Aqaid Chapter 1

Nabuwwah
Nabuwwah is the belief in the Prophets (A) sent down by Allah to guide mankind to the right path. There were 124,000 Prophets (A) and the last of them was our Holy Prophet (S). The message and mission of every Prophet (A) was the same.
The Holy Qur'an says:
"And indeed We raised in every nation an apostle preaching, 'Worship Allah and avoid every kind of idol'.."
(An Nahl, 16:36)
If Allah had just created man but not made provision to guide him, then they would not have been able to worship Him in the correct manner, nor would they know what was expected from them.

Allah chose men at various times to convey His message to the people. These were Prophets (A), and they received revelation from Allah through His angels and through dreams. Since they were also human, they could then go and guide their communities and be role models for them.

Aqaid Chapter 2
Need of Prophethood?
Why were Prophets sent to the world? To understand the need for Prophets, think about the following points:

EXPERT TEACHERS OF RELIGION:
Society needed teachers to explain the right path to them. If left to themselves, each individual would interpret religion according to his own thinking, and follow his own path. Or some people would follow others who on account of their charisma, limited knowledge in a particular field, wealth, power or influence would dominate over these people.

It was therefore necessary that Divinely appointed Prophets be sent to teach the correct way, and to guide society with Divine authority. This is why we see that God instructs us to take the Prophet as the best model to follow:

"Certainly you have in the Messenger of Allah an excellent model"
(33:21).
NEED FOR REMINDER:
Even if human beings knew what they were supposed to do in this world, and how they should live their lives, they needed a reminder while they were in the world, before the day of accounting came upon them. Thus a Prophet was sent to warn people not to stray from the right path, and give them good news of a great reward from God if they followed His laws. Allah tells the Holy Prophet (s) in the Qur'an:
"We have sent you with all truth as a bearer of glad tidings and a warner"
(35:24)
SPIRITUAL PURIFICATION:
A Prophet was entrusted with the duty of training and cleansing the hearts and minds of human beings. They showed humans how they could purify themselves from moral filth, and raise themselves spiritually. They taught people about God, and about ways of attaining moral and spiritual perfection. In the Qur'an, Allah says:
"He it is who raised among the unlettered, a Messenger from among themselves, who recites to them His communications, and purifies them, and teaches them the Book and wisdom whereas they were before in clear error".
(62:2)
A PERFECT EXAMPLE:
For human beings to follow the right path, they needed a good example, a model whom they could imitate. If they were just given the rules, it would be only theoretical, and some people may have objected that it was impossible for humans to follow the laws of God in this world. But Allah sent human beings who followed His laws perfectly, and thus were models for others. Allah says about the Holy Prophet in the Qur'an:
"Certainly you have in the Messenger of Allah an excellent example for him who hopes in Allah and the last day, and remembers Allah much".
(33:21)
That is why Allah did not send angels to guide human beings. The enemies of the Holy Prophet (S) asked him why Allah had sent an ordinary human being like themselves, who "ate" and "walked in the markets" to guide them.

Why had He not sent an angel who would command awe and respect from human beings? What they did not understand was that an angel could not be a practical model for human beings. It would have been said that the angel could follow the laws of God because he was not a human being and was free from human faults. It was to prevent such arguments, and to show that it is possible for human beings to lead exemplary lives, that Allah sent human Prophets as perfect examples.

A RECEIVER OF DIVINE REVELATION:
We sometimes come across incidents that show that some people are not prepared to accept certain kinds of knowledge. It is either too advanced for them or they are not emotionally and mentally able to grasp the message. Divine message is not something that everyone can easily take, understand, follow it, and then transmit to others. There was a need of a chosen servant of God (al-Mustafa, one of the titles of the Prophet) to receive the final and perfect revelation of God. God says about the power of Qur'an in these words:
"Had We sent down this Qur'an on a mountain, you would certainly have seen it falling down, splitting into pieces because of the fear of Allah".
(59:21).
Our belief is that all the Prophets (A) were Ma'sum (free from sin and error) and that this was a Divine protection for them. We believe in all the Prophets (A) of Allah and respect all of them.

