Aqaid Chapter 1

AN INTRODUCTION TO AQAID – TAWHEED

Aqaid means our basic beliefs as Muslims. It is sometimes called Usule Deen (Roots of religion).

We have to ponder over and understand our Aqaid at individual levels. Although you will hear and read about what the beliefs should be, until you accept them yourself, you will not have faith ('Iman), although you may be a Muslim. That is why there is no Taqlid in matters of Aqaid. Once you accept the Usule Deen, you may then do Taqlid of a Mujtahid in matters of Furue Deen. At that point the rules of Shariah will be easier to understand and obey. Just like a tree, if the roots are strong, the branches will be strong also.

Our Aqaid as Shia Ithna'asheris are five; Tawheed, Adalat, Nabuwwah, Imamah and Qiyamah. In the next few lectures, we will attempt very briefly to discuss these beliefs.

TAWHEED - BELIEF IN THE UNITY OF ALLAH 

BELIEF IN A ONE GOD 

Tawheed refers to the belief in One Unique God. Suratul Ikhlas teaches us that there is One God, Who is Self-reliant, He was not born and did not have offspring, and there is no being like Him.

The first step to understanding Tawheed is to accept that God exists. There are many proofs to ponder over - we will discuss only a few. 

Evidence in Creation

The perfect harmony of creation around us points to the existence of a Creator. Can such beautiful, original and perfect creations, from single-celled amoeba to the complex brain of man, have evolved by chance?

 

One day, the Prophet (S) and some of his companions were going out. On the way they saw an old woman working at a spinning-wheel and heard her praising Allah for His bounties. 

The Prophet (S) went up to her and enquired about her health.

Then he said to her: 

"Your faith in Allah is good to see. Would you tell me what made you believe in Allah ?"

On hearing this, the woman stopped working on the spinning-wheel, thought for a while and then replied: 

"O Prophet of Allah ! You see this spinning-wheel. As long as I don't move it, it can't spin. When this happens with such an ordinary thing, how can it be possible that such a big universe should work so well without a driving force? There must be someone to run it. One who must be controlling every detail. That can only be Allah, who is the Creator and the Master of Everything ! "

The Prophet (S) was very pleased with the old woman's reply. He told his companions:  

"Just see how this old lady has come to know about Allah in such a fine and simple way. Your faith in Allah should also be firm like hers."

Imam Ali (A) has said,

"The footprints of a camel and the dung of a donkey give a clue that the camel and donkey have passed, despite the fact that you cannot see them - then what of all creation?"

Imam's (A) example shows that the existence of the Creator cannot be denied just because we do not see Him - His creations point to His existence.

Evidence in Man's own Instinct 

Belief in God is a natural instinct. An atheist asked Imam Ja'far as-Sadiq (A) to convince him about the existence of God. 

The man was a sailor, so Imam (A) asked him, 

"Have you ever been caught in a fierce storm in the middle of the sea with your sails torn away while you try desperately to keep afloat?" 

The answer was "Yes". 

Then Imam (A) asked, "and perhaps even that the boat went down leaving you exhausted and helpless in the mercy of the raging waves?" 

The answer was again "Yes". 

Then the Imam (A) asked. "Was not there in all that black despair a glimmer of hope in your heart that some power could still help you?" 

When he agreed, Imam (A) said ,"That power is God." 

The atheist was intelligent and recognised the truth.

Evidence from Logic 

Everything occurs due to a cause - there is cause and effect. Bertrand Russell once said that he would believe in God, if only he understood who had caused God to come into existence.

Although the discussion about this is a bit complicated, part of it is simplified here. We believe that the existence of an ultimate Cause is necessary, otherwise if we imagine a being that created God, we can ask who created that being? 

We can see that this argument is endless. However, what we cannot deny is the effect of that ultimate Cause, which is the abundant glory of creation we see around us. It therefore follows that there has to be a Cause that has not been an effect of anything else and that Ultimate Cause is Allah.

