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Aqaid means our basic beliefs as Muslims. It is sometimes called Usool-e-deen (Roots of religion).

Before believing in any of the roots of religion, it is necessary for a believer to have strong faith in the existence of a God. It is not enough to believe in God because it is what most people do, or it is what has always been taught and believed by those around us. Each human being has to know for himself/herself the reasons behind the belief in God.

We have to ponder over and understand our Aqaid at individual levels. Although you will hear and read about what the beliefs should be, until you accept them yourself, you will not have faith ('Iman), although you may be a Muslim. That is why there is no Taqlid in matters of Aqaid. Once you accept the Usool-e-deen, you may then do Taqlid of a Mujtahid in matters of Furoo-e-deen. At that point the rules of Shariah will be easier to understand and obey. Just like a tree, if the roots are strong, the branches will be strong also.

Our Aqaid as Shia Ithna'Asheris are five;
1. Tawheed,
2. Adalah
3. Nabuwwah,
4. Imamah and
5. Qiyamah.
In the next few lessons, we will attempt very briefly to discuss these beliefs.

TAWHEED - BELIEF IN THE UNITY OF ALLAH
[image: image12.png]Dead Tree

Weak Roots



BELIEF IN A ONE GOD:
Tawheed refers to the belief in One Unique God.

Suratul Ikhlaas teaches us that:
· there is One God,

· Who is Self-reliant,

· He was not born and did not have offspring, and

· there is no being like Him.

The first step to understanding Tawheed is to accept that God exists. There are many proofs to ponder over - we will discuss only a few.

Aqaid Chapter 2
Evidence in Creation
The perfect harmony of creation around us points to the existence of a Creator. Can such beautiful, original and perfect creations, from single-celled amoeba to the complex brain of man, have evolved by chance?
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Our Holy Prophet Muhammad (S) was once walking with his companions when he saw an old lady working at a spinning wheel.

Whilst she was working she was praising Allah for all that He had given her.

Our Prophet (S) greeted her and asked her, "Your faith is admirable; will you tell me what made you believe in Allah?"

The woman answered, "O Messenger of Allah! If I do not move my spinning wheel,
it does not spin.

If a simple thing like my spinning wheel cannot turn without help how is it possible that the whole universe can operate so efficiently without a driving force.

There must be a Great one running it. A Great Being who controls every atom. The Great One can only be Allah, Who is the Creator and Master of everything."

The Prophet (S) was very pleased with the old woman's reply.
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Turning to his companions he said, "See how this old lady came to know about Allah through such a fine and simple way. Your faith in Allah should also be as firm as hers."
 Imam Ali (A) has said,
"The footprints of a camel and the dung of a donkey give a clue that the camel and donkey have passed, despite the fact that you cannot see them - then what of all creation?"
 Imam's (A) example shows that the existence of the Creator cannot be denied just because we do not see Him - His creations point to His existence.



Do Barbers Exist?

One day a man went to a barber’s shop to have his hair cut and his beard trimmed as always. He began to talk to the barber and somehow they began talking about religion and God.

‘Look man,’ said the barber, ‘I don't believe that God exists.’ ‘Why is that?’ asked the man and the barber said, ‘Well, it's so easy. You just have to go out into the streets and look to realize that God does not exist. Tell me, if God exists, would there be so many sick people? Would there be abandoned children? If God exists, there would be no suffering or pain. I can't think of loving a God who allows all of these things.’

The man thought for a moment but he did not respond immediately because he did not want to start an argument. When the barber finished cutting his hair and trimming his beard, the man paid him and left the shop. 

Just after he left the barber shop, he saw a man in the street with long hair and a beard. It was very untidy and a long time since he had his hair cut. He looked dirty and unkempt.

The customer rushed back into the barber shop again and said to the barber, ‘Guess what? Barbers don’t exist!’

‘How can you say they don't exist?’ asked the surprised barber, ‘I am here and I am a barber. Why I just worked on you?!’