The Holy Qur'an says:
"Say: We believe in Allah and in that which has been sent down to us, and in that which was sent down to Ibrahim and Isma'il and Ishaq and Ya'qub and the tribes, and in that which was given to Musa and Isa and in that which was given to the Prophets from their Lord. We make no distinction between any of them, and to Him do we submit."
(Al Baqarah, 2:136)
Aqaid Chapter 3
Miracles
The other essential quality of the Prophets (A) apart from being Ma'sum was that they could display miracles to support their claim to Prophet hood. By Allah's permission, they did things which the people were unable to do. The miracles that Allah gave them were designed to have the greatest impact on the people.

What is Mu'jizah? (Miracle)
Mu'jizah means that which disables or that which people are not able to do. In Islamic terminology, Mu'jizah means such an act which people are unable to do and Allah shows it in the hands of Prophets and Imams, to prove Prophethood of the particular Prophets and Imamat of the Imams.

Such Mu'jizah may appear:
· before or after the birth of the Prophet or Imam concerned.

· during his childhood.

· after his attaining maturity.

· before declaration of his Nabuwat or Imamat.

· after declaration or just at the time of it.

· in his life time or after his death.

· either on his body or on something which is connected to him like his clothing.

It does not matter whether that Mu'jizah appears to be his own or by the Action of Allah .

In all the above conditions, the action which proves the truth of the claim of Nabuwat or Imamat is called Mu'jizah.

The Prophets were given miracles as their credentials. Miracles are performances which are not impossible but are actions which cannot be done without apparatus, medicine or practice, BUT the Prophets and Imams performed them without any practice or machinery.

Aqaid Chapter 4
Prophets who Performed Miracles
AMONGST THE PROPHETS WHO PERFORMED MIRACLES ARE:
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PROPHET MUSA (A): his staff changed into a serpent, when he put his hand under his armpit it gave out a light and he spoke directly to Allah. Tawrat was revealed to him.

 Allah says in the Holy Qur'an:
"...... We sent Musa with our miracles to Firaun and his people, but they too rejected our miracles..... I have brought my miracles from your Lord...." (7:103-105)
"So he cast down his staff and lo! It suddenly became an obvious serpent and he drew forth his hand, and lo! It appeared white to the onlookers." (26:32-33)
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PROPHET IBRAHIM (A): When Namrud had him thrown into the fire, he did not get burnt.

 

Allah says in the Holy Qur'an:
"They said: 'Burn him to ashes if you want to help your god'. We said to the fire: 'Be cool and peaceful with Ibrahim."
(21:68-69)
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PROPHET ISMAIL (A): When he was left with his mother in Mecca and she was desperately looking for water for him, a stream of water, known to us today as Zam Zam, appeared at his feet. Also when in a dream Allah asked Prophet Ibrahim (A) to sacrifice his son, Prophet Ismail (A) agreed and an animal was slaughtered instead.
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PROPHET DAWOOD (A): he could bend iron with his bare hands and he could shape it in any way he liked. Zabur was revealed to him. 
Allah says in the Holy Qur'an: 

"........ and softened iron for him..."
(34:10)
 

[image: image9.jpg]


PROPHET SULAIMAN (A): he could speak the language of the birds and ants.

 Allah says in the Holy Qur'an:
"..... people, we have been taught the language of the birds.."
(27:16)
PROPHET ISA (A): he was born without a father to Bibi Maryam (A). Injil was revealed to him. He could raise the dead to life again under the command and will of Allah, he could restore the eyesight of the blind and cure lepers.
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PROPHET MUHAMMAD (S): he rose to the Heavens on Me'raj, how he left the house when it had been surrounded by the disbelievers of the tribe of Quraish and the spider's web outside the cave of Thaur with the bird's nest inside whilst the Holy Prophet (S) was inside, he has very many miracles but his greatest LIVING MIRACLE is the HOLY QUR'AN.
 EXERCISES:
1. What were the miracles given to the following Prophets?
a) Prophet Saleh (A)
b) Prophet Sulaiman (A)
c) Prophet Yusuf (A)
How did these miracles help the Prophets in their task of guiding the people to the right path?

2. Compare a classroom which uses only texts to learn, and has no teacher, to a classroom which uses both text and teachers to learn. List the advantages and/or disadvantages of both ways of learning. Which way is most beneficial?

Aqaid Chapter 5
Imamat
Imamat is the belief in the 12 Holy Imams (A) who were the inheritors of the Holy Prophet (S) and who were his Caliphs (successors).

The word Imamat comes from Imam which literally means leader. The one who leads the Muslim community (umma), after the death of the Holy Prophet (S), is thus known as their Imam.