Once we accept that God exists, we have to try to understand the nature of His existence. 

a. He is One 
Imam Ja'far as-Sadiq (A) once argued about this saying that there could only be one because: If there were two, one would be stronger, the other weaker - therefore the weaker one could not be God, who is the Most Powerful. If both were equal, what was the need for the second one?

A man once said to Imam Ali ar-Ridha (A) that he believed there were two gods. Imam (A) said that as to the existence of the first one, he agreed with the man, but the burden was on the man to prove the existence of the second god!

b. His Attributes 

All perfect attributes belong to Him alone. He is the Most Powerful, the Most Knowledgeable, the Most Wise, the Most Merciful, and the Most Honourable.

Allah says in the Holy Qur'an: 

"And Allah's are the best names, so call on Him by them….(al Araf, 7:180) 
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AN INTRODUCTION TO AQAID – ADALAH

Adalah literally means Justice or Equity, that is to keep everything in its proper place. The opposite of this word is Dhulm (to put a thing in a wrong place).

Frequently people think that Justice of Allah is the same meaning as the justice we expect in courts of law etc. And if a problem befalls a man, he says Allah has been unjust to him. Allah says in the Holy Qur'an: 

"Allah bears witness that there is no God but Him, and so do the angels and possessors of knowledge - (He) is firm, upholding justice…" (Ali Imran, 3:18)

"And Allah does not wish injustice to mankind" (Ali Imran, 3:170)

It is our belief that because a certain work is good that Allah commands us to do it and because the other action is evil, He orders us not to do it. On the other hand our Sunni brothers believe that there is nothing like good and evil but whatever Allah commands becomes good and whatever Allah forbids becomes evil.

It is a fundamental attribute of Allah that he can do no wrong or evil. All His actions are in accordance with Adalah and injustice can never be found in his actions as it is below His dignity. 

The following story will make you understand better how Allah is ‘Adil (Just)

In a town lived a doctor, a baker and a robber. In the morning, they all prayed to Allah to increase His blessings to them. 

That day, the robber was planning to rob the baker. Instead he fell ill and had to go to the doctor. The baker did not make much money at all that day, because it rained and all his customers stayed at home. 

Now let us study this story.

The robber fell ill - so it seems that he was treated unfairly by Allah.

The doctor got an extra patient (the robber!) so it seems he was treated fairly by Allah.

The baker lost business due to the rain so it seems he was treated unfairly by Allah.

So was Allah Just to all of them? 

We see that fairness and unfairness does not describe Adaalat fully. To understand it we must realise that Allah keeps a balance between the needs of all His creatures.

Now let us study the story again

The doctor did get blessings from Allah because he got an extra patient.

The robber did get blessings from Allah because his illness saved him from the sin of stealing.

The baker did get blessings from Allah because even though he did not do much business, he was not robbed.

So we see that Adaalat means that Allah keeps a balance between the needs of all His creatures.

Any person who commits injustice does so because of one of the following reasons:- 

1. He does not know that it is wrong. (but Allah is All-Knowledge). 

2. He needs something which cannot be obtained without wrong actions. (but Allah has no need).

3. He is forced by someone else to commit that wrong. (But Allah is All-Powerful and nobody can compel Him to do anything). 

Thus logically Allah cannot be unjust

Lutf

It is a common belief that if a person can do some good to another person without any harm coming to himself or any other person, and he does not do it, it would be against virtue. Therefore, if Allah can do anything beneficial to His creatures and supposing He does not do it, it will be against the virtue of Allah. 'Lutf' is that action on the part of Allah which would help His creatures in His obedience and assist their moral correction.

The Shia ithna-asheri faith believes 'Lutf' (Grace) is morally incumbent on Allah (necessary quality). On the other hand Sunnis believe that just like 'Adalah' is not necessary for Allah, 'Lutf' is not incumbent on Allah. A common example given by them is, if Allah sends good and pious persons to hell and Shaitan to heaven, it is quite right. We know that Allah created us to acquire virtue but how are we to know what is virtue and what is evil? Can we rely on our intellect and instinct to tell us what is right and what is wrong?

