah! I thank you in the same way as the companions of the Holy Imam Husayn had done". 

Indeed, there are people whose main ambition is to bear hardships and martyrdom in the path of Allah and when they achieve their goal, they offer their sincere gratitude to Allah. 

4. Those who are on a still higher plane than those of the third group and who not only do not complain or show patience and steadfastness but they also yearn for bearing hardships and misfortune. 

We read in the Holy Qur'an that when the companions of the Holy Prophet asked him to provide them with means and materials (horses, swords etc.) for Jihad and the Holy Prophet said that he had no such means available with him, they returned crying that they had not been able to lay their lives for the cause of Islam. The Holy Qur'an says. 

Those who come to you (Muhammad) asking to be taken to the battle, but you cannot find the necessary means for them, are exempt from the duty of fighting for the cause of Allah and they go away in tears grieving that they are not being able to keep the cause of Allah. (Surah al-Tawbah, 9:92) 

People generally react to unexpected incidents very violently. If you hand over a peeled onion to a child, he shouts as soon as he puts it in his mouth and throws it away because he feels uneasiness in his eyes, but the father of the child goes out in the market and buys the onions for the kitchen use. The hardships in life are like that. One runs away from them while the other welcomes them. 

The Fourth Question: We have said that Allah is Just, and our misfortunes and sufferings are sometimes for our trial, so that our inner faculties become perfect. Now let us find out what we should do in order to come out successful in our misfortunes. Here also we have to seek guidance from the Holy Qur'an. 

Methods of Solving the Misfortunes 

(i) To Have a Divine Outlook of the Universe We are the servants of Allah and to Him we shall all return. (Surah al-Baqarah, 2:156) 

(ii) Familiarity with the Ways of Allah Do you think that you will find your way to Paradise without experiencing the kind of suffering others have experienced before you? Distress and afflictions battered them until the Messenger and the believers sadly said, 'When will Allah send help?' Certainly Allah's help is near. (Surah al-Baqarah, 2:214) 

(iii) Depending only on Allah: 

Allah commanded Prophet Nuh: To build the Ark under the supervision and guidance of hisLord. 

(iv) Concept of Reward and Punishment 

(v) To Seek Help Through Prayers and Patience Believers, help yourselves through patience and prayers. Allah is with those who have patience. (Surah al-Baqarah, 2:153) 

Remembrance of Allah certainly brings comfort to all hearts. (Surah ar-Ra'd, 13: 28) 

(V) The fifth point is that the doubt about the Justness of Allah arises out of our misgiving and wrong conclusions as without pondering over the thing in its right perceptive we attribute our objections to Allah. As for example we know that death is the ultimate end of man's life and yet we object to Allah as to why such and such man died? Sometimes we assume that this world is an everlasting abode and yet we complain as to why people die of floods, earthquakes, diseases etc.? Then we assume that this world is the place of comfort and we complain as to why we are afflicted with hardships and difficulties. 

Differences Develop the Society 

Difficulties Build up Personalities 

Did He not find you as an orphan and take care of you? Did He not find you perplexed and show you the way? And did He not find you in need and enrich you? So do not oppress the orphans, and do not drive the beggars away, and proclaim the bounties of your Lord. (Surah az-Zuha, 93:6) 

The traditions say that had there been no poverty, diseases and death, no power on earth could subdue man and he would have been proud of his transgression.) 

Imam Hasan Askari says that in a way there is some goodness in misfortunes (Biharul Anwar, vol. 78, p. 374) in the sense that these misfortunes establish a link between Allah and us on the one hand and on the other divert our attention to doing something good. 

There is a tradition which says that hardships and adversities are warning signals to the cruel people. And for the believers they are a means of their trial and their betterment. For the pious and the saints they are a source of their attaining dignity and perfection. (Biharul Anwar, vol. LXXXI, p. 108)1ll 

Hardships Lead to Inventions 

(VI) The sixth point is that man should not always keep an eye on the negative aspect of things only. 

We do not forget the tradition which has come to us from Imam Hasan Askari. He said: "There is no misfortune which does not have with it some goodness which overpowers it. (Biharul Anwar, vol. LXXVIII, p 374) 

However the objections of some people against the Justice of Allah are based on the fact that they always look into the problem from one aspect only. 

 (a) The ball with which the children were playing in the street falls down on the roof of a house. 

(b) The ball after rolling down on the roof of the house reaches the mouth of a drain and blocks the flow of rain water. 

(c) When it rained, the rain water did not pass through the mouth of the drain and instead got accumulated on the roof and the inmates of the house remained quite unaware of this. 

(d) The rain water was soaked through the roof and the bricks also became wet and weak. 

(e) The roof of bricks which had become heavy with water gave way and collapsed. Some of the inmates of the house died because of the falling down of the roof. 

The ball, its rolling, the slope of the roof, the narrowness of the hole on the roof, the weight of the accumulated water, the weakening of the bricks, the heaviness of the roof, the distance above the heads of the inmates who were sleeping under the roof, their bone structure and such other things are regulated by a fixed system. If one accepts the general principle of a fixed system one will have to accept the happenings of the mishap as a result of falling down of the roof over the inmates of the house. But if one wished that such an unpleasant accident should have not occurred, then it will amount to accepting a disruption and irregularity in the set system; as for example: 

(a) The ball should have been so heavy as to not fall on the roof, or 

(b) the arms of the children should have not been strong enough to handle the ball, or 

(c) the mouth of the hole on the roof had been so wide as to let the ball pass through it, or 

(d) the rains should have not occurred, or 

(e) the water should have lost its property of getting absorbed into the bricks, or 

(f) the bricks would have been hard enough in not absorbing the water inside them, or 

(g) the gravitational force of earth would have ceased to function on that particular night so as to avoid the falling down of the roof over the inmates of the house, or 

(h) the bones of the inmates of the house should have been as hard as steel, so that the falling down of the roof would have not crushed them, or 

(i) the heavy roof should have been as light as feather, so that by falling down over the inmates it would not have hurt them. From this it is proved that if we accept a definite system of cause and effect and order of working, we shall have to accept the happenings of accidents and mishaps as a natural consequence, and to defy the happenings of such mishaps would amount to breaking the natural laws and physical phenomena which have been established by Divine Wisdom. 

In short, if this Universe has certain set principles and rules it envisages mishaps and accidents also. If it is decided that there should occur no mishaps or accidents, then there would be no definite principles and set rules of working of everything. One should remember that if there are irregularities and disorders the chaos thus caused would lead to manifold evils and mishaps. 

Great Caution: In our discussion about the Justice of Allah and the variation found in the human faculties, we should also give attention to the fact that some people who consider themselves lacking in one or the other faculties may be having capabilities in other spheres of activities. There are people who for the sake of personal benefit or greed or enmity adopt a certain profession or vocation in which they do not succeed, and bring frustration, they blame the Universe and consequently are embittered by failures and anxieties. On the other hand other people despise them and consider them as useless though such people show exemplary success in other departments. 

We read in the tradition that if a man faces failure in a certain field or profession he should change it; possibly in the other field he may attain distinction. 

There is some hidden defect in every perfection, and in every defect there is a hidden perfection. 

