 Aqaid Chapter 1

Why were we born?

Allah did not create anything without a reason in this world; whatever he created was for some or the other reason.

· The sun gives light

· The moon lights up dark nights.

· The clouds give us rain. Water is used to make fields green.

· Animals help humans a lot. They can be used for riding, ploughing etc.

Human beings are not created without a reason either. They are created to worship Allah.
Allah has created everything in this world for humans, and he created humans to worship him. In this world, you will see the general rule that every creation is created to serve the one above it.

Grass is created so that animals eat it.

Animals were created so they can be of use to humans.

The only thing above humans is Allah, so humans are created for obedience of Allah and worshipping him.
Once, in his childhood, Imam Hasan Askari AS was standing with the other children who were playing. Instead of playing, Imam AS was crying.
An elder, who was a religious and intelligent person, saw Imam AS crying and asked him the reason.
Consoling him, he said to him: “Let me buy you toys.” Imam AS said: “We were not created to play.” The man asked: “Then why were we created?” Imam AS replied: “Allah created us to gain knowledge and worship him.” Imam AS also recited the Ayat for the man, the one in which Allah says that he has not created man without a reason. Listening to this, the man realized that Imam AS was no ordinary child but the leader and guide of his time.
It is our responsibility to not waste all our lives in playing, and to not go against Allah’s commands. We should think before doing anything – will Allah be pleased or displeased with us? And we should not do things that displease Allah. We should only do things that will please Allah whether that is namaz or fasting, trade or business.
Aqaid Chapter 2

Allah’s Self and Qualities are Same

(Khuda ki zaat o sifaat aik hain)
Allah is one.
He cannot be divided in any way.

His self are his qualities and his qualities are his self.
If Allah’s self and qualities are separate, then that would divide him into two and Allah is the being who cannot be divided.
A man’s self and qualities are separate. For example when we are born, we do not understand anything, we cannot speak and we cannot do anything. When we grow up, we start developing bad or good qualities which tells us that ‘we’ and our qualities are separate.
But no one created Allah.

He has always been there and he will always be.

There is no difference in his self and his qualities and neither can there be.

His self are his qualities.

He has been knowledgeable, powerful and proficient since he existed.

His proficiency is not separate from his self.
Aqaid Chapter 3

Subootiya Properties
(Sifaat e Subootiya)

Nothing gets created without a creator, so we have to accept that somebody created this world – somebody who no one created. This Creator created us all.
A person who believes in Allah should believe in him as he is. He should not make an idol of him, or picture him in his mind; because an idol made with hands or a picture made in the mind is the creation of our minds and Allah is a Creator, not a creation.
For this, we need to know some qualities in Allah, and these qualities are called Subootiya Properties (Sifaat e Subootiya). They are as follows:

Qadeem: Allah is qadeem. He has always been and he will always be, because he was neither created nor can he die. 

Qadir: Allah is All-Powerful. He cannot be forced to do anything. Therefore he creates whoever he wants and can cause death whenever he wants.

Aalim: Allah is All-Knowing. He knows everything. There is nothing in this world he is not aware of.

Mudrik: Allah knows everything without a mind. He sees everything without eyes. He listens to everything without ears. He does everything without having hands or legs. If he would need a mind, eyes, ears, hands and legs for his work, he would not remain Allah. Because Allah does not need anything.

Haiyy: Allah gives everyone life and death but no-one has given him life nor can he die. He is Haiyy, which means he has always existed and always will. 

Mureed: He does (or does not do) whatever he wants whenever he wants. He shines the sun whenever he wants. He makes the moon come out whenever he wants. He causes rain whenever he wants. Stops it whenever he wants. He does not HAVE to do anything nor can he be forced to.

Mutakallim: Allah can talk to his men whenever he wants by putting his voice in whatever object he wants. For example talking to Hazrat Musa AS through a tree and talking to our Prophet SAW on the night of Meraj in the voice of Hazrat Ali AS
Sadiq: Allah is truthful. He fulfills all his promises. He is truthful in every aspect because lying is bad and Allah is free of all bad things. 