‘No!’ the customer exclaimed. ‘Barbers don't exist, because if they did there would be no people with long, dirty hair and beards like that man who is outside.’

‘Ah!’ said the barber, ‘you are wrong. Barbers do exist. What happens is that people do not come to me so I can help them.’

‘Exactly!’ said the man. ‘That's the point! God does exist. What happens is that people refuse to go to Him and do not look for Him. They pretend they are independent and do not need Him; and when they suffer, instead of going to Him they turn away from Him and insist He does not exist!’
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Aqaid Chapter 3
Evidence in Man’s Own Instinct
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Belief in God is a natural instinct. An atheist asked Imam Ja'far as-Sadiq (A) to convince him about the existence of God.

The man was a sailor, so Imam (A) asked him,

"Have you ever been caught in a fierce storm in the middle of the sea with your sails torn away while you try desperately to keep afloat?"

The answer was "Yes".

Then Imam (A) asked, "and perhaps even that the boat went down leaving you exhausted and helpless in the mercy of the raging waves?"

The answer was again "Yes".

Then the Imam (A) asked. "Was not there in all that black despair a glimmer of hope in your heart that some power could still help you?"

When he agreed, Imam (A) said, "That power is God."

The atheist was intelligent and recognized the truth.

Question:  If the belief in God is inborn, why are there many human beings who do not believe in God? Is the instinct not present in them?

Answer:  Even though Allah places the instinct in the human being, people can sometimes choose to suppress the instinct, or ignore it and until it fades away.

Take the example of the mother's love for her child. We are all aware of the existence of such an instinct, and have seen it around us many times. Yet we have also heard of the cases, although rare, when mothers have killed their own children. A recent happening in America illustrates this point very clearly, when a young woman drowned her two baby boys in a lake. Did she not have a mother's instinct to love and protect her children? She did, but other factors affected her so much that she went against her instincts and destroyed her babies. That the case attracted so much outrage is an indication that it was a most unnatural thing to do.

Although the instinct in belief in God is there in human beings, they suppress it to reject the belief in a Creator. Reasons for doing this include; running away from responsibility which faith would bring.

Instinct in God strongest at certain times
Although the instinctive belief in God is always there, it is strongest at two times:

1. In difficulties &
2. At the moment of death
 
IN DIFFICULTIES:

When a human being faces a problem, and is going through a hard time, the instinctive belief in God becomes very strong. Even those who have not bothered much about the belief in God, will turn to Him in times of grief or fear.

At such times, just as in the story on the previous page, they know that the only being who can help them is the God.

In this way difficulties are sometimes actually blessings, because they turn a person towards God. If human beings were always happy, and experienced no hardships, they would turn away from God.
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AT THE MOMENT OF DEATH:

When a person knows that s/he is dying, the instinct in God is extremely strong. Even if s/he had rejected faith in God throughout life, at such a time s/he would affirm faith in God.

The Qur'an tells us in Sura Yunus about Firawn that "when drowning overtook him, he said: I believe that there is no god but He, in whom the children of Israel believe, and I am of the Muslims". (10:90)
Of course it was too late for him. At the time of death no affirmations or repentances are accepted.

Even pondering over the death of someone else can make the instinct in belief in God strong. In Suratul Waqia Allah tells the people who are surrounding a dying person:
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Why then do you not (do something) when the soul reaches the throat
And you are at that time looking on.
And we are nearer to him, but you see not.
Why then, if you are not going to be returned to Us,
Send it (the soul) back, if you are truthful? (56:83-7)
 

Aqaid Chapter 4
Evidence from Logic
Everything occurs due to a cause - there is cause and effect. Bertrand Russell once said that he would believe in God, if only he understood who had caused God to come into existence.

Although the discussion about this is a bit complicated, part of it is simplified here. We believe that the existence of an ultimate CAUSE is necessary otherwise if we imagine a being that created God, we can ask who created that being?

We can see that this argument is endless. However, what we cannot deny is the effect of that ultimate Cause, which is the abundant glory of creation we see around us. It therefore follows that there has to be a Cause that has not been an effect of anything else and that Ultimate Cause is Allah.