Imam Ali says: "Often physical characteristics and features do not respond to mental capacities. Many a time it is seen that very handsome persons are slow-witted and dull. Many tall and well-built persons are found to be cowards and un-aspiring while one often comes across very ugly and sinister-looking people who are good tempered, honest and pious. Similarly, short and stumpy men may be very intelligent and foresighted. It is often found that men of good character have accidentally addicted themselves to bad habits". (See: Sermon—238, Peak of Eloquence, ISP, 1985) 

Therefore, every successful man is not successful in all the fields, nor he who is unsuccessful in one sphere of activity is necessarily unsuccessful in all his activities. 

There are some people who join a particular field of activity on account of sheer jealousy, despite the fact that they have no aptitude or interest in it, but when they prove to be a failure they blame the Justice of Allah by saying: "O Allah! Why such and such man was successful and I met with failure?" If such a man had adopted a profession in which he had some interest and which was in keeping with his inborn faculties he would have met with sure success. Thus it can be said that a man can be unsuccessful if he had been unable to recognize his own talents and mental disposition in a certain field of activity which he chooses for himself and if we give a careful thought to the success achieved by a person we can discover certain weaknesses, failures, and defects along with that success. 

There are other questions which come to our mind in regard to our discussions on the Justice of Allah. 

The First Question: Is the creation of Satan in line with the Wisdom and Justice of Allah? Was the creation of man not for the purpose of worshipping Allah, and accordingly was the creation of Satan the negation of this purpose? Apart from that man performs a certain deed after undergoing great efforts but errors and false notions on his part nullify such a deed in three different ways. Firstly, such a deed loses its real image as envisaged by Divine Will from the very beginning because of its showy character. Secondly, in the course of performing such a deed an element of pride defeats the very purpose of its accomplishment; and thirdly, because of the sins committed after its accomplishment the very deed is brought to naught. Can in such a case the creation of Satan be in consonance with the Wisdom and Justice of Allah? 

Answer to the Question: The existence and the qualities that Allah gave to Satan were all good, and for a long long time he had been worshipping Allah. Satan's wickedness lay in his disobedience to the command of Allah and even worse than that his disobedience became his sin as he did not feel sorry for his misbehaviour and did not repent of his sin. Not only that he became arrogant and moreover he objected to the command of Allah by saying that His command was unjust because he was made of fire and Adam was made of earth, and hence he was superior to Adam. Accordingly Satan's flouting the Divine command was due to his arrogance. 

In the case of man, however, his unfounded fears are not such that he may become forced to commit sins. The strength of these unfounded notions leads to inclinations only. That is all. It does not kill our intention. And also there is a useful aspect of these fears, because our training and firmness of character lies in our fighting against our wicked desires and devilish notions. If a dumb man does not commit backbiting, it does not give him any credit. We give a man title of a strong man because he lifts a heavy weight from the ground against the greater force of earth's gravity. Indeed the sign of strength lies in opposing or counteracting the gravitational force. 

The Holy Prophet said, "If anger draws a man towards doing an evil thing and he controls himself, he actually is as strong as a wrestler". 

Apart from that if a man-falls a prey to the evil thoughts there is a door of repentance open to him up to the last hour and he can repent of his sins. On the other hand if we had been left alone with Satanic thoughts, it would have been a difficult thing, but as against the evil temptations induced by Satan we are blessed with wisdom and the guidance of the Holy Prophets which lead us to tread the straight path. But for distracting us from this path we are followed by Satanic temptations. It is not that Satan draws us towards him but the fact is that we too attract him towards us. It is for this reason that the Holy Qur'an narrates the following incident of a depraved scholar: 

Muhammad, relate to them the plight of the person whom We inspired with Our guidance, but he passed them by, so that Satan came after him and he went astray. (Surah al-A'raf, 7:175) 

From this verse it is established that Satan reaches the people who by their own deed show their inclinations towards Satan. The man referred to in this verse was Bal'am a scholar, who belonged to the tribe of Bani Isra'il. Allah had endowed him with some kinds of knowledge by virtue of which his supplications used to be granted by Allah, but he established his contacts with the court of Fir'aun and thus for the sake of attaining worldly gain and power he was detached from knowledge and the signs of Allah and fell into the trap of Satan. 

We learn from the following verse of the Holy Qur'an: 

Satan has certainly no control over the Believers who have trust in their Lord. The only authority he has is over his followers and those who consider things equal to Allah. (Surah an-Nahl, 16:99-100) 

The fact that Satan has no power over the believers does not mean that he does not tempt them into wrong ways, but the fact is that those, who know the Satan quite well, are the true believers. They do not fall a prey to his temptations but resist them with full force and they are never influenced by him in any way. The Holy Qur'an describes the believers' resistance against the Satan in the following verses: 

Those who are pious remember Allah when assailed by the instigations of Satan, and certainly they begin to understand, even though their (devilish) brothers would like them to continue in error and would not desist. (Surah al-A'raf, 7: 201—202) 

Therefore, the believers are the antagonists of Satan and the transgressors are his friends and patrons. The Holy Qur'an says: 

We shall make Satan the companion of whoever ignores the remembrance of the Beneficent Allah. (Surah az-Zukhruf, 43:36) 

In short, Satan is such a creation of Allah that he could make the best use of his abilities but owing to his pride and obduracy he ruined himself for nothing. His ruination concerns him alone. The Satanic thoughts cannot, therefore, compel us to transgress and abandon the right path. Thus for those, who fall under his trap, the door of repentance is open and the Satanic influences only come through our own doing. From all that has been stated now it cannot be said that the creation of Satan was against the Justice of Allah. 

The Second Question: Another thing which is often asked in respect of the Justice of Allah is the problem of those unfortunate individuals who pass their lives under agony and hardship, and are subjected to humiliation by the people. They ask as to why such individuals have been created at all? 

The answer to the second question can be found from the foregoing discussions as we have already stated before that the very cause of our unpleasant happenings is our own doing. The less fortunate people are also the product of our indifferent and lethargic attitude. It is the parents who should abide by the hygienic and psychological principles. It is by their ignoring them that abnormal and retarded children are born. Fortunately, instructions on these principles have been laid down in the narrations of our infallible Imams. Cohabitation in the state of intoxication, menstruation, or food poisoning can have an adverse effect on the foetus. It is necessary that for the purpose of enlightening the young men and women in the family planning centres, sex education, in line with Islamic teachings, be imparted so as to produce healthy children, and bring them up properly according to Islamic standard. 

What is the Fault of a New-born Child? 

The question arises: "What is the fault of the new-born child?" Our answer is: "What is the fault of Allah?" Here both, the new-born child and the Beneficent Allah are faultless. Those who are at fault are the parents, but the new-born child is the sufferer. This is not so only in the case of a new-born child, but in all cases of oppressions and cruelties the fault is of the oppressors and the oppressed have to suffer. 

If I throw a stone at you and you are wounded, then neither you nor Allah are at fault, but the fault is only mine and you suffer. Similarly when the question is raised as to why the offspring should suffer on account of the faults of the parents, the same question can be raised in case of the oppressors, who have committed oppression but the oppressed suffer. 

If you brought a saltish or bitter yeast to a baker to make the bread for you, would you blame the baker who gave you the saltish or bitter bread? 

If you sowed the seed of a watermelon and you got a watermelon will anybody raise an objection to it? 

Would you expect to reach your destination in the north if you happen to travel southward? 