The sending of Shariah (rules and Islamic laws) and sending the Prophets and Imams to guide us as well as appointing a Day of Judgement are the examples of 'Lutf' by Allah.

Tests and Difficulties

Allah has established a system of tests so that we may see how we stand up to these and understand the judgement of Allah on us. Tests will be held for all persons, believers and non-believers.

The are 2 main categories of tests. 

First is the everyday test of rules of Shariah and articles of faith. To pass this test man has to sincerely believe in the true religion and obey its rules faithfully.

The second type of test is the harder one, and that is by suffering. This includes test by fear, hunger, loss of wealth and lives. Also accidents, floods, earthquakes, fire, robbery, famine and disease are all the things that have considerable effect on our lives. We are tested to see how we react to them. Does our faith remain unshaken? Were we patient and faced these with fortitude and courage? Our eternal happiness depends upon these tests.

Do we have free will?

Our belief is that man acts of his own accord and Allah has not pre-arranged all man's actions, although what everyone will do is in His knowledge. If we were not free, there would be no purpose to the creation of hell and heaven.

There are some actions or aspects of life which are not in our control and on the other hand we are given control and power over other actions by Allah. A question arises in our minds. 'At what point are we free?'.

Replying to this Imam Musa al-Kazim (A) said, "A man acquires that ability when 4 conditions are fulfilled:

1. When there is nothing to hinder his plans.

2. When there is nothing to hinder his health.

3. Faculties (needed for that work) are up to the required standard.

4. Allah provides him the occasion for that work.

When all these conditions are fulfilled a man acts according to his own free will.

In summary, we believe that Allah has given us the choice of actions after having guided us and he will act with us perfectly justly depending on our actions.
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AN INTRODUCTION TO AQAID – NABUWWAH

Nabuwwah is the belief in the Prophets (A) sent down by Allah to guide mankind to the right path. There were 124000 Prophets (A) and the last of them was our Holy Prophet (S). The message and mission of every Prophet (A) was the same. 

The Holy Qur'an says: 

"And indeed We raised in every nation an apostle preaching, 'Worship Allah and avoid every kind of idol'.."

(an Nahl, 16:36)

If Allah had just created man but not made provision to guide him, then they would not have been able to worship Him in the correct manner, nor would they know what was expected from them.

Allah chose men at various times to convey His message to the people. These were Prophets (A), and they received revelation from Allah through His angels and through dreams. Since they were also human, they could then go and guide their communities and be role models for them.

Our belief is that all the Prophets (A) were Ma'sum (free from sin and error) and that this was a Divine protection for them. We believe in all the Prophets (A) of Allah and respect all of them. 

The Holy Qur'an says: 

"Say: We believe in Allah and in that which has been sent down to us, and in that which was sent down to Ibrahim and Isma'il and Ishaq and Ya'qub and the tribes, and in that which was given to Musa and Isa and in that which was given to the Prophets from their Lord. We make no distinction between any of them, and to Him do we submit."

(al Baqarah, 2:136)

 

The other essential quality of the Prophets (A) apart from being Ma'sum was that they could display miracles to support their claim to prophethood. By Allah's permission, they did things which the people were unable to do. The miracles that Allah gave them were designed to have the greatest impact on the people. 

What is Mu’jizah?

Mu’jizah means that which disables or that which people are not able to do. In Islamic terminology, Mu’jizah means such an act which people are unable to do and Allah (s.w.t.) shows it in the hands of Prophets and Imams, to prove Prophethood of the particular Prophets and Imamat of the Imams.

Such Mu’jizah may appear:

· before or after the birth of the Prophet or Imam concerned.  

· during his childhood.

· after his attaining maturity.

· before declaration of his Nabuwat or Imamat.

· after declaration or just at the time of it.

· in his life time or after his death.

· either on his body or on something which is connected to him like his clothing.

It does not matter whether that Mu’jizah appears to be his own or by the Action of Allah (s.w.t.).