Aqaid Chapter 5
Nature of Existence
Once we accept that God exists, we have to try to understand the nature of His existence.
a. He is One:
Imam Ja'far as-Sadiq (A) once argued about this saying that there could only be one because: If there were two, one would be stronger, the other weaker - therefore the weaker one could not be God, who is the Most Powerful. If both were equal, what was the need for the second one?

A man once said to Imam Ali ar-Ridha (A) that he believed there were two gods. Imam (A) said that as to the existence of the first one, he agreed with the man, but the burden was on the man to prove the existence of the second god!

b. His Attributes:
All perfect attributes belong to Him alone. He is the Most Powerful, the Most Knowledgeable, the Most Wise, the Most Merciful, and the Most Honorable.

Allah says in the Holy Qur'an:
"And Allah's are the best names, so call on Him by them....
(Al Araf, 7:180)
The actual attributes of Allah are three:
· Hayy (Ever living)

· Ãlim (All knowledgeable)

· Qadir (Power over everything)

All other attributes are branches of these three. The meaning of sifaat is to negate the opposite as Imam Ali (A.S.) says in his sermon – We are asserting the subutiya to negate the opposite. E.g. When I say He is Aalim, I am saying He is not Jaahil (ignorant)
The attributes of Allah cannot be separated from Him. e.g. 'Ãlim – The one who is knowledgeable. Whilst a human being acquires knowledge and is still a human being even without knowledge, Allah is knowledge itself.

We try to understand Him through His Names but He is far superior to the names. Whatever one thinks of Allah, He is not that. We must therefore think of Allah in terms of His attributes which are termed as Asmaa ul husnaa (the most beautiful names).

c. The Wonders of Creation:
The outer way of knowing God is throughout the world around us.

We first question who has created life. Then we ponder over the wonderful way in which everything has been created. If we see there is beauty, order, wisdom, knowledge etc. in the creation of things, we know that the being that created them also has these qualities.

Aqaid Chapter 6
Wonders of His Creation
IMAM JA'FAR AS-SADIQ (A) TALKS TO AN ATHEIST:
Once an atheist came to the 6th Imam (A) and asked him to help him believe in God. Imam (A) asked him to take a seat.
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There arrived a child with an egg in his hand. Imam took the egg from him and said to the atheist: " Here is a mysterious fortress enclosed within a hard shell, underneath which is a fine wrapping which covers molten silver (the albumen) and some molten gold (the yolk). The molten gold does not mix with the molten silver (although both are semi-fluid and should mix when shaken). They retain their separate states. No artist comes out of it to say that he has made any changes. . . nor is it known whether it is designed to produce a male or female. Birds of various colors  issue there from.
Do you think it has a designer?
Who has painted all this inside it? And
How did the chick come about?
Who designed all these various shades, the feathers, the limbs, the feet, the beak, the wings, the eyes, the ears, the nose, the bowels, the crop, the joints etc seeing that no-one entered it?"
The atheist was amazed and had no answer!

WISDOM IN THE ANIMAL LIFE:
Animal wisdom is a wonderful sign which shows the existence of a wise Creator. The workings of many animals who work instinctively, is a brilliant testimony to the wisdom of God.
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THE BEE:
Scientists have discovered that the bee hive is a large amazing centre where a great and vital effort occurs. In one "honey town", there are about 120,000 firm hexagonal houses built by the architect bees. At the centre of these houses is the royal palace that is the seat of the queen bee who produces two million infants a year. Around the palace stand splendid buildings, the residences of the princesses. There are special houses for the care of infant bees. Wide streets have been built in every direction, and air-conditioning can also be seen in the hives. All the bees work together, in various capacities such as guards, workers, engineers, cleaners etc. to produce honey, to train the next generation, and to continue life. They do not stop until they die.
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THE SALMON:
The salmon is another good example of animal wisdom. The young salmon spends years at sea, then comes back to his own river, and travels up the very side of the river from which flows the tributary where he was born. If he is removed from that tributary, he will at once change his direction and go back to the main stream to return to his own tributary.
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THE EELS:
Even more amazing are the eels. The eels migrate at maturity from all ponds and rivers, to the deep waters of the Bermuda. There they breed and die.