Every food and every disposition has its natural effect and to save oneself from those effects one will have to defeat all the natural laws (which is impossible). To expect something else from the seed of a fruit or from the sperm is contrary to reason. Again the question that the parents' fault was a temporary error but the damage done to a deformed baby was a permanent one has no concern with Allah. You can blind yourself in a moment with a knife and you remain blind for the lifetime. The fault was for a fraction of a moment but you suffered the agony for the whole life. You smash a glass in a moment but the glass is broken forever. Similar are the psychological problems. If you abuse a man, he severes his connections with you for the whole of his life, and an apology made for a moment annul the lifelong rancor and enmity. I had cited an example of a man who was very careful about his health but when he took a spoon of poison he nullified all his efforts of maintaining his good health. 

Here arises another point to consider that the parents did not know that their action according to the Divine laws would have an adverse effect on the new-born baby. The answer to this is that the parents awareness or unawareness does not affect the natural consequences. It is immaterial whether or not we know that a certain wire is a live-wire and if we touch it we are sure to be electrocuted. Electricity would not stop its function if we are unaware of its existence, and would not leave us alive. If by mistake we drink wine taking it to be water, we shall certainly be intoxicated because it is the effect of the wine to make one intoxicated. Hence the innocence of the parents is in the sense that they did not commit a mistake intentionally, but after all the natural effect of a certain action must follow its own course. 

The second question that arises is with regard to humiliation of the physically-handicapped persons who are born as such. The matter of their humiliation by the people is not connected with Allah or anybody else but it is a matter of their own way of thinking. We should not look down upon the people born with congenital physical defects. The sacred teachings of Islam have given many instructions in this regard. 

We wish to conclude this topic but not without making a request to our readers. 

A Request: We should not entertain any doubt about the fundamentals of our beliefs and ideology. Whenever a problem regarding faith and ideology crops up and we cannot answer it we should better refer the matter to a religious scholar. We should note down the telephone numbers of a few religious scholars so that we may seek their guidance on even small objections. Just as sometimes a small nail pierces our foot and makes us unable to walk, a small objection disturbs our mind and makes us skeptical about our faith and makes our life miserable although apparently it looks like a very trifle thing. Our youngsters who are often confronted with some such objections and criticisms raised by some vested interest should in particular be in touch with a well-informed, virtuous and pious scholar so that he may give them proper advice and guidance. 

 (Ref: Lessons From Qur'an By : Professor Muhsin Qara'ati)

Aqaid chapter 3    
LIFE AFTERDEATH - BARZAKH    (Intermiediate Period)

`Barzakh' literally means a curtain / barrier or a separator which lies between two things and does not allow them to meet each other.

But Barzakh in this context means that Allah has placed a curtain between this world and the hereafter.
 During Barzakh,one’s correct belief and good deeds alone will assist him in having a peaceful time.
Imam Ja'far-as-Sadiq (A.S.) says, "By Allah! I fear a lot for your state in Barzakh". 

The narrator asked Imam (A.S.) as to what was Barzakh?

 Imam Sadiq (A.S.) replied that, It is a period starting from death till Qayamat.(Biharul Anwar) 

 "And before them is a barrier (Barzakh) until the day they are raised". (Surah-aI-Mo'menoon: l00)


The period of Barzakh and the body 
       
Barzakh is also called a corporeal or a non-material world (Alame Misali) because some what it seems like this world, but it's nature and matter is totally different. After we die the other world seems quite vast when compared to this world, seems quite vast when compared to this world, and this world can be compared to the womb of the mother. In the same manner the body of a human in Barzakh will be the likeness of the one in this world. It means that in Barzakh the physical components of a man will be the same as in this world, but will be independent of matter. In fact it will be more pleasant and lighter (Lateef) than air, and will be transparent. 
       
Imam Ja'far-as-Sadiq (A.S.) says, "If you look at the corporeal / imaginal body (Badane Misali, in Barzakh), you will say that it the same one (as in this world). 
       
If one looks at one's dead father in a dream, he will surely say that his appearance and bodily components were the same as when he was alive. But the reality is that his body and matter lie buried in the grave.

The pleasures in Barzakh are not perishable. 
    
One of the peculiarities of `Barzakh `is that it is eternal and permanent. None of the things of this world are immortal. Youth is overshadowed by the darkness of old- age. Till the time the morsel of food remains in the mouth, a person derives pleasure and taste, and then it disappears. Flowers turn dry after a period, and hence nothing remains eternal. But Barzakh and it's pleasures are eternal because it is not made up of matter or elements like other things and hence does not cease to exist. 
(explained by a narrative : that: During my days in Najaf, there broke a severe famine…rice.)

 On the other hand if we hear the voices of those who are being punished in Barzakh, we shall forget the sorrows of this world. 
(narrated:Holy Prophet (S.A.W.S.) grazing the cattle,suddenly saw…cattle stopped grazing and looked frightened …/ In Najaf there lived a shopkeeper who took away ornaments of an Indian prince …..
The effect of the Spirit (Rooh) on the body and it's relation with the grave. 
     
 The spirit receives reward or punishment (as the case may be) in the grave. But due to it's relation with the body, the body may also feels pain and is effected. Those people who say that it is of no use to visit the graves, for the spirit (Rooh) of the believer is not present there but is in 'wadi-us Salaam', this is not correct. The answer to this is the tradition (Hadees) of Imam Ja'far as-Sadiq (A.S.) that: Verily the Spirit (Rooh) of the believer is in 'Wadi-us-salaam, but it surely keeps an eye on what is happening in the grave. It also looks at the people who have come to visit his grave. Imam (A.S.) compares the spirit to the sun.. Even though the sun is not on the earth but is on the sky, the entire earth is illuminated by it's light, in the same manner the spirit is in `Wadi-us-Salaam' but it keeps contact with the body. (traditions--Hazrat Hurr / Sh Sadooq etc.& Yazid /a person burried in Qum)


The Valley of Peace (Wadi-us-Salaam) 
     
A question may arise in the minds of people as to where does such a vast event of Barzakh take place. A human's intellect is beyond it's understanding. In traditions (Ahadees) this universe is compared to the mother's womb, and the state of Barzakh to the expansive world outside it. If a child in the mother's womb is informed about a vast and expansive world outside, it will be difficult for it to grasp it. In the same manner human intellect cannot understand the state of the expansive Barzakh. As is said in the Holy Qur'an: "So no soul knows what is hidden for them of that which will refresh the eyes". (Surah-as-Sajdah: 17) 
    
 Whatever as come down to us from the Holy Aimmah (A.S.) has to be relied upon. It is related in traditions that whenever a believer (Mo'min) dies anywhere in the east or the west, his spirit is taken to the Valley of Peace (Wadius-Salaam) in Najaf near the grave of the Commander of the faithful Ali (A.S.).
In another tradition Najaf is described as an assembling place for the high-honoured and blessed Angels (Malaeka). And if the dead man is a believer in the Holy Aimmah (A.S.), and is buried in Najaf, he rejoices abundant bliss. While if a sinful person is buried in Najaf and his spirit is being punished in 'Wadi-e-Barhoot', his spirit strengthens it's union with the body and hence is relieved of the punishment, as has been related in earlier incidents. (Ma'ad)


The Valley of punishment (Wadi-e-Barhoot) 
    
The Valley of punishment (Wadi-e-Barhoot) is situated in the barren lands of a deserted valley in Yemen, which is devoid of food or water. This is the dwelling place of the evil spirits (rooh) who are made to stay there during Barzakh and taste severe chastisement. 
     

Those A'mal which prove helpful for the people in Barzakh. 
To give alms (sadqa) on their(deceased) behalf                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          To pray for their forgiveness. 
to pay their debts (Huququn Naas), and                                                                                                                                         to perform worship acts (Huququllah, Namaz, Roza ,Hajj etc.) for them .

