SHAYKH ABU JA'FER MUHAMMAD ibn HASAN  TUSI (A.R.)

Shaykhu't Tã'ifa

At the outset it must be noted  that there are two great Ulema who bear the title TUSI. 

The other one is Khwaja Nasiruddin Al-Tusi (A.R.). 

They are unrelated but were both born in the Iranian city of Tus. 

There is a difference of approx. 200 years between their eras.

His name was Muhammad ibn Hasan ibn Ali ibn Hasan and 
he was born in Ramadhan 385 A.H. in Tus (Iran). 

His early years were spent in Tus where he was taught by his father who was a great A'lim of his time. 

In 408 A.H. (1017 A.D.) he moved to Baghdad to pursue further studies and became a student of Shaykh Mufeed. 

When Shaykh Mufeed died he studied under Syed Murtadha ('Alamul Huda). He soon became Syed Murtadha's star student.

After the death of Syed Murtadha in 436 A.H., he became the leading Shia 'A'lim and acknowledged as the Marja' of the Shia world. 

In 448 A.H. during the reign of Qãim ibn Amr Allah; the enemies of  Ahlulbayt were jealous of the progress made by the Shia Ulema in particular Shaykh Tusi.

They started influencing the Khalifa by saying that Shaykh Tusi was one of those who abused the first three Khalifa's - Abu Bakr, Uthman & Umar.. 

They produced the book of a'mãl called Al - Misbãh and picked on Ziyarat e Ashura which says "...la'na on the first, second  third and fourth who committed injustices...." 

Shaykh Tusi was called to the court and asked to explain. 

He said the first was Qabil, the second the one who killed the she-camel of Nabi Salih, the third one being the killer of Nabi Yahya, and the fourth - Abdur Rahman ibn Muljim (One who struck Imam Ali (A.S.) on 21st Ramadhan). 

The Khalifa was satisfied.

Seeing that they were not successful they started causing rifts within the general public causing Sunni-Shia riots in Baghdad - 448 A.H. (1056 A.D.). 

In these riots thousands of houses belonging to Shias were burnt down including the house of Shaykh Tusi and his famous library which is said to have contained 90,000 books (80,000 given to him by Shaykh Murtadha). 

The riots spread to Kadhmayn and Shaykh Tusi decided to move to Najaf with some of his students. 

His students included his son - Syed Hasan.

It is he who laid the foundation of Islamic knowledge in Najaf establishing madrasas and making it a flourishing learning centre (albeit destroyed by Saddam). Through him countless benefited, from whom 300 became Mujtahideen.

He is the author of two of the four main books of Ahadith – 

Al-Istibsãr and Al-Tahdhib. 

The latter contains 393 chapters with 13,590 Ahadith. 

He wrote many other books. 

His authority and impact was such that after his death for 80 years no A'lim gave any fatawa which were different from Shaykh Tusi's. 

One other reason was also that his book Al-Nihaya was disputed by some Ulema from Baghdad. 

They came to Najaf to resolve the dispute asking for help in the haram of Imam Ali (A.S.). All three saw Imam in their dream authorising the book.

He had two daughters and one son. All became Mujtahideen. 

His son- Syed Hasan was known as Mufeed the second.

His grandchildren too became eminent scholars.

No Aalim in either the Sunni or Shia world covered such wide fields of study as Shaykh Tusi.

He died in Najaf on the night of 22 Muharram 460 A.H. (1067 A.D.) 

at the age of 75 years. 

He was buried in his home as per his wasiyya. 

The house was converted into a mosque which was later incorporated with the haram of Imam Ali (A.S.) 

Today it is difficult to identify the original mosque but there is a gate of the haram on the side known as Bãb Al-Tusi.   
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