The little ones, with no-one to guide them, find their way back to the same rivers and ponds from where their parents came. Eels from Europe return to Europe, while those from America go back to America, although the babies of both types of eels were born in the Bermuda. Added to all that, the European eel who has travel more than the American eel, is slower to mature so that it is not too old by the time it reaches its home.
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THE WASP:
A wasp will overpower a grasshopper, dig a hole in the earth and sting the grasshopper in exactly the right place so it does not die but is unconscious. The wasp will lay her eggs so that her children can feed on the insect without eating dead meat. The mother then flies away and dies. She never sees her young. This procedure is then repeated again, and again, for every new wasp to come on the face of this earth.

Such mysterious ways, in which animals and insects function, just on their instinct, cannot be explained by accident or adaptation.

These qualities have been bestowed by a great Creator who knew exactly what each living thing would need to survive on the earth.

It is no wonder that the Holy Qur'an says:
Everything in the Heavens and the Earth glorifies Allah. (62:1)
 Extracts from Nahjul Balagha
The following are parts of the sermons given by Imam Ali (a) in which he describes some of the wonders of creation.

THE PEACOCK (FROM SERMON 163):
Allah has established such clear proofs for His skilled creative power and great might that minds bend down to Him in acknowledgement thereof. . .
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He has created birds of various shapes which live in the burrows of the earth, in the openings of high passes, and on the peaks of mountains. . .
Among them are those shaded with one shade, and there is no other colour except the one in which they have been dyed. There are others which are shaded in with one colour and they have a neck ring of different colour.

The most amazing among them by way of creation is the peacock which Allah has created in the most symmetrical moderateness, and arranged its colours in the best arrangement . . . It feels proud of its colours and swaggers with its movements. . . You could imagine its feathers to be sticks made of silver, and the wonderful circle and sun-shaped feathers growing thereon as pieces of pure gold and green emerald. If you compare them to anything growing on land, you would say that it is a bouquet of flowers collected during spring. If you compare them to clothes, they are like printed apparel or amazing variegated sheets of Yemen. If you compare them to ornaments they are like gems of different colours girded together by means of studded silver. . .

There is hardly a colour from which it has not taken and improved it further by regular polish, lustre, silken brightness, and brilliance. . . If you carefully see one hair from the hair of its feathers sticks, it would look like red rose, then emerald green and then golden yellow. . . How can sharpness of intellect describe such creation?
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EXTRACTS FROM HADITHE MUFAZZAL:
Hadith-e-Mufazzal is the narration by the 6th Imam (A) to one of his companions, Mufazzal bin Umar.

Mufazzal asked the Imam (A) to give him some answers to counter the arguments of the atheists who denied the existence of God. Consequently, Imam (A) narrated to him some of the wonders of creation.

This narration took place over a period of some days, and was written by Mufazzal. The following are some excerpts from the book.

O Mufazzal! The structure of the Universe is the foremost proof and argument for the existence of Almighty Allah - how the parts thereof have been set together and are possessed of elegant workmanship and design. . .

This Universe is comparable to a house furnished with all articles necessary for human beings. The sky is like a canopy. The earth is spread like a carpet, while the stars. . . appear as lamps alight in their places.