(above note is from:Manazilul Aakhira by Sheikh Abbas e Qummi)

The Groups In Barzakh  ( below is from: madressa. Net)

There are 3 groups in Barzakh: 
1.
The true believers:

This group of people are:

· Perfect in their Faith and virtuous in their deeds;

· Lived a blameless life, and 

· If there was some mistake or sin, their worldly troubles like, illness, poverty, death of near and dear ones, troublesome neighbours, and/or agony at the time of Death were sufficient to be counted as payment for the sins they committed.

Allah knows that they deserve reward; but since the Day of Judgement has not yet come, they cannot be sent to Paradise. By the rule of the law they should be left without any reward till they are resurrected; but by the Mercy of Allah, they are questioned about their beliefs and on giving correct answers, they enter a state of Bliss, which gives them the satisfaction of knowing that their future is secure. They find pleasure and happiness in their grave and wait eagerly for the Day of Resurrection.

2.
The confirmed unbelievers and hypocrites:

These are the people:

· Whose lives were devoid of good deeds, or 

· If there were any good deeds performed, the worldly blessings of health, wealth, good family and friends, prestige and power, etc and/or the ease at the time of death were sufficient rewards.

Allah knows that there place is in Hell; but He does not send them there before the Day of Judgement. So, to give a fore-taste of their punishment, they are questioned about their beliefs, and when they do not give correct answers, their graves are turned into cells of punishment; and they wish that Qiyamah would not come at all.

3.
Neither perfect believers nor confirmed unbelievers:

These are: 

· The children, 

· The insane, 

· Those who for some reason or another could not differentiate the right path from the wrong path, 

· Those who were so far out of the Islamic Environment that they were not aware of the truth of Islam, 

· Those who did not know about Islam but yet were not enemies of Islam, 

· Those whose religious beliefs were not based upon logical understanding but just followed what their families were following, those non-believers who love the Holy Prophet (S) and the Ahlul Bayt (A) without knowing that they were the True Guides sent by Allah.
Such people will not be subjected to the questioning and squeezing in the grave. They will be left in a state like deep slumber, and Allah will decide about them on the Day of Judgement. Till then, there is neither reward nor punishment for them.

After these main groups, there still remains a group in between. 

This group is of those believers who had committed so many sins that could not be wiped out by the worldly troubles and agony of death. 

If Allah decides that such a believer should come on the Day of Judgement clean from all blemishes and free from all sins, then He may put him under punishment during Barzakh. 

It is this punishment, which has been referred to in the Hadith by Imam Ja'far as-Sadiq (A): 

"We will intercede on your behalf on the day of judgement but, by Allah, I am worried about you whilst you would be in Barzakh."

On the other hand, if Allah decides to leave this case in suspense till Qiyamah, then it will fall under the 3rd group.
All these things depend upon the justice and mercy of Allah. We have not been told enough to know all the details about all the groups. 
Life After Death - Barzakh
· Barzakh is the period between Death & the Day of Resurrection

· During Barzakh, one’s correct belief and good deeds alone assist one on having a peaceful time.

· There are 3 groups in Barzakh: The true believers; The confirmed unbelievers and hypocrites; & Neither perfect believers nor confirmed unbelievers.
Aqaid chapter 4   

LIFE AFTERDEATH -RESURRECTION (QAYAMAT)




Allamah Qutubuddin Rawandi relates from Imam Ja'far as-Sadiq (A.S.) that once Prophet Isa (A.S.) asked Jibra'eel as to when would Qayamat come? As soon as Jibra'eel heard about Qayamat, he started trembling and fell down unconscious. When he regained consciousness he said, "O Ruhullah! Verily you know more about it than me", and he recited the above Verse (Ayah). 

It is also narrated that whenever the Holy Prophet  (S.A.W.S.) would talk about Qayamat, there would be sternness in his voice, and his cheeks would turn red. 
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Shaikh Mufeed quotes in `Al-Irshad' that when the holy Prophet (S.A.W.S.) returned to Madina from the expedition of Tabook, Amr bin Ma'dikarib came to visit him. The Prophet said to him, "Submit to Islam Amr, then Allah will protect you from the greatest terror". "What is the greatest terror"? he asked, "for I fear nothing". 
It is said that Amr`was a very brave and strong man. His bravery can be proven by the fact that he had conquered many areas. His sword was famous by the name of ('Shamsheere Samsaam') One stroke of his sword would cut asunder the neck of a camel. During the caliphate of Umar ibn Khattab, Umar told Amr to give him his sword. Amr gave it to him. Umar hit it hard but it had no effect. He threw it in a rage saying that it was no good. To which Amr replied, "0 King! You asked for my sword, not my hands". Umar became furious.
 When Amr told the Holy Prophet (S.A.W.S.)`that I fear nothing, the Prophet said, "Amr, it is not as you think and suppose. Indeed there will be one great shout among the people. Not one person will remain who does not attend, nor a living person who does not die, except as Allah wishes. 
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Then there will be another great shout among them, and those who are dead will assemble and all get into ranks. The heavens will split open and the earth will be crushed. The mountains will be cut asunder and fire will hurl them like sparks. No one who has a soul will remain, except his heart be stripped bare while he mentions his sins and is occupied with his soul, except as Allah wishes. Then, where will you be, Amr at this"? "Indeed I am hearing of a terrible event", said Amr. Then he believed in Allah and His Apostle. People from his tribe also accepted Islam and returned back. 
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Verily Qayamat is full of fright and terror, so much so that even the dead tremble in their graves. It is narrated through many great personalities, that when the dead men where raised back to life by them, they saw that their hair had turned gray. They asked them the reason. To which they replied that, "When we were told to arise, we thought that Qayamat had come, and our hair turned grey due to it's fright". 


Those A'mal which eases the trouble of Qayamat. 

Ten such A'amals which eases the troubles and difficulties of Qayamat: 
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(1) Surah-al-Yusuf daily during (day or night), Surah-ad-Dukhan in Nafela orwajib namaz, Surah al-Ahqaf    on the day or night on friday, Sura-al-Asr in Supererogatory (Nafela) Prayers. 
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(2)Respect a man with a white beard. 
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(3) Whoever dies while going to Mecca or returning from there. 
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(4) Whoever is buried in the courtyard of the Ka'bah. 
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(5) Who guards himself from sins or the lustful passions (of his self),only for the sake or fear of  Allah.
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(6) The man who keeps away from the passions of his self. 
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(7) Whoever suppresses his anger even after having power (to retaliate),  
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(8) Love (Walayah) of Ali (A.S.). 
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(9) A person who helps a believer brother (mo'min), and free him from anxiety, and fulfills his desires.         
    (10) Whoever goes to the grave of a believer brother, places his hand on it and recites Surae Qadr 7 times.


