Ibn Al-Mutahhar

Allama Hilli

ABU MANSUR HASAN bin YUSUF AL-HILLA (A.R.)

He was born on 29 Ramadhan 648 A.H. in Hilla

he has been given the title which means - The very learned one from Hilla.  He was the nephew and student  of Muhaqqiq e Hilli for Fiqh and then proceeded to study from other masters of his era, including Khwaja Nasiruddin Tusi who taught him Philosophy and Logic.  Later, he sat with the Sunni Scholars to study their Fiqh.

He was a child genius attaining  the position of a mujtahid at the age of 9 - 10 years.

It is reported that as a very young child, when chased by his tutor - his uncle he used to recite the ayaat of wajib sajda;  his uncle would have to stop and do sajda whilst he ran away (he was not baligh and therefore it was not wajib on him).

As a child he was once playing outside the masjid whilst his father - a mujtahid also was inside with some mu’mineen. An old man emerged from the masjid crying.  Allama asked him the reason for his grief whereby the old man said that Allama’s father had said that he would have to repay 50 years of his salaa, because he had been coming early to the masjid and doing his wudhoo for Salatul Dhuhr & Asr with the niyya of wajib before the time of salaa had set in.  (This was the fatwa issued by Allama’s father - most marja today do not view this in the same way).   Allama Hilli told him that he only had to pray one day’s qadha salaa.

Perplexed the old man called Allama’s father.
Allama explained to his father that the qadha salaa was wajib on the old man everyday since he first did his wudhoo niyya incorrectly.  Therefore, everyday when he prayed with wudhoo of wajib niyya he was praying the previous days qadha salaa.
Many a time he would debate with the ulema of the other sects and was respected amongst all.  Once the Sultan of the time had divorced his much loved wife 3 times after a petty argument (in the other sects of Islam one is allowed to divorce one’s wife 3 times in one sitting - this case the husband can  not remarry his ex-wife unless she has married another man and he then divorces her ).

The Sultan was distraught  and called the ulema of all the sects.  When none could help he asked if there were anymore sects in Islam.  The ulema advised him of the Shias and he summoned Allama Hilli
Allama Hilli entered the Sultan’s court with his shoes under his armpit and he sat down without bowing to the Sultan.

The other ulema ridiculed him on having no etiquette (akhlaq).

Allama replied :

“In your religion as well as mine, to bow down in front of anyone other than Allah is inadvisable.”

As for my shoes I have heard that during the Prophet’s time, the Hanafis used to steal shoes, so I decided to bring mine in !”
The Hanafi ulema were enraged:

You do not even know from whence the Hanafi sect started ?  It did not even exist at the time of the Prophet (S.A.W.) but started about 100 years after his wafat.”

Allama said : “I’m sorry ! It must me the Malikis who stole the shoes then.”

The Malike ulema retorted :“We too did not exist in the time of the Prophet(s.a.w)”
Allama said :  “It must be the Hambalis then .....”

The Hambali ulema denied existing a the time of the Prophet (S.A.W.).

Allama said : “It must be the Shafi’is!!!”
The Shafi ulema said :

“What nonsense you talk! None of our sects existed during the time of Prophet (S.A.W.)!”
Allama Hill turned to the Sultan and said :

“You have heard that none of these sects existed during the time of the Prophet (S.A.W.).  I am from those who follow the Imam who was with the Prophet (S.A.W.) all the way !”
Rendering the others dumbfounded, he explained that 3 divorces in one sitting were not permissible and therefore re-marriage to his ex-wife was permissible.

His works include several memorable books and treaties on Fiqh, Usul, Kalam, Logic, Philosophy and Rijal.  
We know of at least a hundred books written by him, some of which are still in the form of manuscripts.  Each book of this great faqeeh is enough to portray his genius.  
His book Tabsiratul Muta’allimeen,  is still being studied by the students of Hawza today.  
Later Fuqaha have written extensive commentaries on Allama’s works.

He died on 21 Muharram 726 AH and is buried in Najaf.

________________________________________________

MUHAMMAD bin HASAN AL-HILLI

Fakhrul  Muhaqqiqeen

(Pride of the Investigators)
He was born in 682A.H. and studied under his father  - Allama Hilli.  

Allama Hilli was so impressed by his son’s brilliance that he called him Fakhrul Muhaqqiqeen.

He too is said to have reached the rank of mujtahid at the age of 10 years.

He is said to be responsible for completing of several of his fathers’ works.

Most of the important ulema of the next generation including Shaheed Awwal studied under him.

His famous book on Fiqh is ‘Aydhah Al-Fawaaid’ which he wrote to explain some difficult parts of his father’s book ‘Qawaaid’.

He died in 771 A. H. in Hilla.                                             (Ref. IEB manual)
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