The gems are treasured as if the house has a lot of collection.
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O Mufazzal! Don't you see that everything big or small has been created on a flawless plan without fault or error? Just see the advantage that occurs to a child from weeping. There is a fluid in the child's brain which if not drained off may cause trouble or illness, even the loss of an eye. The discharge of the fluid from its brain leaves it healthy and the eyes brighter. . . Just consider the various organs of the body, the functions each one is required to perform, and the perfection of design that underlies each. Both hands are meant to handle business, both feet are meant for movement, the eyes are to see with, the mouth is to take in food, the stomach to digest it, the liver to extract its nutrition for distribution to the various parts of the body after manufacturing it into blood . . . you shall find that every organ is exactly fitted to perform its specific functions, and is perfectly designed.......
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......O Mufazzal! Just consider the mercifulness of Allah towards animals in giving their bodies a covering with different kinds of hair to protect them against winter hardships. And they have been gifted with hoofs, cleft and uncleft, or padded feet. They have neither hands nor palms nor fingers to spin and weave, so their clothing is made part of their bodily build without renovation and changing.

O Mufazzal! Just consider the physical build of the bird as it was ordained that it would fly high in the air. It has been gifted with a light body and a compact constitution. It has only two feet instead of four. . . it is gifted with a sharp chest to cut through the air just as a boat is built to cut through the water. . .the whole body is covered with feathers to get filled with air for high flights.
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An ignorant being, devoid of good qualities, could not have given these qualities to the things it creates.

Human beings often walk through life blindly. They see with their eyes, but do not think about what they see. That is why in the holy Qur'an, Allah often invites us to think about His signs present in the world. One example is the following ayat:

Most surely in the creation of the Heavens and the Earth, and the alteration of the night and the day, there are signs for men who understand. (3:189)
Aqaid Chapter 7
Adl
Adl is the 2nd Root of the Shi'a faith. It is the belief that Allah is just, and will deal with all human being in a fair and just manner. Although there are many qualities of Allah, Adl alone has been chosen to be part of the roots of religions.
The reasons for this selection were:
· Justice is a very important quality and all other qualities depend on it. It means that everything is put in its place by Allah. So, for example, Allah is Rahim or Merciful, in a fair and proper manner. The Adl of Allah means that each quality is exercised in an appropriate way, not just at random.

· The judgement in the Hereafter is directly related to the justice of Allah. Because we believe that Allah will reward and punish fairly, there is an incentive to follow the laws of Allah. Without belief in Adl we would not know whether we would receive the treatment we deserve, and would thus lose the aim to follow religion.

· Muslims differ in regard to the belief in Adl. Some Muslims believe that it is not necessary for Allah to be just, and whatever He does would be considered good. To separate themselves from such a belief, the Shia's, have included the belief in Adl as part of their fundamental beliefs.

The OPPOSITE of ADALAT is ZULM
Frequently people think that Justice of Allah is the same meaning as the justice we expect in courts of law etc. And if a problem befalls a man, he says Allah has been unjust to him. Allah says in the Holy Qur'an:

"Allah bears witness that there is no God but Him, and so do the angels and possessors of knowledge - (He) is firm, upholding justice..."
(Ali Imran, 3:18)
"And Allah does not wish injustice to mankind"
(Ali Imran, 3:170)
It is our belief that because a certain work is good that Allah commands us to do it and because the other action is evil, He orders us not to do it. On the other hand a group within our Sunni brothers believe that there is nothing like good and evil but whatever Allah commands becomes good and whatever Allah forbids becomes evil.

It is a fundamental attribute of Allah that he can do no wrong or evil. All His actions are in accordance with Adalat and injustice can never be found in his actions as it is below His dignity.

The following story will make you understand better how Allah is 'Adil (Just)
In a town lived a doctor, a jeweller and a thief.
[image: image7.jpg]


                  [image: image8.png]


                        [image: image9.png]



             Doctor                                                     Jeweller                                                      Thief
In the morning, they all prayed to Allah to increase His blessings to them.

That day, the thief wanted to go and rob the jeweller. Instead he fell ill and had to go to the doctor.

The jeweller did not make much money at all that day, because it rained and all his customers stayed at home.

NOW LET US STUDY THIS STORY.
The thief fell ill - so it seems that he was treated unfairly by Allah.

The doctor got an extra patient (the thief!) so it seems he was treated fairly by Allah.

The jeweller lost business because it rained, so it seems Allah treated him unfairly.