The Trumpet of Israfeel (Soore Israfeel). 
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When Almighty Allah will intend to bring forth Qayamat, He will order Israfeel to blow the trumpet (Soor). The trumpet is large and illuminated, and has one mouth piece and two tubes, one pointing towards the earth and other towards the sky. Israfeel will go to the Baitul Muqaddas (in Jerusalam) and while facing the Qibla will blow the trumpet. When the voice will come out from that side which is towards the earth all living beings on it shall die, and when the voice will come out from that side which is towards the sky all living being in it shall also die. Then Allah will say to Israfeel "Die" and he too shall die. Allah has described the end of the world in many verses (Ayah) of the Qur'an. 
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"When the great event comes to pass, there is no belying its coming to pass- Abasing (one party), exalting (the other), When the earth shall be shaking with a (severe) shaking, And the mountains shall be made to crumble with (an awful) crumbling, so that they shall be scattered dust". (Surah-al-Waqeah:1-6) 
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"On the day when the earth shall be changed into a different earth, and the Heavens (as well), and they shall come forth before Allah, the One, the Supreme". (Surah-al Ibraheem : 48) 
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"When the Heavens becomes cleft asunder, And when the stars become dispersed, And when the seas are made to flow forth, And when the graves are laid open, Every soul shall know what it has sent before and held back". (Surah al-Infitar :1-5) 
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"When the sun is covered. And when the stars darken, And when the mountains are made to pass away". (Surah- at-Takwir:1-3) 
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"So when the sight becomes dazed, And the moon becomes dark, And the sun and the moon are brought together". (Surah-al-Qiyamah: 7-8) 
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"It will not come on you but of a sudden". (Surah-al A'araf: 187)
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People will be engrossed in their different activities, some will be feeding the cattle, some busy in the factories, some weighing things, while some will be absorbed in sins. But when the trumpet will be blown, they all shall die as they are. 
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"So they shall not be able to make a request, nor shall they return to their families".(SurahYaseen: 50) 
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Then the angry voice of Allah will be heard "Where are those men who walked arrogantly over the earth, where are the kings and the emperors who prided upon their empires, where are the people who claimed to be Gods, where are your so called kingdoms. Whose Kingdom is it today"? No one will have the courage to answer. Then He Himself will say "Verily Allah's, the Dominant (Qahhar), the Compelling (Jabbar)". (Ehsanul Fawaed)

Life again….(second life) 
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The entire universe will remain destroyed till Allah wishes. Someone asked Ma'soom (A.S.) regarding this time gap. Ma'soom (A.S.) replied that, "It will remain like that for forty years". 
In another tradition it is stated that "It will remain like this for four hundred years". Thereafter it will rain consequently for forty days and all physical matter will gather together and collect. Israfeel will be the first one to come to life again. Allah will then command him to blow the trumpet again, he shall do so and all dead will arise. 
A voice will then come "0 souls driven forth from the bodies! and the scattered flesh! and the rotten bones! and the dispersed hairs, come and join together, come forth to account (for your deeds)". 
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The earth will be commanded by Allah to vomit all that lies buried in it. "And the earth brings forth her burdens". (Surah-az-Zilzal: 2) 
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All the matter buried in the earth will come out and join. And the people will arise and stand together. 
But each one will have a distinct state and different voices. The virtuous will be uttering Allah's praises "Praise be to Allah who has fulfilled what He promised". While the sinners Will be lamenting while coming out of their graves “O woe to us!`who has raised us up from our sleeping place". (Surah-al Yaseen: 52) 
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It is related in a tradition that one foot will be on the earth while the other in the grave, and they will be standing in wonder so much so that thirty thousand years will pass away. This will be the first part of the punishments of Qayamat. 
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The believers will say: 0 Lord! Hasten us to our eternal abode, so that we may delight in the blessings of Paradise. While the unbelievers will say: 0 Lord! Let us remain here, for your wrath is less here (as compared to the hereafter). (Ma'ad)

Aqaid chapter 5  

LIFE AFTER DEATH – COMING OUT OF THE GRAVES
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The time when people will come out of their graves is very horrifying. Allah says in the Qur'an "Therefore leave them alone to go on with the false discourses and to sport, until they come face to face with that day of theirs with which they are threatened. The day on which they shall come forth from their graves in as if they were hastening on to a goal, their eyes cast down, disgrace shall overtake them, that is the day which they were threatened with". (Surah-al-Ma'arij : 42-44) 
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Imam Ali (A.S.) said, "For every man there are fifty haulting stations in Qayamat, and each station will be equal to the span of a thousand years. Here the first haulting place is when coming out of the grave, where every man will have to wait bare feet and naked. He will have to bear the agony of hunger and thirst. But the person who believes in the Unity (Tawheed) of Allah, Proclamation (Be'asat) of the Holy Prophet (S.A.W.S) Accounting (Hisaab) , Resurrection (Qayamat) And Jannat & Dozakh, and bears testimony to the Prophet hood (Nubuwwat) of Prophet Mohammad (S.A.W.S.), and follows the instructions which have been ordained unto him, will be safe from this agony (of hunger and thirst)". 
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Imam Ali (A.S.) says in the `Nahjul Balagha': That day would be such that Allah would collect on it the anteriors and the posteriors, to stand in obedience for giving accounts, and for reward or recompense of deeds. Sweat would flow up to their mouths and the earth would be trembling beneath them. In the best condition among them would be he who has found a resting place(dunya may kirdar e pasandida ki wajah say) for both his feet and an open place for his breath. (Sermon 101) 
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 Imam Jafar-as-Sadiq (A.S.) said "0n the day of Qayamat people will be standing in the presence of the Almighty like an arrow in the quiver". Just as when we place an arrow in the quiver no place remains, in the same way on the day of Qayamat people will be standing besides each other, and there will be no place left to move about.

The accursed will be recognized by their faces. 
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It is appropriate to quote here the various states in which people will arise out of their graves. 
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(1) Holy Prophet (S.A.W.S.) said, that the one who doubts the greatness and high honour of Ali (A.S.), Will arise from his grave in a manner that in his neck will be bound a collar with three hundred thorns in it, and on each thorn satan will be seated who will be spitting on his face with rage. 
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(2) Imam Mohammad-al Baqir (A.S) said that,on the day of Qayarnat a group of people will be ordered to come out of their graves in a manner that their hands will be bound with their necks such firmly that they would not be able to move even an inch. And for each of them an Angel will be assigned who will be threatening and ridiculing them., and will proclaim: "These are the people who were given immense wealth by Allah, but they acted miserly and refused to spend in the way of Allah". 
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(3) Holy Prophet (S.A.W.S.) said , "A person who backbites (ghibat) and thus creates mischief and dissension among two people, Allah will fill his grave with fire, which will keep burning him till the day of Qayamat. And as soon as he comes out of his grave (on the day of Qayarnat), Allah will send a huge python who will keep biting his flesh. and he will ultimately be thrown in hell". 
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(4) The Holy Prophet (S.A.W.S.) says that a person who looks at non-intimate (na-mahram) woman with lust, Allah will make him come out of his grave in a manner that he will be bound in chains of fire. After being brought in this accursed state in front of all the people, Allah will command him to be thrown into the blazing fire Of hell. 
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(5) Prophet Mohammad (S.A.W.S.) says that on the day Qayamat drunkards will come out of their graves with a blackened face. Their eyes will be sunken into their skulls, faces shrunk, and puss will be oozing out of them. Their tongues will have been pulled out from their necks. In an authritative narrative in `Ilmul Yaqeen' it is narrated by Mohsin Fayz Kashani that on the day of Qayamat drunkards will be made to come out of their graves in a manner that a goblet of wine will be hung in their necks, and will be holding a glass in their hands. An obnoxious smell worse than a corpse will be coming out of their bodies, and all those passing by will be ridiculing them and invoking Allah's curse upon them. 
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(6) It is related that the person who consumes interest will arise on the day of Qayamat in a manner that he will be having a large belly, which will be lying on the ground. He will try to bend and pick it up, but will not be able to do so. Because of this state of his, people will recognize that he is an interest-eater.
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(7) Holy Prophet (S.A.W.S.) said, that the Almighty Allah shall collect the one who beats the tambour (a brass drum) with a tarnished face on the day of Qayamat. And in his hand will be a tambour of fire which he will be hitting on his own head. Seventy thousand Angels shall beat him in the head and face with their clubs of fire. And the musicians & singers, and those who beat the drum shall arise blind & deaf on that day. 
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"The guilty shall be recognized by their marks, so they shall be seized by the forelocks(peshani) and the feet". (Surah-ar Rahman 41)(Ma'ad)