Like the Prophet himself, such an Imam is a guide for Muslims in all their affairs, religious and otherwise.

A leader of congregational prayers (Jama'at) is also called an Imam as he is a leader of the prayer. The word is also used for a widely recognized leader of Muslims such as Imam Khomeini.  However these are not part of the Imamat
The belief in Imamat as a root of religion however, refers only to the first type of Imam who is a successor of the Holy Prophet (S).
An Imam does not bring a new mission, nor does any new revelation come to him, but he carries on the religion founded by the Prophet (S).

Aqaid Chapter 6
Necessity of Imamat
Many people question the need of an Imam. If a Prophet has already brought all the laws required by human beings to obey their creator, what then is the need for more leaders?

Cannot the holy Qur'an and the traditions of the Prophet (s) be enough? To answer these and similar questions think of the following points;

THE NEED FOR A RELIGIOUS GUIDE:
Although human beings have been given their conscience to understand right from wrong, and then given heavenly books and Prophets to guide them, it is still possible that many people may stray from the right path.

To prevent this from happening, Allah sends leaders who continue to guide to the truth. This is a mercy of Allah and in Islamic terminology is known as Lutf.

Lutf is the grace of Allah through which mankind get more than just what is required, more perhaps than what they deserve. In His kindness Allah gives more so that human may benefit and get a better chance of remaining on the right path. An Imam is a Lutf of Allah to give human beings the advantage of continuous Divine guidance.

GUARDIAN OF THE RELIGION:
After the founder of a religion dies and leaves no authority to safeguard the religion, it is very easy for its purity to be lost. Over time as the religion passes through different times and environments and is followed by different people, it changes its original form.

Traditions and superstitions are added to it, and many of its teachings become forgotten or lost.

An Imam is the guardian of the religion and prevents any deviation, extremism, or addition of wrong beliefs. Thus the religion is always maintained in its original and authentic form. Any confusion or doubt can be settled by referring to the Imam. It is for this reason that Imam Ali (a) says in Nahjul Balagha, sermon 147:

The earth will never be empty of a person who has arisen with the proof of God, whether through appearing of being known or being hidden, so that the Divine proof and signs not be falsified.
POLITICAL AND SOCIAL LEADER:
For human beings to reach perfection they need to live in a just and progressive society. Such a society of Muslims is known as an Ummah or an Islamic nation.

The Islamic nation needs a leader who not only guides them in religious matters but also leads them socially and politically. It is necessary that a correct system rule over society so that the rights of everyone are maintained.

An Imam is a leader sent by Allah to prevent injustice and to supervise the organization of the society. He is the leader of the Ummah in all its affairs.

THE PROOF OF ALLAH AT ALL TIMES:
An Imam is a Hujjah from Allah over his creatures. Those who have gone astray cannot complain that there was no-one to guide them to the right path.

Human beings will use many excuses to avoid bearing the consequences of their actions, but Allah will produce His proofs to show them they have no reason to complain.

The guides were there but they did not follow them. At no time will the earth be empty of a guide from Allah. Even when in Ghaybat as in the present time, the Imam has his representatives who guide the people.

A CONNECTOR TO DIVINE GRACE:
An Imam connects the society to Allah through the Prophet (S) and through their high position with Allah. The existence of the Prophet (S) and Imams is compared to the existence of the heart in a body.

Just as the heart pumps blood and nurtures the rest of the body, the Divine guides are the cause of grace and mercy from Allah on society to nurture the progress of its poeple. By themselves they have no power, but because of their closeness to Allah the Imams are a source of blessings and mercy for the Ummah.

Aqaid Chapter 7
Differences between Imamah and Khilafah
After Rasulullāh (s) passed away, even before he was buried, some Muslims in Madina got together and chose Hazrat Abu Bakr as their own ruler. Hazrat Abu Bakr called himself the Khalifa of Rasulullāh (s). Khalifa means successor or someone who comes after another person.

Imām Ali (‘a) tried to remind people that he was their Imām and the Khalifa of Rasulullāh (s) but most of them refused to listen to him.

After 25 years, the people asked Imām Ali (‘a) to be their ruler and when he agreed, many people fought with him and finally Imām Ali (‘a) was struck with a poisoned sword in the month of Ramadan while he was fasting and praying in the Masjid of Kufa. This was less than four years after Imām Ali (‘a) was the ruler over the Muslims.