In all the above conditions, the action which proves the truth of the claim of Nabuwat or Imamat is called Mu’jizah.

The Prophets were given miracles as their credentials. Miracles are performances which are not impossible but are actions which cannot be done without apparatus, medicine or practice, BUT the Prophets and Imams performed them without any practice or machinery.

Amongst the Prophets who performed miracles are:

Prophet Musa (a.s.): his staff changed into a serpent, when he put his hand under his armpit it gave out a light and he spoke directly to Allah (s.w.t.). Tawrat was revealed to him.

Allah (s.w.t.) says in the Holy Qur’an:

“…… We sent Musa with our miracles to Firaun and his people, but they too rejected our miracles….. I have brought my miracles from your Lord….”          (7:103-105)

“So he cast down his staff and lo! It suddenly became an obvious serpent and he drew forth his hand, and lo! It appeared white to the onlookers.”           (26:32-33)

Prophet Ibrahim (a.s.): When Namrud had him thrown into the fire, he did not get burnt.

Allah (s.w.t.) says in the Holy Qur’an:

“They said: ‘Burn him to ashes if you want to help your god’. We said to the fire: ‘Be cool and peaceful with Ibrahim.” 

(21:68-69)

Prophet Ismail (a.s.): When he was left with his mother in Mecca and she was desperately looking for water for him, a stream of water, known to us today as Zam Zam, appeared at his feet. Also when in a dream Allah (s.w.t.) asked Prophet Ibrahim (a.s.) to sacrifice his son, Prophet Ismail (a.s.) agreed and an animal was slaughtered instead.

Prophet Dawood (a.s.): he could bend iron with his bare hands and he could shape it in any way he liked. Zabur was revealed to him.

Allah (s.w.t.) says in the Holy Qur’an:

“…….. and softened iron for him…”  (34:10)

Prophet Sulaiman (a.s.): he could speak the language of the birds and ants.

Allah (s.w.t.) says in the Holy Qur’an:

“….. people, we have been taught the language of the birds..”

(27:16)

Prophet Isa (a.s.): he was born without a father to Bibi Maryam (a.s.). Injil was revealed to him. He could raise the dead to life again under the command and will of Allah (s.w.t.), he could restore the eyesight of the blind and cure lepers.

Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w.w.): he rose to the Heavens on Me’raj, how he left the house when it had been surrounded by the disbelievers of the tribe of Quraish and the spider’s web outside  the cave of Thaur with the bird’s nest inside whilst the Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) was inside, he has very many miracles but his greatest LIVING MIRACLE is the HOLY QUR’AN.
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AN INTRODUCTION TO AQAID – IMAMAH

Imamah is the belief in the 12 Holy Imams (A) who were the inheritors of the Holy Prophet (S) and who were his Caliphs (successors).

These are:

1. Imam Ali (S)

2. Imam Hassan (S)

3. Imam Hussein (S)

4. Imam Zainul Abideen (S)

5. Imam Mohammed Baqir (S)

6. Imam Jaffer Sadiq (S)

7. Imam Muse Kadhim (S)

8. Imam Ali Reza (S)

9. Imam Mohammed Taqi (S)

10. Imam Aliyun Naqi (S)

11. Imam Hassan Askari (S)

12. Imam Muhammad Mehdi Sahebuzzamaan(S)

Why do we need Imams?

To answer this, let us study this story.

One day a man made a very clever machine. Many people found the machine useful and used it all the time. 

Before he died, the man taught his student how to fix the machine if it ever got spoilt. After his death, whenever the people had any questions about their machines, they would go to the student, and he would always answer their questions.

Answer to ‘Why do we need Imams?’
Although the Prophet (S) had brought all the laws of Islam, after his death there needed to be someone who could answer the peoples’ questions. These were the Imams(A), who were chosen by Allah to carry on with the Prophet’s (S) work.
We believe that the Imams (A) are divinely appointed starting from the appointment of Imam Ali (A) at Ghadire Khum on the command of Allah. The order that Imam Ali (A) was appointed the guardian of the nation is in the verse of Wilayat. 