Aqaid Chapter 4

Salbiya Properties
(Sifaat e Salbiya)
If we consider an educated man, ignorant; or a brave man, cowardly, he will never be happy with us. Similarly, if we consider Allah to have qualities that he doesn’t, He can never be pleased with us.
Therefore it is necessary to know those qualities which are not there in Allah – a person who accepts these qualities in Allah is not a believer. These qualities are known as Salbiya Properties (Sifaat e Salbiya) and they are as follows:

1. Allah is not murakkab: Murakkab is a thing that comprises of other things. Like syrup is made of sugar and water. Allah is not made up of anything because water and sugar comes first, syrup comes later. If Allah was made up of something, those parts would come first and Allah would come later – He would neither remain Khaliq nor Qadeem.
2. Allah has no body: This is because a body is murakkab and a creation. Allah is neither murakkab nor a creation.

3. Allah’s self and qualities are not separate from each other- meaning that Allah’s qualities are his self, because if the self and the qualities would be separate, Allah himself would not have those qualities. And a person who is separate from his qualities cannot be Allah. 

4. Allah is not ‘maraie’ (visible). No one in this world or the hereafter can ever see Him because that which can be seen is a body and Allah has no body. 

5. Allah does not get possessed (hulool) by anything: The way a body is possessed by a soul – Allah cannot possess (hulool) in anything nor can anything possess (hulool) in him, because bodies can be possessed and Allah does not have a body.
6. Allah has no specific place- meaning Allah does not have any specific place where he lives nor can he be pointed out someplace, because bodies can be pointed out and Allah does not have a body.

7. Allah is not ‘change prone’ (mehelle hawadis). There is nothing in Allah that changes. Things that change are neither there from the beginning nor do they remain forever, and Allah has always existed and will exist forever. 

8. Allah has no partner- Allah has no partner, neither in His self nor His qualities nor His work. No one can be worshipped except for Him. He is one and alone and has no partner in any aspect.
Aqaid Chapter 5

Allah is All-Powerful and Independent
(Khuda Qadir o Mukhtar hai)
Allah is all-powerful. He has power over all things, and is not unable to do anything. 
Allah is also independent (Mukhtar) that is to say He has no compulsion to do anything. He does what he wants to and does not do what he doesn’t want to. In fact, he can sometimes do and sometimes does not do the same thing.
For example he cooled the fire for Prophet Ibrahim (AS), but when Prophet Musa AS held the hot coal in his hand he got burnt. The purpose for not cooling the fire or letting it burn, it was to save a Prophet.

Prophet Ibrahim AS could only be saved if the fire was cooled; Prophet Musa AS could only be saved if the fire burnt him because Fir’aun doubted Prophet Musa AS was a Prophet, one who would erase his reign. If Fir’aun had known who he really was, he would have killed him and that is why burning Prophet Musa AH’s hand was necessary.

The Holy Prophet SAW said that Allah has said: “Among my men, there are people whose faith remains due to health and wealth – I test them by giving health and wealth, and there are people whose faith remains due to sickness and poverty – I test them by poverty and sickness so that their faiths remain. And I know very well what keeps momineen’s faith.”

Imam Mohammad Baqir AS has said: The person who deserves most to accept Allah’s fate is the one who has maarefat of Allah. And he who is content with Allah’s fate, the fate will be exercised on him and Allah will reward him. And he who is not content with Allah’s fate, the fate will be exercised on him anyway but he will not be rewarded.`

Aqaid Chapter 6

Allah does not do bad things

You know that Allah is All-powerful. He can do whatever he wants. Some people understand this to mean that Allah does bad things too. They think he lies, does injustice and does not fulfil his promises – because he has power over everything.
Think of it: Is this right?

To be All-powerful means being able to do, not to do it. This means that Allah, being All-powerful, CAN do anything he wants, but that does not mean that he necessarily does it.

When we don’t like bad things, how can Allah like them?

We are capable of washing our face with any water, whether it is najis or pak; whether it is flowing in a river or in a dirty drain.

But only an insane person would wash their face in a drain.

That tells us that we CAN wash our face in the drain  - but we don’t.

Allah too can lie but he doesn’t, can be unjust but is not, can not fulfil his promise but does it. He can do bad things – he just doesn’t do them.
Aqaid Chapter 7

Is man coerced or independent

In this world there are a lot of things that have nothing to do with humans. For example the rising and setting of the sun, seasonal changes etc. These are Allah’s works and man cannot do them.
There are some things in which both Allah and man take part, like ploughing, planting, watering and fertilizing is our work, and causing the plant to grow and have flowers and fruits is Allah’s work.
There are many things that only we do. Allah does not take part in them. For example whether we tell lies or the truth, whether we eat Halal or Haram, whether we pray namaz or don’t, whether we fast or not etc. These are purely our work, we do it ourselves. Allah does not take part in these deeds of ours.
To think that what we do is actually Allah’s doing that he does through us - and that we are forced to do them - is wrong. In reality, we have power and independence over these deeds and we can do or not do them.