After Imām Ali (‘a), all the Aimmah from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) were denied their right to rule over the Muslims. Other people ruled and most of them were evil and cruel. They committed many sins and tortured the family of Rasulullāh (s), the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), poisoning or killing them.

It is important to know that Allāh appoints an Imām through Rasulullāh (s). So an Imām remains as the Imām and the spiritual leader, teacher and guide of Muslims and the protector of the Qur’ān even if the people don’t accept him as their ruler and they choose someone else as their ruler and call him the Khalifa.

In other words, even though people can appoint someone as a Khalifa or even if someone takes power by force and call himself the Khalifa of Rasulullāh (s), he can never be one of the twelve Imāms after Rasulullāh (s) that are chosen by Allāh. 

Just like Allāh chose who would be a Nabi or Rasul, similarly, only Allāh chose who would be an Imām. This has been true in the history of all human beings. Allāh chose Nabi Adam (‘a) as His Nabi. Even when a Nabi wanted someone else to be a Nabi, they had to ask Allāh first. For example, Nabi Musa (‘a) asked Allāh if his brother Nabi Harun (‘a) could be his assistant:

{وَاجْعَلْ لِي وَزِيرًا مِنْ أَهْلِي. هَارُونَ أَخِي}
Appoint for me a vizier from my family, Hārun, my brother.

- Surah Tā Hā, 20:29-30

And when Allāh made Nabi Ibrahim (‘a) an Imām, Nabi Ibrahim (‘a) asked if any of his descendants would also be an Imām. Allāh said:

{وَإِذْ ابْتَلَى إِبْرَاهِيمَ رَبُّهُ بِكَلِمَاتٍ فَأَتَمَّهُنَّ قَالَ إِنِّي جَاعِلُكَ لِلنَّاسِ إِمَامًا قَالَ وَمِنْ ذُرِّيَّتِي قَالَ لاَ يَنَالُ عَهْدِي الظَّالِمِينَ}
And when his Lord tested Abraham with certain words, and he fulfilled them, He said, ‘I am making you the Imām of mankind.’ Said he, ‘And from among my descendants?’ He said, ‘My pledge does not extend to the unjust.’

- Surah al-Baqarah, 2:124

This means only the just and good from the descendants of Nabi Ibrāhim (‘a) can be Imāms. Rasulullāh (s) and all the Imāms from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) are from the descendants of Nabi Ibrāhim (‘a).

Aqaid Chapter 8
Qualities of an Imam
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We believe that the Imams (A) are divinely appointed starting from the appointment of Imam Ali (A) at Ghadire Khum on the command of Allah. The order that Imam Ali (A) was appointed the guardian of the nation is in the verse of Wilayat.
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Abu Dhar recounts,

"Once, I was saying my prayers in the company of the Holy Prophet (S) when a beggar came to the mosque asking for some alms. Nobody gave him anything. Ali (A) was in the state of Ruku' and he pointed out his ring to the beggar, who approached him and removed the ring from his finger."

At this time the following verse was revealed:

"Verily your guardian (Wali) is Allah and His messenger (Muhammad) and those who believe and establish the prayer, and give charity (alms) while they are (in Ruku') bowing down."
(Al Maidah, 5:55)
When we say Aliyyun Waliyullah (Ali is the Wali of Allah) in our Adhan, it is based on this verse.

Although the Holy Prophet (S) had left the Holy Qur'an, there was a need for someone to continue to explain it and guide the people in their daily affairs. This is the role and the office to which the Imams (A) were appointed.

Just as the Prophets (A) were Ma'sum, so the Imams (A) of his Ahlul Bayt were also Ma'sum, and protected from any error by Allah Himself. The famous verse of Tathir is:
"Verily, Allah wishes to drive away all evils from you, O Ahlul Bayt, and cleanse you thoroughly."
(Al Ahzab, 33:33)
It is necessary that as intelligent, rational beings, Muslims should ask questions to seek the validity of their beliefs. It is not permitted to follow the beliefs of the forefathers without thinking. Imamat is a root of religion and needs to be understood before it is accepted. May the Almighty guide all those who seek the truth.

Aqaid Chapter 9
Qiyamah
Qiyamah is the belief in a Day of Judgement when every person will account for his actions in this world. On that Day he will be judged fairly and be rewarded for his good deeds and punished for his sins.
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On that day people who were oppressed in this world will receive justice and the oppressors who seemed strong in this world will be humbled and punished.