Those Almal which are useful for the people in Qayamat. 
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(1) It is related in a tradition, that for a person who attends a funeral and walks along with the bier, Allah appoints Angels to accompany him in his grave till Qayamat.
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(2) Imam Ja'far-as-Sadiq (A.S.) said that a person who relieves the troubles and helps a believer brother, Allah will keep him safe from the troubles of the hereafter, and he will arise contented and happy from his grave 
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(3) Imam Ja'far-as-Sadiq (A.S.) said that for all the believers who arise from their graves on the day of Qayamat, Allah will appoint a corporeal body (Jisme Misali) who will be walking in front of him. Whenever the believer feels pain or is grieved, it will pacify him and give glad tidings that Allah has forgiven him and blessed him, and it will continue doing so till they reach the place for accounting. Allah will take his account leniently and will order him to enter Paradise. The (corporeal) body will still be walking in front of him. The believer will tell the body, My Allah bless you, you removed me from my grave and gave me glad tidings about Allah's forgiveness and mercy. You are indeed a sincere friend, for verily I have now witnessed Allah's blessings & mercy (as you said). Now tell me who you are"? And it will reply, "I am that very happiness which you presented to your brother in faith in the world. Hence Allah appointed me to accompany you in this difficult journey and give you glad tidings".
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(4) Imam Ja'far-as-Sadiq (A.S.) said, that if a person gives clothes to his believer brother in the summer or the winter, it becomes incumbent upon Allah to clothe him with the heavenly attires, and to ward off difficulty during death and in the grave. When he will come out of his grave on the day of Qayamat, the Angels will come to greet him and give glad tidings of Allah's mercy 
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Allah says in the Qur'an: "The great fearful event shall not grieve them, and the Angels shall meet them: This is your day which you were promised". (Surah-al-Ambiya:103) 
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(5) Sayyed ibne Tawoos writes in 'Iqbal' that the Holy Prophet (S.A.W.S.) said, that the person who recites the following supplication (du'a) one thousand times in the month of Sha'ban, Allah will write in his account one thousand years of worship, and will for give his sins of one thousand years. And on the day of Qayamat when he will arise from his grave, his face will be shining like a full moon, and his name will be written among the truthful ones (Siddiqeen):لااله الا الله ولا نعبد الا اياه مخلصين له الدين ولو كره المشركين 
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(6) To recite Dua'e Jawshane Kabeer in the first part of the month of Ramazan is also beneficial.
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(7) Piety and Virtue are the apparels of the believer. And on the day of Qayamat the pious and virtuous believers will come in their clothing. These are the people for whom Allah promises that they shall not arise naked.

Facts regarding Resurrection (Qayamat)       [Kaifiyat e Hashar o Nashr]. 
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One day Ma'az bin Jabal was seated in the presence of the Holy prophet (S.A.W.S.) in the house of Abu Ayyub Ansari. Ma'az asked the Holy Prophet regarding the eighteenth verse (Ayah) of Surah-an-Naba': "The day on which the trumpet shall be blown so you shall`come forth in hosts(giroh)."` The Holy Prophet (S.A.W.S.) replied, "O Ma'az! You have asked me a very horrifying question". Then he started weeping and said, "Some people from my Ummah will arise from their graves in their different states: Some will have the face of monkeys, while some pigs. Some will be walking upside down on their heads. Some of them will be blind and will not be able to walk. Some will be deaf & dumb and will not understand anything. Some will be in a state that their tongues will be hanging out of their mouths, filthy water will be coming out of their mouths which they will be licking with their tongues. Some people will arise with amputated hands and feet. Some will be hanging from the branches of trees made of fire. Some will be more rotten than a corpse and emitting a repugnant odour. And some will be wearing long garments of tar which will have been stuck to their skins and flesh.

'Those having the face of pigs will be the ones who ate unlawful (haram) property eg. Bribe etc. Those walking upside down on their heads and the blind ones will be the unjust and oppressive rulers. The deaf & dumb will be the ones who prided upon their knowledge (Ilm) and worship (Ibadah). The ones licking their tongues will be the Scholars (Ulama) and Judges (Qazis), who did not practise what they preached. The ones with amputated hands & feet will be the ones who troubled their neighbours in the world and oppressed them. The ones hanging from the tree branches will be the ones who backbited along with the kings and rulers (to please them), and instigated them by creating mischief. The ones emitting a repugnant odour will be the ones who acted according to their lusts and passions, and did not give Allah's Rights. The ones wearing garments of tar will be the haughty and arrogant people". 
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Muhaddise Kashani writes in `Aynul Yaqeen' that on the day of Qayamat some people will arise in the manner that their faces will be even worse than monkeys and pigs. 
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The Holy Prophet (S.A.W.S.) once said that "On the day of Qayamat, people will arise in three different conditions.Some will be riding on animal, some will be walking on foot, while some will be walking on their faces". The narrator (rawi) asked him as to how could they walk on their faces, to which the Prophet replied, "The Almighty who taught them to walk on their feet certainly has the power to make them walk on their faces".
That day will be equal to 50000 years. 
[image: image52.png]


"(that) day the measure of which is fifty thousand years" (Surah-al-Ma'arij : 5). 

 Ma'soorn (A.S.) has said that Qayamat has fifty haulting stations, and each station is equal to a thousand years. The evil doers will have to wait for a thousand years in each station". The calculation of years is according to the time of this world, but there will not be any sun or moon (for days and nights). Man will be able to see all those things which he could not see in the world at night. And all the deeds which men committed concealing from one another will be made apparent in front of all. In another place Allah says: "And what they never thought of shall become plain(zaahir) to them from Al1ah". (Surah-az-Zumar: 47) This world is a dark world, people are not aware of what is hidden in other's minds, in fact he is not aware of him self. But Qayamat is a day of righteousness(haqeeqi din). The sun of reality will shine there for a thousand years, and we will realize as to what we ourselves were, and what our companions were. 
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The first station here is of astonishment. As related earlier that man will stand at the edge(kinaray) of his grave in astonishment for years. At this moment except humming no other voice will reach his ears. 
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"And the voices shall be low before the Beneficent God so that you shall not hear aught but a soft sound". (Surah-at Taha:108) And they will try to call another, but their hearts will come to their throats because of fear. "When hearts shall rise up to the throats, grieving inwardly". (Surah-al-Momin: 18). 
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Then the second station will be of companionship where people will inquire about the state of one another. 
[image: image56.png]


"And some of them shall advance towards others questioning each other". (Surah-at-Toor: 25) 
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In this way people will cross one station and another. They will be scattered like moths 
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"The day on which men shall be as scattered moths". (Surah-al-Qare'ah : 4) And will flee from their own parents, brothers and children. 
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"They day on which a man shall run from his brother,and his mother and his father, and his spouse and his son".(Surah-al-Abasa: 34-36) 
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It will be a day when people will have no escape because they will be surrounded by the Angels from all sides. 
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"O assembly of the jinn and men! if you are able to pass through the regions of the heavens and the earth, then pass through" (Surah-ar-Rahman: 33). 
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"Man shall say on that day: Where to fly to". (Surah al-Qiyamah: l0) No way, none will be able to run away. 
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"By no means, there shall be no place of refuge. With your Lord alone shall on that day be the place of rest" (Surah-al-Qiyamah: 11,12) 
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There is no other way except to stand in front of the Almighty. 

