SHAHEED E AWWAL (The first martyr)

SHAMSUD DEEN MUHAMMAD bin MAKKI AL- AMILI AL- JIZZINI (A.R.)

He was born in Jizzeen in 734 A. H. in the Jabal Amil in S. Lebanon, where Shias have lived for many centuries.

He studied in Hilla under the care of great Fuqaha of his time, amongst them Fakhrul Muhaqqiqeen. 

It is said that when he studied at night he used to keep a heated copper plate near him.  When he felt drowsy he used to place the hot plate on his head as the accompanying pain would keep him awake.  As a result of this practise he lost all his hair which never grew back.

He went to Damascus and established himself as a leading a’alim of  the town, giving judgements on fiqh for all 4 Sunni schools of thought whilst also being the leader of the Shias.  this was only achieved through taqiyya.  He was arrested, imprisoned and martyred as a result of a fatwa issued by a Maliki faqih, supported by Shafei, condemning him because he was a Shia, in the year of 786 A.H.

His most important book is Al-Luma’a Ad-Dimashqiyya which was written by him during his short term in prison which ended with his execution.

It is strange coincidence that two centuries later, a faqih who wrote a commentary on AAl-Luma’a was also executed and martyred.  He came to be know as Shaheed Ath--Thaani.

The most distinctive feature of the family of Shaheed-e-Awwal is  that practically every member of the household was a Faqih.  His wife Ummu Ali and his daughter Ummu Hasan were both Fuqaha of the first order.  Ladies were instructed to refer to them for any problems of Fiqh.  He had three sons, all of  them Fuqaha.
SHAHEED E THANI (The second Shaheed)

SHAYKH ZAYNUD DEEN  ibn ALI AL-AMILI AL-JUBAAI (A.R.)

He was born in 911 A.H. in Juba’, Jabal Aamil in S. Lebanon, but he must have lived in Tus for a considerable time, as he occasionally signed his name as al-Tusi, al-Shami.

He was a widely travelled man, having visited Egypt, Syria, Hijaz,  Baytul Muqaddas, Iraq and Constantinople (Istanbul).  

Always in pursuit of  knowledge, he studied from nearly twelve Sunni Ulama of Figh.  apart from the proficiency in Fiqh, he was well versed in Usool , Philosophy, Irfan, Medicine and Astronomy.  

He became a  teacher at the Sunni madrasa Nuriyya in Balbeck in the Biqa valley teaching the 4 Sunni schools of law as well as the Shia’.

His students have recorded in his biography that Shaheed maintained his family by selling firewood  cut by himself during the nights, and then sat to teach during the day.

He wrote many books and standardised the study of classification of ahadith.  His major book is Rawdat Al-Bahiyya which is the commentary on Al-Lum’ah written by Shaheed-e-Awwal.  It is a part of curriculum in almost every Hawza even today.

A man whom he had given judgement against complained to the wali of Sidon and as a result Shaheed Ath-Thaani was summoned to Istanbul.  He was killed in 966  A.H. either in or on his way to Istanbul.