There was a Muslim man who began to drink alcohol. He used to do it secretly in his house. One day a small boy walked into his room and saw him. Now the man was terrified. Would the boy tell someone what he had seen? How would the man face his family and friends in the mosque? He could not sleep at nights as he worried about everybody finding out about his drinking.
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What a strange man! He was more scared of a little boy than of Allah. Allah sees all we do and there will be a day when we will have to account for all we have done. That will be the Day of Judgement.

With death, man's soul separates from his body. The body decomposes, but the soul lives on, starting a new phase in its existence. On the day of Judgement, Allah will raise the dead from their graves, and their bodies will be reformed and they will gather for a reckoning of their actions. Man will be his own witness and his limbs will bear witness to his deeds. Everything he ever did will be replayed in front of him, with not even a little detail missing. People will be terrified awaiting their fate.

The Holy Qur'an describes the scene as follows:
"And when the books (of the deeds of mankind) are spread. And when the heavens are stripped. And when Hell (Jahannam) is set ablaze. And when the garden (Jannat) is brought forward. (Then) every soul will know what it had sent forward." 
(At Takweer, 81:10-14)
Our whole life in this world is a preparation for the eternal life that will begin on that frightening day. Allah has shown to us clearly the path that leads to salvation - none of us can say that we were confused about what He wanted us to do. If we choose to obey His commands then eternal bliss awaits us. If we disobey, then eternal torment awaits us. The choice is ours.



Hell and Heaven are going to be a reflection of our intentions and actions in this world.

Aqaid Chapter 10
Effect of Belief in Qiyamat
For the human being who believes in God, a belief in the Day of Judgement is necessary because of the following reasons:

JUSTICE OF ALLAH:
Those who believe in Allah know that He is Just and fair to His creatures. He has sent down laws and has promised reward and punishment according to degrees of obedience or disobedience.

In this world we see that many people do not get the deserving consequences of their deeds. Many good people see difficulties and suffer misfortunes. Many evil tyrants like receive no punishment despite their horrendous crimes against humanity.

For all these people there must be a trial of justice, a time when every deed of theirs is judged and then rewarded or punished.

Thus belief in the Day of Judgment goes together with the belief in God and His justice. Allah says in the Holy Qur'an:
"Shall we treat the people of faith like the people of sin? What is the matter with you? How do you judge"?
(68:35-6)
 GIVES MEANING TO LIFE:
If a man believes that there is nothing after death, and that once his body has decayed he exists no more, life becomes quite meaningless.

What is the purpose of life in this world, when everyone is going to become non-existent?

For what are the daily struggles of life, the work and effort, the problems and challenges to be faced, if there is nothing after this life? A belief in the day of Judgment, and life after that, gives a purpose to life. It is something to look forward to, something to work for.

TRAINS AND MOULDS CHARACTER:
A belief in the day of Judgment is very effective in shaping the daily lives of people. Those who have faith that they will be judged one day, and rewarded or punished according to their deeds, will definitely have a better incentive to do good.

For those who do not believe in a Judgment by God, there is no motive to do well, or stay away from evil, except perhaps their own goodness. This alone is not strong enough to be a constant factor affecting their lives. It is like the fear of the police that keeps drivers from speeding when they see a police car.

Even though they know speeding is wrong, and can be dangerous, many drivers would speed unless they know they will be caught and fined.

Such is the knowledge of the Day of Judgment. Most people know it is evil to commit sins such as lying and stealing. The knowledge alone, however, is not enough to deter them. It is the awareness that they are being watched and will be judged for it which will prevent them from committing the sins.

The Judgment that will be carried out on a huge scale on the day of Judgment, with billions of human beings being judged on their entire lives, is also seen on a smaller scale inside the human being.

A part of the human soul known as the conscience or the nafs lawwamah (self-reproaching soul) is responsible for judging the human being immediately after he carries out an action.

When a good deed is done, feelings of satisfaction and joy are produced. This is a reward from the conscience.

After performing evil deeds, there is guilt and fear, regret and mental torture, as punishment for the self. All this is done very fast, and is not apparent to the others. A human being who listens to his conscience will achieve happiness and will try to more and more good deeds. But it is possible for the human being to ignore the conscience, and deaden it completely.