So was Allah Just to all of them? We see that fairness and unfairness does not describe Adalat fully. To understand it we must realise that Allah keeps a balance between the needs of all His creatures.
Any person who commits injustice does so because of one of the following reasons:
1. He does not know that it is wrong. (but Allah has All-Knowledge).

2. He needs something which cannot be obtained without wrong actions. (but Allah has no need).

3. He is forced by someone else to commit that wrong. (But Allah is All-Powerful and nobody can compel Him to do anything).

THUS LOGICALLY ALLAH CANNOT BE UNJUST!
Aqaid Chapter 8
Lutf
It is a common belief that if a person can do some good to another person without any harm coming to himself or any other person, and he does not do it, it would be against virtue. Therefore, if Allah can do anything beneficial to His creatures and supposing He does not do it, it will be against the virtue of Allah. 
'Lutf' is that action on the part of Allah which would help His creatures in His obedience and assist their moral correction.
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The Shia ithna-asheri faith believes 'Lutf' (Grace) is morally incumbent on Allah (necessary quality). On the other hand Sunnis believe that just like 'Adalat' is not necessary for Allah, 'Lutf' is not incumbent on Allah. 
A common example given by them is, if Allah sends good and pious persons to hell and Shaitan to heaven, it is quite right. We know that Allah created us to acquire virtue but how are we to know what is virtue and what is evil? Can we rely on our intellect and instinct to tell us what is right and what is wrong?

The sending of Shariah (rules and Islamic laws) and sending the Prophets and Imams to guide us as well as appointing a Day of Judgement are the examples of 'Lutf' by Allah.

Aqaid Chapter 9
Why Evil and Suffering Exist?
WHY EVIL AND SUFFERING EXIST IN THE WORLD?
The most common argument against the justice of Allah is that there are a lot of tragedies and sufferings occurring in the world. If Allah was just, and good and kind, He would not let such things happen.

Human beings would not be made to suffer natural disasters such as earthquakes and hurricanes, etc. Nor will men go through personal tragedies and difficulties such as death, sickness, misery etc.

However there are many reasons behind the existence of suffering in this world.
EXISTENCE OF A PARTICULAR SYSTEM:
The universe runs on a particular system, and many things affect one another. It is a big world we live in, with all the natural laws which help it run smoothly. Because of these laws, certain results take place which cannot be changed.

For example, the temperature and pressure inside the earth is necessary for the formation of certain materials such as oil, coal etc. This temperature however, sometimes results in an earthquake.

Our limited knowledge makes us consider the destructive effect of the earthquake, without understanding that it is the natural result of certain necessary laws. Events in the world are linked together, and the consequences cannot be avoided.

Death is necessary for human beings, yet it is a personal tragedy for family members. Many sufferings are judged relatively by people.

SUFFERINGS CAUSED BY ONE'S SELF:
Sometimes suffering is brought onto people by themselves. Knowingly, or sometimes unknowingly, they commit acts which later create problems for themselves.

Allah has given them an Aql and knowledge. They have the ability to inform themselves, be aware of harmful acts and stay away from them. If they don't, it is their own doing which brings the suffering.

Allah does not interfere to correct things as the human being has been given the freedom to live his life the way he chooses to. Sometimes a man does not dress warmly despite knowing the effects of the cold weather. Then he falls sick and goes through a difficult time. He himself is responsible for the difficulty, and cannot blame Allah for being unjust to him.

 
SUFFERING CAUSED BY OTHER PEOPLE:
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Human beings are often responsible for the problems they bring upon others. There is a lot of unfairness in society, with the rich getting richer while the condition of the poor gets worse. There is misuse of power and tyranny and oppression remains unchecked.

This is because of the imbalance and wrong system in place in society. All this however, is the fault of human beings and is not because of the injustice of Allah. Allah has left the human free to choose his actions. Often the evil actions, which we choose brings sufferings on others in society.