Once Abu Hanifa argued about this with our sixth Imam Hazrat Jafar e Sadiq AS. According to Abu Hanifa, Allah is responsible for all of man’s actions – good or bad. Imam told him that if Allah is responsible for all of man’s deeds, then Allah should be punished or rewarded for man’s deeds (ma’azallah), and if man and Allah are equal partners in man’s deeds then along with man, Allah too should be punished or rewarded for man’s deeds (ma’azallah). But both these scenarios are wrong. The truth is, man does his deeds himself and so he will be punished or rewarded for them. Listening to this, Abu Hanifa was ashamed and was speechless.
Like it is wrong to say that Allah does everything and we cannot do anything, similarly it is wrong to say we can do anything.

Once someone asked Imam Ali AS whether man can do everything or not, Imam AS told him to stand raising one leg. When he had done that, Imam told him to raise his other leg too. He said, I cannot do that. Imam AS said similarly, there are many things in this world that are not in our capacity. And remember that just like man cannot interfere in Allah’s work, Allah is not a partner in man’s deeds.
Whatever man does, he will be punished or rewarded accordingly.
Islam wants that means be provided and that Allah be trusted for the results. Islam has not taught us to let go of means for doing a thing.
Quran has always emphasised on providing means. For example in Surah e Nisa Ayat 102, soldiers have been told that when it is the time for namaz during battle, they should take their weapons and shields and pray. Besides, they have been told to prepare themselves and their horses against the enemy. Hazrat Musa AS was told by Allah: take my people and travel during the night so the enemy doesn’t see you. (Surah ad Dukhan, Ayat 23)

Thus Islam has taught us to be prepared against the enemy but to leave the result up to Allah.

It is for this reason that Imam Ja’far as Sadiq AS has said: Allah has made it obligatory upon his men that they provide for their necessities through means appointed by Allah, and has commanded them to utilize them.
Aqaid Chapter 8

Three Questions, One Answer

Hazrat Bohlool (r) was a very smart and intelligent man, but he was posing as a mad person due to some reasons. There was no one like him when it came to answering at the spot.
One day he passed by a mosque where Abu Hanifa was teaching his students. Hazrat Bahlool heard Abu Hanifa saying that he could not understand three things which Imam Jafar e Sadiq (as) had said:
· The Imam had said that Allah will not be seen even on the Day on Judgement, but whatever exists should be seen.

· Imam had said that Shaitan will be burned in Hell, but Shaitan is made of fire, and how can fire burn fire?

· According to the Imam, people are independent of their own actions, but Abu Hanifa believed that nothing is in a man’s power and that Allah does everything.

Hearing this, Hazrat Bohlool got angry and as soon as Abu Hanifa came out, Bohlool threw a brick at him. Abu Hanifa’s students caught Bohlool and took him before the judge.

Bohlool said that the people had imprisoned him without a reason, that he had no fault. Abu Hanifa said that he had hit him with a brick. Bohlool said, “weren’t you saying just now that people don’t do anything – Allah does?”
Abu Hanifa said “I was hit very hard and I’m restless with pain.” Bohlool replied “Where is the pain? Show it to me!” Abu Hanifa said “Pain is not something that can be seen.” Bohlool answered: “If it exists, it should be seen because you’re the one who says that if something exists it should be seen. And also, the brick cannot have hurt you because you say that Shaitan is made of fire so fire cannot hurt Shaitan – aren’t you and the brick made of the same earth?”

Abu Hanifa was very ashamed and Bohlool laughed and went away.

Bohlool proved, using one brick, that man is responsible of his own actions and that Allah has nothing to do with it.
Aqaid Chapter 9

Twelve Imams

There are many Ahadis (plural of hadees: traditions) of the Holy Prophet SAW in which he said that my caliphs and guides of the ummat will be twelve. Twelve means that Imams and caliphs can be neither more than twelve nor less.

Today, out of all the sects of Islam, Shia Ithna Ashris are the only sects that believe in twelve Imams. The Imams of other sects are either more than twelve or less. 
We are called Shia Ithna Ashris because Ithna Ashr means twelve and Shias believe in twelve Imams, this is how it is proven that Shia Ithna Ashris follow the true faith.