The greatness of this court of Judgment within the human being is understood when it is seen that the Holy Qur'an mentions it just after it mentions the Day of Judgement:

"I swear by the day of Judgment. And I swear by the self-reproaching soul. Does man think that We cannot gather his bones? Nay, We are able to put together in perfect order, the tips of his fingers".
(75:1-4)
 

Aqaid Chapter 11
Arguments against resurrection
Throughout the ages many people have opposed the belief in the resurrection of the human being after death. They have argued that it is not possible for God to give life to the human body after it has decayed and become part of earth in which it is buried.

The unbelievers mocked the Prophet (s) about resurrection:

"The disbelievers say (in ridicule), "Shall we point out to you a man who will tell you that when you are scattered to pieces in disintegration, you shall then be raised as a new creation?"
(34:7)
This argument against resurrection has been dealt with at length in the Qur'an. Three main answers have been given to prove that it is possible for Allah to resurrect the dead bodies.

THE FIRST CREATION:
Those people who cannot believe that Allah will give new life to the dead are reminded that it is Allah who created them in the beginning.

He initiated life, so why cannot He give new life? Is it not easier to re-create something which existed before, than to create something anew, which did not even exist before?

If Allah could do the seemingly difficult task of creating human being from nothing, why cannot He re-create them after death?

The following verses of Sura Yasin refer to the Arab who brought a rotten bone to the Holy Prophet (s), scattered its pieces in the air and then asked how Allah would give these scattered particles life again.

"Does man not see that We created him from the small life-germ? Then lo! He is an open disputant. And he strikes out a likeness for us, and forgets his own creation. Says he: Who will give life to the bones when they are rotten? Say: He will give life to them who brought them into existence at first, and He is aware of all creation".
(36:77-9)
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LIFE AND DEATH OF THE EARTH:
Every year we see that the earth dies in the winter. The trees lose their leaves, fruits and blossoms. The grass dies, and most flowers wither away. It is as though the land is dead.

When spring comes the earth comes back to life. The rain which falls upon the earth causes plant life to grow again. Buds begin to sprout, trees get leaves, flowers begin to appear and greenery covers the earth once more. Nature, which had been dead during the winter, begins to move and grow again.

This scene is repeated every year for us, to see and understand that the God who gives life, death and then life again to the earth can also do the same for the human being. Says Allah:
"It is God who sends forth the winds so that they rise up the clouds and we drive them to a land that is dead, and revive the earth after its death; such will be the resurrection".
(35:9)
AN EXAMPLE OF STORED ENERGY
Another answer for those who argue against resurrection is the example of fire. Allah says:
"He (will give you life again) who has made for you the fire from the green tree so that with it you may kindle (fire)".
(36:80)
We now know that green trees store the energy of light from the sun for many years. That stored energy comes out as fire when the wood is burned. The heat and light which is assumed as gone from the sun is actually stored and then given new life as fire. In just a moment of kindling the wood, life springs forth from it.

This is an example of how easy it is for God to bring back things to life.

Many answers have been given in the Qur'an to remove doubts about resurrection. It is a certain fact that human beings will be brought back to life, to be judged and then rewarded or punished.

Without that life in this world has no meaning. That is why the Qur'an emphasizes the belief in resurrection. As Allah says:
"Is not He who created the heavens and the earth able to create the like of it (again). Yes indeed! For He is the creator supreme".
(36:81)
Aqaid Chapter 12
Stages of the day of Judgement
No-one knows exactly when the day of Judgment will occur. It is a secret with Allah and is hidden from everyone else. There are many signs which will occur in the world to show that the Day of Judgment is close.

When the day occurs, many physical changes will occur in the world. Then the day will begin with the blowing of the trumpet. After that will be the different stages of the day of Judgment ending in either reward or punishment for the human being.

The day of Judgment will be a very long day. According to the Qur'an it will be: fifty thousand years of what you count.
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BLOWING OF THE TRUMPET BY ISRAFIL:
The sound of the trumpet will be the first stage of the day of Judgment. The angel Israfil will descend to the earth with a trumpet. He will blow on it once and all living beings on earth will die.

Israfil himself will then be ordered to die by Allah. At that time there will not be a single living creature in the universe. Allah will create a loud voice which will ask;
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"Whose is the kingdom today? There will be none to answer. Then Allah will say; (it is) of Allah, the One, the Subduer"
(40:16).
After that Allah will cause the second blowing of the trumpet which will cause everyone to come back to life.