As Allah says in the Qur'an:
Corruption has appeared in the land and the sea on account of what the hands of men have done.
(30:41).
"If a person starves it is due to the fact that his share has been taken by another."
Imam Ali (A)
 SUFFERING NURTURES THE CHARACTER:
Although nobody likes suffering, it often changes and improves the character of the sufferer. Will-power is improved, and new abilities appear.

The character hardens, and a strong personality is formed. People who never go through any difficulty, and are always used to an easy and comfortable life, often become weak and shallow characters.

A difficulty is a challenge which makes people struggle, and there are many positive results of that struggle. Allah says in the Holy Qur'an:
"Perhaps you dislike a thing, and Allah will bring through it a great deal of good". (4:19)
 

SUFFERING CAUSES ONE TO TURN TO GOD:
When a human being experiences a lot of ease and comfort, he goes into a state of sleep and forgetfulness.

He forgets Allah and thinks he is independent and needless. Such a state sometimes brings pride and arrogance. A difficulty in life is like a major jolt which awakens man from his slumber, and turns him back to the right path.

It reminds him of Allah and of how helpless and small he himself is. When a person goes through difficulties, he begins to pray more often, and more sincerely, and gets closer to Allah. This is a blessing for him as it improves his spiritual and religious life.

Imam Husain (A) said: If 3 things were not there human would not worship:
1. Helplessness

2. Sickness, and

3. Death.

Aqaid Chapter 10
Tests & Difficulties
Allah has established a system of tests so that we may see how we stand up to these and understand the judgement of Allah on us. Tests will be held for all persons, believers and non-believers.

There are 2 main categories of tests.
1. First is the everyday test of rules of Shariah and articles of faith. To pass this test man has to sincerely believe in the true religion and obey its rules faithfully.

2. The second type of test is the harder one, and that is by suffering. This includes test by fear, hunger, loss of wealth and lives. Also accidents, floods, earthquakes, fire, robbery, famine and disease are all the things that have considerable effect on our lives. We are tested to see how we react to them. Does our faith remain unshaken? Were we patient and faced these with fortitude and courage? Our eternal happiness depends upon these tests.

 

Aqaid Chapter 11
Do we have free will?
Our belief is that man acts of his own accord and Allah has not pre-arranged all man's actions, although what everyone will do is in His knowledge. If we were not free, there would be no purpose to the creation of hell and heaven.

There are some actions or aspects of life which are not in our control and on the other hand we are given control and power over other actions by Allah.

A question arises in our minds. 'At what point are we free?'.

Replying to this Imam Musa al-Kazim (A) said, "A man acquires that ability when 4 conditions are fulfilled:
1. When there is nothing to hinder his plans.

2. When there is nothing to hinder his health.

3. Faculties (needed for that work) are up to the required standard.

4. Allah provides him the occasion for that work.

We believe that there are some actions within the power and will of man, and there are other actions which are beyond him.

For example, a sick person has the will and power to get treatment. But cure and recovery are beyond his power.

If Allah has willed that he recovers, he will. He may be destined to die from that illness, or suffer it for long. So human beings have certain actions they are responsible for. They will be rewarded and punished for those actions only.

Obedience and disobedience to Allah come under the group of actions for which man is responsible, and for which he will be judged.

It is wrong to believe that everything is destined by Allah, and He plans whether a man will be obedient or disobedient.

If this was the case then reward and punishment would have no meaning. Why reward or punish when it is Allah Himself who is responsible for the action?

As Shi'as we believe that Allah has foreknowledge of the actions of man, but in no way forces him to do them. He will be judged for those actions he committed with his own free will, and will not be judged for those which were destined for him.





The classic question whether our actions are governed between Freewill or Pre-destination has been asked by all schools of thought. The correct answer according to Islamic thought is that it's somewhere in between. We don't have complete freewill over all our actions, as that would imply that God has no power over our actions. At the same time we're not completely powerless over our actions, as that would imply that God controls us like robots.

 EXERCISES:
1. Think of a part of the world which is going through great difficulties. Analyze the problems of the people there. What do you think are some of the reasons for the suffering there?

