TAREEKH 8.17:                                 LADY FATIMAH (S.A) – (PART 1 & PART 2)
Name :

Fatimah
Title:


Az Zahra (The Radiant)
Kuniyat:

Ummul A’immah
Father:

Prophet Muhammad (S)
Mother:

Bibi Khadija (A)
Birthdate: 

20th Jamadil Aakher, 7 years before Hijra, in Makka
Martyrdom:
          3rd Jamadil Aakher 11AH
Buried:

Madina, Saudi Arabia

Lady Fatimah (A) was the only daughter of Prophet Muhammad (S) and Lady Khadijah (A). When Lady Khadijah (A) was about to give birth, the women of Makka refused to assist her saying that she had betrayed them by supporting the Prophet (S). However, Allah granted Lady Fatimah (A) a very special birth. Lady Khadijah (A) received four midwives by the command of Allah and these were the four chosen ladies named: Lady Sarah – the wife of Prophet Ibrahim (A), Lady Maryam – the mother of Prophet Isa (A), Lady Asiyah – the wife of Fir’awn and Umme Kulthum – the sister of Prophet Musa (A).

It was only up to the age of five that Lady Fatimah (A) enjoyed the blessings and affection of her mother because when she was five years old, Lady Khadija (A) passed away. So from then on she was looked after by her father, Prophet Muhammad (S).

Lady Fatimah (A) is known as “Sayyidatu-n-nisa i‘l Alameen” which means Leader of all the women of the world. She inherited the many qualities of her father including wisdom, will-power, piety, patience and knowledge. Her generosity and compassion for the poor was such that no beggar ever returned from her door without being attended to. Imam Husain (A) has said, “I often witnessed my mother absorbed in prayer from dusk to dawn.” 

The Prophet (S) has been reported to say, “Fatimah is a piece of my heart.” Whenever she came into his presence, the Prophet (S) would stand up in respect, not because she was his daughter, but because she possessed the highest qualities of piety and faith amongst all women. Although the Prophet (S) was a perfect example for men, it was Lady Fatimah (A) who undertook the duty to preach to the women. She was and still is the perfect model for all women to follow.

The excellence of this pure lady was such that even at a young age, the Prophet (S) received numerous offers for her hand in marriage from wealthy families and chiefs of tribes. He refused them all, saying that he was waiting for the order of Allah regarding the person to whom his daughter should be married.

The Muslims realised that the person who married this great lady would not need to be rich and powerful, but would have to possess her qualities of truthfulness, piety and excellence. Therefore, some people suggested to Imam Ali (A) that he should go to the Prophet (S) and place a proposal for himself. Imam Ali (A) also wished this, and he approached the Prophet (S). Imam Ali (A) felt shy at his request but when the Prophet (S) encouraged him to speak what was on his mind, he managed to tell him.

On receiving the proposal of Imam Ali (A), the Prophet (S) was so pleased that he smiled and said, "It is a welcome and happy proposal." However, he asked Imam Ali (A) to wait till he asked his daughter. When the Prophet (S) mentioned the proposal of Imam Ali (A) to Lady Fatimah (A), she remained quiet due to her modesty. However, from her silence, her approval was clear to the Prophet (S) and he declared, “Fatimah’s silence is her acceptance.”

In those days, Imam Ali (A) owned nothing except his sword and battle armour. He was advised by the Prophet (S) to sell the armour to meet the expense of marriage. With the money from the sale, the items of dowry for Lady Fatimah (A) were purchased. The marriage ceremony was performed by the Holy Prophet (S) in the month of Ramadhan 2 A.H. All the Muhajireen and Ansar gathered for the wedding, and Imam Ali (A) arranged for a feast (Walimah).

The Prophet (S) informed his daughter of the virtues and qualities of her husband. Then he turned to Imam Ali (A) and mentioned the excellence of his daughter and said that if Imam Ali (A) had not been born, there would have been none else to match her. He then divided the duties of life between them. He told Lady Fatimah (A) to take care of all the household affairs while he made Imam Ali (A) responsible for the outdoor duties.

From this marriage Imam Ali (A) and Lady Fatimah (A) were blessed with two sons, Imam Hasan (A) and Imam Husain (A), and two daughters, Lady Zainab (A) and Lady Umme Kulthum (A). All their children were well-known for their piety and noble virtues and it was their strength of character and actions that changed the course of history. 

After her marriage, Lady Fatimah (A) was very devoted to Imam Ali (A). She never once demanded anything from her husband and instead used to help their maid Lady Fidha with the housework. They lived in a simple house next door to the Holy prophet (saw) due to the love and affection they shared. It was in this house that Lady Fatimah (A) gave birth to the new stars of Islam, her children Imam Hasan (A), Imam Husain (A), Lady Zainab (A) and Lady Umme Kulthum (A).

The status of this pure lady can be seen in the event of Mubahila, when the Prophet (S) faced the Christians and they arranged to meet together and curse one another to decide which was correct, Islam or Christianity. The Prophet said, “Come let us summon our sons and your sons, our women and your women, and ourselves and yourselves, and then let us humbly pray and invoke the curse of Allah on the liars!” (3:61). When we see who the Prophet (saw) brought as his women, it was no other than Lady Fatimah (A). 

The tasbih that we recite after every obligatory prayer was in fact a gift from the Prophet (S) to his beloved daughter, which is why we call it Tasbihat-e-Fatimah Zahra (A). In it we recite Allahu Akbar 34 times, Alhamdulillah 33 times and Subhanallah 33 times.

Up to now striving in the way of Allah with her beloved father was quite pleasant when compared to the difficulties that Lady Fatimah (A) had to face after the demise of the Prophet (S). The death of the Prophet (S) affected Lady Fatimah (A) very much and she was deeply saddened and grief-stricken.

After the death of her father she had to go through so much torture as she witnessed how Imam Ali (A) was deprived of his rightful claim to the caliphate. Those who falsely seated themselves in the position of Imam Ali (A), stole the gift of Fadak that the Prophet (S) had given to Lady Fatimah (A), and as if that was not enough, they even went to the extent of setting her house on fire. At one event, these cruel tyrants resorted to physical violence by pushing down the door of this pure lady’s house so that it injured her greatly and killed the unborn baby boy she was carrying.

After having suffered so much, it was no surprise that her life in this world came to an end only seventy-five days after the death of her father, at the age of only eighteen years. She breathed her last on 3rd Jamadil Akhar 11 A.H. but before she departed from this world she told Imam Ali (A) to make sure she was buried in the night and that anyone that had displeased her should not be allowed to attend her funeral. After going through such torment, the daughter of the messenger of Allah was finally laid to rest in Jannatul Baqi, Madina.

The Prophet (S) had said:                                                                                                                “Whoever injures Fatimah, injures me; and whoever injures me injures Allah; and whoever injures Allah practises unbelief. O Fatimah! If your wrath is incurred, it incurs the wrath of Allah; and if you are happy, it makes Allah happy too.”   
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