Abu Dhar recounts, 

"Once, I was saying my prayers in the company of the Holy Prophet (S) when a beggar came to the mosque asking for some alms. Nobody gave him anything. Ali (A) was in the state of Ruku' and he pointed out his ring to the beggar, who approached him and removed the ring from his finger." 

At this time the following verse was revealed: 

“Verily your guardian (Wali) is Allah and His messenger (Muhammad) and those who believe and establish the prayer, and give charity (alms) while they are (in Ruku') bowing down.” (al Maidah, 5:55)

When we say Aliyyun Waliyullah (Ali is the Wali of Allah) in our Adhan, it is based on this verse.

Although the Holy Prophet (S) had left the Holy Qur'an, there was a need for someone to continue to explain it and guide the people in their daily affairs. This is the role and the office to which the Imams (A) were appointed.

Just as the Prophets (A) were Ma'sum, so the Imams (A) of his Ahlul Bayt were also Ma'sum, and protected from any error by Allah Himself. The famous verse of Tathir is: 

“Verily, Allah wishes to drive away all evils from you, O Ahlul Bayt, and cleanse you thoroughly.” (al Ahzab, 33:33)

Some Muslims argue that even though Imam Ali (A) had a high status in the eyes of Allah and His Prophet (S), nevertheless, he was not the first Caliph, but the fourth. They quote from the Holy Qur'an that the Caliph in power must be obeyed and respected: 

“O you who believe! Obey Allah, and obey the Messenger and those of you who are in authority (Ulul Amr); ..." (an Nisa, 4:59)

This verse says that we should obey those in authority. The Shia ask, 

"Yes, but who are these 'Ulul Amr'?" The answer can be found in Qur'an if we look for the verses where Allah has talked about the ones we should not obey: 

“So submit patiently to thy Lord's command, and obey not of them any guilty one or disbeliever. “(ad Dahr, 76:24)

The same word for "obey" has been used in both verses, therefore the "Ulul Amr" must not be a sinner or a disbeliever - he must me Ma'sum. Now from the verse of Tatheer, we know that the only person after the Holy Prophet (S) who fitted the description of being Ma'sum and deserving of being "Ulul Amr" was Imam Ali (A).
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AN INTRODUCTION TO AQAID – QIYAMAH

Qiyamah is the belief in a Day of Judgement when every person will account for his actions in this world. On that Day he will be judged fairly and be rewarded for his good deeds and punished for his sins.

On that day people who were oppressed in this world will receive justice and the oppressors who seemed strong in this world will be humbled and punished.

There was a Muslim man who began to drink alcohol. He used to do it secretly in his house. One day a small boy walked into his room and saw him. Now the man was terrified. Would the boy tell someone what he had seen? How would the man face his family and friends in the mosque? He could not sleep at nights as he worried about everybody finding out about his drinking.

What a strange man! He was more scared of a little boy than of Allah. Allah sees all we do and there will be a day when we will have to account for all we have done. That will be the Day of Judgement.

With death, man's soul separates from his body. The body decomposes, but the soul lives on, starting a new phase in its existence. On the day of Judgement, Allah will raise the dead from their graves, and there bodies will be reformed and they will gather for a reckoning of their actions. Man will be his own witness and his limbs will bear witness to his deeds. Everything he ever did will be replayed in front of him, with not even a little detail missing. People will be terrified awaiting their fate. 

The Holy Qur'an describes the scene as follows: 

“And when the books (of the deeds of mankind) are spread. And when the heavens are stripped. And when Hell (Jahannam) is set ablaze. And when the garden (Jannat) is brought forward. (Then) every soul will know what it had sent forward.”(at Takweer, 81:10-14)

Our whole life in this world is a preparation for the eternal life that will begin on that frightening day. Allah has shown to us clearly the path that leads to salvation - none of us can say that we were confused about what He wanted us to do. If we choose to obey His commands then eternal bliss awaits us. If we disobey, then eternal torment awaits us. The choice is ours.
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