2. Most people experience very negative emotions when going through a difficulty. Write an account of a problem you have had (could be an imagined one), how you felt about, and how you would counsel yourself to bear it better.

Aqaid Chapter 12
Taqiyya
The Concept of Taqiyya

Taqiyya means to hide one’s faith and not to let others know what you really believe. Islām allows us to do this if our lives are in danger or we fear others may harm us. 

We know taqiyya is allowed in Islām because Allāh says in the Qur’ān:

{لاَ يَتَّخِذْ الْمُؤْمِنُونَ الْكَافِرِينَ أَوْلِيَاءَ مِنْ دُونِ الْمُؤْمِنِينَ وَمَنْ يَفْعَلْ ذَلِكَ فَلَيْسَ مِنْ اللَّهِ فِي شَيْءٍ إِلاَّ أَنْ تَتَّقُوا مِنْهُمْ تُقَاةً ...}
The faithful should not take the faithless for allies instead of the faithful, and whoever does that Allāh will have nothing to do with him, except when you are wary of them out of caution.

- Surah Aal-i Imrān, 3:28

The condition for taqiyya is that when we hide out faith it should not put the life of another Muslim in danger nor should it misguide others or put Islām in danger.

Some Sunni Muslims believe taqiyya was only allowed in the early days of Islām when Muslims were few and they were being tortured but now it is harām to practice taqiyya. Other Sunni Muslims believe taqiyya is still allowed but only with non-Muslims if a person is living in their midst and fears for his life. 

The Shi’ahs on the other hand believe taqiyya can be practiced even today. The condition is not whether it is practiced against another Muslim or non-Muslim. The condition is that as long Islām is not harmed and another person’s life is not in danger, then it is wājib to save your life even if you have to lie and hide your true faith.

Some Sunni Muslims accuse the Shi’ah Muslims of hypocrisy because they practice taqiyya against them (Sunni Muslims). But what we have to realize is that over the last 1400 years of Muslim history, the Shi’ah have always been persecuted, tortured and killed by the ruling Banu Umayya and Banu Abbās rulers and the Shi’ah had to hide their faith and love for the Ahl al-Bayt (a’) in order to save their lives. Even today, there are sects such as the Wahābbi who teach their followers that it is good to kill the Shi’ah. 

Our Imāms therefore taught us to be wise: when Islām is in danger then you should even sacrifice your life. But when there is nothing to be gained, then it is foolish to put yourself in harm’s way and risk your life. Instead, we should hide our faith, which is the meaning of taqiyya.

The famous Sunni scholar at-Tabari defined taqiyya as, ‘to say with the tongue (against what one believes) while the heart rests comfortably in faith (imān). As long as one does not believe what one says and it is only out of fear of people, but the heart rests in faith, then there is no harm and he has not committed a sin.’

Difference from Nifāq

Those who accuse the Shi’ah of hiding their true faith and beliefs say the Shi’ahs are being hypocrites (munafiqeen) by practising taqiyya because they are saying and doing things other than what is in their hearts.

However nothing is further from the truth. Taqiyya is actually the exact opposite of Nifāq (hypocrisy).

A hypocrite (munāfiq) pretends to follow the right path but in his heart he believes in the wrong things and he pretends to have faith only to cheat others and take wrong advantage of them.

A person who practices taqiyya pretends to follow the wrong path but in his heart he believes in the truth and he pretends only out of fear and to preserve his or her life.

In other words the Shi’ah are not allowed to practice taqiyya unless they fear for their safety. But if they are in danger, then naturally who the person threatening them should not matter, whether it a non-Muslim or a Muslim who believes it is lawful to harm or kill Shi’ahs.

Furthermore, some well known Sunni scholars have also supported the belief in Taqiyya (references excluded from here due to space) 
Imām Ja’far as-Sādiq (‘a) said, ‘Rasulullāh (s) used to say: “He that has no taqiyya has no religion (deen).”’

� Tabari, Jām’i al-Bayān, 3:28
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