The Holy Qur'an describes the blowing of the trumpet in Sura Az-Zumar:
"And the trumpet shall be blown, so all those that are in the heavens and all those that are on the earth shall swoon, except such as Allah pleases; then it shall be blown again, then lo! They shall stand up waiting".
(39:68)
And in Sura Yasin:
And they say; "When is this promise going to happen if you are truthful?" They wait not but for a single (terrible) cry which will seize them while they will be wrangling with each other . . .and the trumpet will be blown; then lo! They shall hasten from the graves to their Lord.
(36:48-50)
PHYSICAL OCCURRENCES IN THE WORLD.
Many verses of the Holy Qur'an describe graphically the changes that will take place on the earth at the time of the day of Judgement.

When the sun is covered
And when the stars darken
And when the mountains are made to pass away
And when the camels are left
And when the wild animals are made to go forth
And when the seas are set on fire
(81:1-6)
When the heaven bursts asunder . . .
And when the earth is stretched
And casts forth what is in it and becomes empty
(84:1&3-4)
MAHSHAR; THE GATHERING PLACE:
One of the physical occurrences on the Day of Judgment is a great earthquake. That earthquake will flatten the earth. All the mountains, valleys, hills and depressions etc. will disappear. The earth will become one flat piece of earth on which all the human beings will gather. This is known as the Mahshar, or the gathering place.

All human beings, from the time of Adam, will have been brought out from their resting places to gather here, awaiting their fates. Imam Ali (a) describes this gathering in Nahjul balagha, sermon no.82:
. . . until when the affairs come to a close, and the world is disintegrated, and the resurrection draws near, Allah will take them out from the corners of their graves, and the nests of birds, and the dens of beasts, and the dumps of death. (They will be) hastening towards His command, running towards the place fixed for their final return - - groups, quiet, standing, arrayed in rows.
They will be within sight of Allah; and all of them will hear the voice of the caller. On them will be the dress of helplessness and cover of submission and humiliation. (At that time) tricks and excuses will disappear, desires will be cut short, the hearts will be sinking silently, voices will be curbed down, and sweat will be like a rein (it will reach up to the mouth), and fear will increase. The ears will resound with the thundering voice of the announcer calling them towards the final Judgement.
RECEIVING THE BOOK OF DEEDS:
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Every human being has been assigned two angels who write down all the actions he performs. It is proof of the Kindness of Allah that when a person makes an intention of doing a good deed, it is written down immediately. When he actually does it, it is written down as ten good deeds. An evil deed however, is not written down until it is actually carried out. Then it is written down as only one evil deed. If he repents of that evil deed, it is erased from the book of deeds.

On the day of Judgment, this record of deeds will be given to the human being. He will see for himself every action that he carried out in this world. He will have no chance to lie, or make excuses, as everything will have been recorded. It will be said to him:

"Read your book. Your own self is enough as a reckoner against you".
(17:14)
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The people who will have done well in the world will receive their record of deeds in their right hands. These people will be very happy and proud of their records. They will turn to others in the group and ask them to see their records.

Those who have done evil deeds will receive it in their left hands, or from behind their backs. Such people will know that they are going to be sent to hell, and will have intense regret for their actions in the world.

BEARING WITNESS OF THE LIMBS OF THE HUMAN BEING:
Human beings will be desperate on the day of Judgment to escape the punishment of Allah. They will argue and even swear that the deeds recorded in their books were not performed by them.

To prove that they really carried out the actions recorded, Allah will cause their limbs to speak. Thus the hands, feet, etc. of the human being will bear witness as to their actions in the world. Allah says in the Holy Qur'an:
"On the day when their tongues, and their hands, and their feet will testify against them about their actions".
(24:24) and
This day We shall set a seal on their mouths, and their hands will speak to us, and their feet will bear witness to all that they did.
(36:65)
Many things of this world will also bear witness as to the deeds of the human beings. It is said in Hadith that places where human beings lived, or visited, and the night and day etc. will all bear witness. Some of these witnesses will testify to the good deeds done in them, while some will testify for the evil which was done.

MIZAN OR WEIGHING SCALE:
All Muslims believe that there will be some type of weighing scale on the Day of Judgement to weigh the deeds of man. Many verses of the Qur'an speak of the Mizan.
"We shall set up scales of justice for the Day of Judgement, so that not a soul will be dealt with unjustly in the least; and if there be (no more than) the weight of a mustard seed, We will bring it (to account)".
(21:47) and
"The balance that Day is true. So he, whose scales (of good deeds) will be heavy, will prosper. And he whose scales will be light will find them in loss".
(7:8-9)
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What type of weighing scale will there be on the Day of Judgement? There are three possibilities given by religious scholars:
1. Justice of Allah. That means that there will not be an actual physical scale, but that the justice of Allah will weigh the actions.

