CLASS 9 - LESSON 14                                  Súrah at Takáthur

Introduction

This Súrah was revealed in Makka. It has eight verses. It is Súrah number 102 in the Holy Qur'án. “Takáthur” means “Excessiveness” and the title of the Súrah refers to the activity of competing for luxuries and plentitude.

Text and Translation

ãÈ×ãcáäoÂB ãÌÇåcáäoÂB ãÐÃÂB ãÈåtãQ
In the Name of Alláh, the Beneficent, the Merciful
ý1þ âoâ[Cá¿áäXÂB âÈâ¾CáÏåÂáF

1. Competing for plentitude keeps you occupied.

ý2þ áoãQCá»áÇåÂB âÈâWånâp ÔáäXác
2. Until you come to the graves.
ý3þ áÉÒâÇáÃå¯áW áµåÒás áäÚá¾
3. No, soon you will come to know (your error);

ý4þ áÉÒâÇáÃå¯áW áµåÒás áäÚá¾ áäÈâ[
4. No, no, soon you will come to know (your error).

ý5þ ãÌ×ã»á×åÂB áÈåÃã® áÉÒâÇáÃå¯áW åÒáÂ áäÚá¾
5. No, if only you knew it with certain knowledge.

ý6þ áÈ×ãdá`åÂB áäÉâÑáoáXáÂ
6. You shall certainly see hell fire.
ý7þ ãÌ×ã»á×åÂB áÌå×á® CáÏáäÊâÑáoáXáÂ áäÈâ[
7. You shall certainly see it with sure vision.
ý8þ ãÈ×ã¯áäËÂB ãÌá® èmãNáÆåÒáÖ áäÌâÂáGåtâXáÂ áäÈâ[
Then, on that day, you shall be questioned about the bounties(you enjoyed).

Tafsír

Áyah 1. Takáthur refers to competition among the people for superiority in wealth and property. It makes man so engrossed in the pursuit of material things that he becomes heedless about the hereafter. In this verse there is a clear warning to devote some time for spiritual development also.

Áyát 2-7. When faced with graves, man looks at his own life critically. Sometimes, he changes for the better as a result. When a man dies he leaves all his material possessions behind. He remains in no doubt about the nature of the next world, because he sees it unveiled in front of him. This certainty comes only after death, and it is necessary for man to be prepared for the hereafter, which is why the verse is repeated twice.

Áyah 8. Man enjoys countless blessings from Alláh. With the blessings comes responsibility. On the Day of Judgement, man will have to account for all that he was given in this world.

Merits of Reciting Súrah at Takáthur

1.  The Prophet (S) has said that one who recites this Súrah will not be tried by Alláh, regarding the blessings which He bestowed upon him.

2.  The one who recites this Súrah will be regarded as though he has recited a thousand verses of the Holy Qur’án. The Prophet (S) once asked, “Can anyone among you read one thousand verses from the Qur'án a day?' The Muslims replied, 'O Messenger of Allah! Who can?!' He said, 'Can anyone among you recite Súrah at-Takáthur?!" He has also said, "Whoever recites this Súrah when he goes to bed will be protected from the grave's trial."
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