The Twelve Imams we believe in have many proofs of their Imamat. They are:

First Proof: Hazrat Mohammad Mustafa (SAW) has said that after me, Ali (AS) will be Caliph, after him Hasan (AS), then Husain (AS), then Ali ibn-il Husain Zainul Addeen (AS), then Mohammad ibn Ali al-Baqir (AS), then Ja’far ibn Mohammad as-Sadiq (AS), then Musa ibne Ja’far al-Kazim (AS), then Ali ibne Musa ar-Reza (AS), then Mohammad ibne Ali at-Taqi (AS), then Ali ibne Mohammad an-Naqi (AS), then Hasan ibne Ali al-Askari, then Mohammad ibne Hasan al-Mehdi (A.S).

It was known that our Prophet (SAW) has told the names, titles and father’s name of the twelve Imams. Thus it is obligatory on every Muslim that if they have accepted the religion taught to us by the Prophet, they should also recognize that twelve Imams shown by him.
Second proof: Our prophet’s famous hadees: - inni tarikun fikumus-saqalaini kitaballahi wa itrati ahla baiti maa in tamassaktum bihima lan tazillu ba’di wa inna-huma lainyyaftareta hatta yadeda alayyal hawz – I leave for you two heavy and significant things; the Quran and my Ahlul Bayt. If you stay with them you will not be led astray after me. Both these things will stay joined together, and will never be separated unless they reach the Hawz of Kausar where they will be reunited with me.
The purpose of an Imam is to prevent people from going astray. According to the Prophet (SAW), Quran and Ahle Bayt are the two things that will keep us from being led astray, and so it is necessary that an Imam, from Prophet’s Ahle Bayt, stays along with the Quran till Qayamat. And all of our twelve Imams are from the Ahle Bayt of the Prophet (SAW)
This proves our twelve Imams being Imams, because anyone else who claimed to be Caliph or Imam was not from the Prophet’s (SAW) Ahle Bayt. Thus it is necessary for every person who has faith to acknowledge Imams from the Prophet’s (SAW) family as Imams.

Aqaid Chapter 10

Qayamat

Qayamat is also known as ma’ad. Qayamat is the day when people will be made alive again so that they can account for their good or bad deeds, and be sent to Jannat or Dozakh accordingly.
It is not surprising that the dead shall be made alive. This is because the Allah who has the power to make everything from nothing can also raise the dead.

Once, Prophet Ibrahim AS passed by a river. He saw a dead creature that was half in water and half on land.

Seeing this, he was astonished and prayed to Allah, O Allah! Show me how you will raise the dead.

Prophet Ibrahim AS was ordered to take 4 different birds, then to slaughter them and keep their pieces on separate mountains. Then he was to take their beaks and call them – they would come flying back to him.
Prophet Ibrahim a.s did as he was told, and the birds came flying back to him and then flew away.

This clearly proves that Allah has the power not only to raise the dead but to raise them even after they have been crushed.
Doubting His power is equal to doubting the Quran and Allah and His Prophet’s word.
Aqaid Chapter 11

Deeds and Accounts

Allah has given people the chance to do deeds in this world only. In the hereafter, no one has the chance to do any deeds. The people who don’t pray, fast, give zakat or go for Hajj, and then die, will have only regrets in the hereafter.
The hereafter is only a place of rewards or punishment. It is not a place of deeds. For deeds, we only have this world. If this world was for reward and punishment, then pious followers of Allah, Prophets and Imams would not have problems and Firaun, Namrood and Yazeed would not live in luxury.
It is true that Charity drives away problems but the reward will be given to us in the hereafter. Similarly, sins welcome problems but the punishment will only be given in the hereafter.
Allah has appointed two angels who write everything down. On the Day of Accounts, the accounts of men shall be handed over to them and no one will be able to deny their sins.
Apart from these accounts, our hands, legs, eyes and ears will all bear testimony to the sins we did using these parts.

Allah has kept the accounts for before sending us to Jannat and Jahannum so that no one can object to Allah. If Allah put us in Jannat or Jahannum as soon as we were born people would object as to why we were sent to Jahannum without having sinned, or why we were sent to Jannat without having worshipped.
After the Accounts, no one will be able to object to Allah.
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