2. The Prophets and Imams. The people will be judged according to whether they followed the instructions of the Prophets and Imams or not. They will be judged in accordance to their belief or disbelief in them, and their level of obedience to their teachings.

3. Actual weighing scale. The third possibility is that the deeds be given some material form, and a scale set up to weigh them.

Whatever the actual form of the Mizan, it is enough for us to know that our deeds will be judged and balanced fairly.

SIRAAT OR THE PATH:
On the day of Judgement everyone will have to pass over a bridge across hell known as Siraat. Allah says in the Qur'an:
"And there is not one of you but shall come to it; this is an unavoidable decree. Then We shall save those who guarded themselves against evil, and We shall leave the wrong doers therein on their knees".
(19:71-2)
It has been narrated that on that Siraat there will be stations. Each station is named after a command of Allah.

When someone reaches the station called "Salaat" for example, he will be questioned about whether he had carried out the order of Salaat in the correct manner.

If he has failed to do so, he will be stopped there and will be punished, unless a good deed or the Mercy of Allah saves him. In this way he will pass from station to station. If he passes safely through all of them, he will reach Paradise.

THE FINAL DESTINATION:
After passing the Siraat the believers will reach Paradise. It has been described as a place which has blessings that no eyes have seen, no ears have heard, and no minds have imagined. Allah says in the Qur'an:
"No person knows what delights of the eye are kept hidden for them - as a reward for their good deeds".
(32:17)
Some Islamic scholars compare the difference between this world and the Hereafter, with the difference between the world of the fetus and this world. A fetus in the womb of its mother knows only the darkness and smallness of the womb. It cannot imagine the world outside, with its vast lands and seas, its beautiful flowers and fruits, movement of the sun and moon etc. All these things, so normal for us, are too large to be comprehended by the fetus. Limitations in language and imagery exist between different worlds.

Such is the case for human beings regarding the next world. It is impossible to imagine it because of the limitations of this world.

Hell is a place of punishment and disgrace. It is our belief that sinful believers will remain in hell only for the time required to pay for their sins. Eventually they will come out of it and go to Paradise.

Some people will enjoy all the physical pleasures of Paradise. Others however, will enjoy the bliss of having earned the pleasure of Allah, and being with His chosen servants.

In the same some people will suffer the physical discomforts of Hell, while others will be tormented by knowing that Allah is displeased with them, and being away from Him.

Pleasures and tortures of people will vary according to their spiritual rank.
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Aqaid Chapter 13
Some Important Points
SHAFA'AT:
On the day of Judgment the Prophets (A) and Imams (A) will be given the right to intercede on behalf of the sinful believers.

They will ask Allah to forgive the person they are interceding for, and lead the person to Paradise. Shafa'at or the power of intercession is a special privilege given by Allah, and He says in the Qur'an:
"Who is there that can intercede in His presence except by His permission"?
(2:255)
Believers with whom Allah is pleased will also be given the power to intercede for other sinful believers. This will save many people from hell.

HONORING OF THE HOLY PROPHET (S) AND THE AHLUL BAYT;
The Holy Prophet (S) will receive special honor in front of billions of human beings on the day of Judgment. This will be to show the people his elevated position with Allah as the most beloved of His creatures.

It has been narrated that a special pulpit of precious jewels and stones will be made for the Prophet (S). This is known as Wasilah. He will proceed towards the pulpit wearing a robe of light and a crown of jewels.

Imam Ali (A) will be behind him carrying the Liwa-ul-Hamd, a standard in which the Kalima will be written. Once the Prophet will be seated, it will be announced that this is the beloved of Allah.

The Prophet will also be given the Hawdh of Kauthar. This literally means a well, and is referred to in Sura al-Kauthar when Allah says;
"Surely We have given you the Kauthar".
(108:1).
It is our belief that on the Day of Judgement Imam Ali (a) will be kept in charge of Kauthar, and that he will let the believers drink from it.

Since it will be very hot on the day of Judgement, people will be very thirsty. Only the fortunate ones, however, will be able to get a refreshing drink from Kauthar

M09
AQA- 26
v4.02