Then they will reach the station of questioning. Every one will ask their friends and relatives to give them some of their good deeds. A father will try to put an obligation on his son by saying that, "In the world I bore troubles to get comforts for you. I remained hungry but fed you, now at least give me one of your good deeds in turn". The son will reply, "O father! At this moment I am more helpless than you are". No one will pay any heed to anyone's requests. (Ma'ad)       
(Ref:Manazile Aakhira(S.AQummi,+ read from Aqaid e Imamia-Sh Md Reza Muzaffar-urdu  pg 401 to 411 )

Aqaid chapter 6
LIFE AFTER DEATH – SCROLLS OF DEEDS (NAME A'AMAL)
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Allah says in the Qur'an: "And when the books (of deeds) are spread". (Surah-at-Takweer: 10). 
        It is one of the important stages of the hereafter and belief in it is incumbent. It is stated in the Qur'an : "And most surely there are keepers over you, Kiraman katebeen, they know what you do". (Surah-al-Infitar: 10-12). 
       In another place the two Angels are also referred to as `Raqeeb` and `Ateed`.Whatever a man does, or sees, or even intends doing, is noticed and written down by these two Angels. 
Someone asked Imam (A.S.) as to how could `Kiraman-Katebeen' know of the intentions (niyyah) of people (to perform good or bad deeds), so as to record them. 
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The Imam (A.S.) replied that, "When a person intends doing a good deed, sweet fragrance emits from his mouth.The Angels smell this fragrance and come to know. Whereas when a person intends doing an evil deed, a foul odour emits from his mouth, and the Angels become aware". 
     If a person intends doing a good deed, one good deed is written down in his scrolls, and if he performs that intended deed, ten good deeds are written down. Whereas if a person intends doing an evil deed, the same is not written down in his scrolls till he actually performs it. 
As written in the Qur'an: "Whoever brings a good deed, he shall have ten like it, and whoever brings an evil deed, he shall `be recompensed only with the like of it, and they shall not be dealt with unjustly." (Surah-al-An'aam : 161). 
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It is one of the countless mercies of Allah that when a person commits a sin, `Ateed' tries to enter it in his scrolls,but 'Raqeeb' tells him to wait lest the person may feel ashamed and apologize for his act. 
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He does not record the deed for five or seven hours. And if within that period the person does not repent, Ateed says: "Verily he is shameless", and then records one evil deed in his scrolls. 
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It is stated in traditions (Ahadees) that every man has two scrolls of deeds, first in which are recorded all good and virtuous deeds, and second in which are recorded all bad and evil ones. All the acts of men are written in it, even to the extent that the air which he blows out of his mouth to lit a fire is also recorded. 
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"And everything they have done is in the writings, And everything small and big is written down". (Surah-al-Qamar 52,53) 
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Shaikh Sadooq relates in "E'eteqadatul Imamiyah", that once the commander of the faithful Ali (A.S.) passed by some youths who were busy in vain and useless gossip, and were laughing. He (A.S.) said, "Why do you blacken your scrolls (of deeds) with such vain talks"? 
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They said, "O Master! are these also recorded"? Imam Ali (a.s.) replied, "Yes, and even the breath that you exhale.The reward of removing a thorn or a stone or a skin from the path of other people are also recorded. These small deeds too do not go wasted". (Ma'ad)

"Come and read my Scrolls". 
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"Then as for him who is given his book in his right hand, he will say: Lo! read my book, Surely I knew that I shall meet my account. So he shall be in a life of pleasure, in a lofty position". (Surah-al-Haqqah : 19-22). A child who secures first rank in his school is so excited and happy, that he calls out to his friends "Come and see my result, that I have passed in the first rank". In the same manner, on the day of Qayamat, a believer (Mo' min) will be given his scrolls in his right hand, and he will call out in excitement: "Lo! come and read my book. My Prayers (Namaz), Fasts (Siyam), and other deeds are accepted by Allah. Come and have a look at them. Surely I knew that I shall meet my account. In the world I was always worried about what would be the outcome of my deeds on the day of Qayamat. Today my accounting is over'. So he shall be in a life of pleasure. Verily the person will be fortunate, and will remain in eternal bliss in Paradise. While the unfortunate child who has failed in his exams, passes through the narrow lanes hiding from people's sight with his head bowed down in shame. Sometimes he wishes that he had died, and sometimes pacifies himself. This will be the state of the evil-doers on that day. "And as for him who is given his book in his left hand he shall say: 0 would that my book had never been given to me, And I had not known what my account was, 0 would that it had made an end (of me), My wealth has a wailed me nothing". (Surah-al-Haqqah : 25-28) 
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"And as for him who is given his book behind his back, he shall call for perdition, and enter into burning fire". (Surah-al-Inshiqaq : l0-l2) 
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The (sinner) person will be given his scrolls from behind, in a manner that his right hand will be tied with his neck, and his left hand will be stretched behind. The scrolls will then be given in his left hand and it will be said unto him "Read your scrolls". He will say, "How can I see what's behind so as to read". Then his neck will be twisted around. In some narratives it is stated that his neck will be turned around pulling him by the beard. And it will be said unto him, "Read your book, your own self is sufficient as a reckoner against you this day". (Bani Israeel : 14) 
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He will read his scrolls of deeds and cry out "'Sabbora" (perdition)
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"Woe to us! What a book is this! It does not omit a small one nor a great one, but numbers them (all), and what they had done they shall find present (there), and your Lord does not deal unjustly with anyone". (Surah-al-Kahf : 49). (Ma'ad).

Refusal to accept the Scrolls. 
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It is narrated that many people at that time will refuse to accept what is written in the scrolls., and will say, "O Allah! the deeds and actions written in these scrolls are surely not ours" 
[image: image79.png]


Imam Ja'far-as-Sadiq (A.S.) says, that at that time Allah will bring forth the Angels (who wrote the scrolls) to testify. They will say, "O Allah! Verily these are Your own Angels and will testify in Your favour, while the reality is that we have not committed these acts", and they will swear upon it. 
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As said in the Qu'ran: "On the day that Allah will raise them up all, then they will swear to Him as they swear to you". (Surah-al-Mujadilah : 18) 
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And when their shamelessness reaches this stage, Allah will set a seal on their tongues, and their bodily parts will scream and testify against them. "On that day We will set a seal upon their mouths, and their hands shall speak to Us, and their feet shall bear witness of what they earned".(Surah al-Yaseen : 65). 
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In another place it is stated: "And on the day that the enemies of Allah shall be brought together to the fire, then they shall be formed into groups. Until when they come to it, their ears and their eyes and their skins shall bear witness against them as to what they did". (Surah-al- Ha Meem Sajda : 19-20). 
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"And they shall say to their bodily components, "Why have you borne witness against us"'? They shall reply, "Allah who makes everything speak has given us speech". (Surah-al-Ha Meem Sajda : 21). At that time they will be rendered speechless. 
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"Say, then Allah is the conclusive argument". (Surah al-An'am : 150) Their refusal (to accept their faults) at that time, will be the proof of their ignorance. For if they accept their faults, surely Allah would shower His mercy upon them and forgive. 
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It is narrated in "Anware No'maniyah", that when a person's deeds will be weighed, and his bad deeds will be more than his good ones, Allah will command His Angels to throw him into hell fire. When the Angels will be taking him, he will turn around and see. Allah will ask him, "Why do you look behind"? He will reply, "0 my Lord! I had never expected that you would throw me to the flames." Allah will say, "0 my Angels! I swear by my Honour and Grandeur, verily he in his life-time never ever thought of what he now says. But now when he claims to have thought so (of my mercy), I permit him to enter Paradise". 
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Shaikh Ayyashi narrates from Imam Ja'far-as-Sadiq (A.S.) that He said, that on the day of Qayamat every person will be given his scrolls (of deeds) and will be told to read it. At that time Allah will recollect the person's strength of sight, speech and movement, and he will say, "O regrets What has happened to my scrolls, for there is no big or small sin of mine which is not recorded in it". Shaikh Ibne Quwailah narrates from Imam Ja'far-as-Sadiq (A.S.) that He said, that whoever in the month of Ramazan goes for the Pilgrimage (Ziyarat) to the Shrine of Imam Husain (A.S.) or dies on the way while going there, then on the day of Qayamat there will be no accounting and reckoning for him, and he shall enter Paradise without fear or anxiety. Allamah Majlisi narrates from Imam Ali ar-Reza (A.S.) in `Tohfatus Saemeen' that He said, "Whoever comes to visit my grave from far and near, on the day of Qayamat We shall save him from three calamities: (1) We shall give him refuge from the terrors of Qayamat, when the scrolls of good doers will be given in their right hands, and evil ones in their left hands, (2) He will be safe from the punishment at the Bridge (Pool) of Serat, (3) During weighing of scales We will help him".
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It is written in `Haqqul Yaqeen' that Husaini bin Sa'eed in `Kitabuz Zohd' narrates from Imam Ja'far-as-Sadiq (A.S.) that He said, that when Allah will wish to take account of a believer (mo'min), He will give his scrolls (of deeds) in his right hand. And Allah Himself will take his accounting so that no one else may come to know about his affairs. 
Allah will then ask him, 
"0 My valuable slave! Have you committed such and such acts also"? The believer will answer (in repentance), "Yes my Lord, I have committed them". Then Allah will say, "I have forgiven your sins and have replaced them with good deeds". People will look at him with awe in Paradise andexclaim : Glory be to Allah! Verily this person is free from all sins. 
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A narrator (rawi) asked Imam (A.S.) regarding Allah's words : "Then as to him who is given his book in his right hand, he shall be reckoned with by an easy reckoning, and shall go back to his people joyfully" (Surah-al-Inshiqaq : 7- 9), as to who are the relatives of the believer in Paradise. Imam (A.S.) replied, "His relatives will be the same as in this world, provided they be believers". 
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And when Allah will take account of the evil-doers, He shall do it in the open and in front of all those present in Qayamat. And Allah will end all correspondence with him, and give his scrolls in his left hand from behind. The person will cry out: 0 what a catastrophe! And he will falhead-long into hell. He will be the one who led a luxurious and careless life with his family in the world, and disbelieved in the hereafter. It is also a fact that in Qayamat Allah will tie the hands of the hypocrites (munafeqeen) and disbelievers behind their necks. And in the supplication (du'a) to be recited during Wuzu, these two punishments are described:

اللهم اعطني كتا بي بيميني والخلد في الجنان بيساري وحاسبني حسابا
يسيرا اللهم لا تعطني كتابي بشمالي ولا من وراء ظهري ولا تجعلها مغلولة الى عنقي واعوذ بك من مقطعات النيران
Angels take the Scrolls to the Holy Prophet (S.A.W.S.) and the Holy Aimmah (A.S.) 
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The Angels first take the scrolls to the Holy Prophet (S.A.W.S.), and then to the Holy Imams (A.S.). Lastly the scrolls are handed over to Imam Mahdi (A.T.F.S.) for scrutiny. Imam (A.S.) looks at both (good as well as bad) scrolls, and asks for forgiveness from Allah for the sins of His Shi'ahs written in them. And those sins which can be written off are done so. Hence Imam (A.S.) tells His Shi'ahs, "Beware! when your scrolls come to me, your sins should be such that can be written off, and should not be such that cannot be corrected or forgiven". Then the scrolls are taken to the heavens. 
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As said in the Qur'an: "And say: Work, so Allah will see your work and (so will) His Apostle and the Believers (Holy Aimmah)" (Surah al -Bara'at: 105)

WEIGHING SCALES (MEEZAN E AAMAL)
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Every sect has interpreted the meaning of Meezan according to their own views. Some opine that the deeds shall literally be weighed. While some say that the deeds shall be given a physical form and then weighed. The good deeds shall be given a beautiful face, while the evil deeds an ugly one. Allamah Ne'matullah Jazaeri in "Anware No'maniyah" says, that according to trustworthy and consecutively transmitted reports it clearly proves that the deeds shall be given a physical form and then they shall be weighed. (Ehsanul Fawaed). 
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In some traditions it is related, that this deeds will be weighed with the weight of the deeds of the prophets and their successors. Hence in one ziyarat it is stated: "peace be on you, O the weighing scale" Here Imam Ali (A.S.) is referred to as the weighing scale. The prayers of all mankind will be weighed with the weight of the prayers of Imam Ali (A.S.). Imam Ja'far-as-Sadiq (A.S) says, that the weighing scale (in which the prayer and deeds of men shall be weighed) are the prophets (Ambiya) and Their Successors (Awsiya). On the day of Qayamat our prayers will be compared with the prayars of Imam Ali (A.S). 
Whether the humility and Sincerity, which were present in  the prayers of Imam Ali (A.S.) are found in our prayers or no. Our generosity. bravery, mercy and forgiveness are like His (A.S.) or no. Hence our deeds should not be contrary to His, so as not to turn away from the righteous scale (Ali A.S.) and turn towards His enemies Mu' awiya and Yazid, and walk on their paths. And our characters should not be like those who usurpsd the garden of fadak of Hazrat Zahra (A.S.). (maad) 
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Allah says in the Qur'an: "And the measuring out on that day they will be just, then as for him whose measure (of good deeds) is heavy, those are they who shall be successful. And as for him whose measure (of bad deeds) is light, those are they who have made their souls suffer loss because they disbelieved in our communications" (Surah al-Aaraf: 9-10) 
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In another place He says: "The terrible calamity what is the terrible calamity and what will make you comprehend what the terrible calamity is? 
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The day on which men will be as scattered moths, And the mountains shall be as loosened wool. 
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Then as for him whose measure of good deeds is heavy, he shall live a pleasant life. And as for him whose measure of good deeds is light, his abode shall be the abyss. And whose will make you know what it is? A burning fire." (Surah-al-Qare'ah: 111) 
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The best actions which help to increase the measure of good deeds in the scales in Qayamat, are sending sa1awat on Mohammad (S.A.W.S.) and his progeny, and good character. I state below some traditions on the importance of Salawat, and later some incidents of good character.          

(Compiled from “Manazilul Aakhira” by Sh. Abbas e Qummi.)
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