Aqaid Chapter 1

Tawheed

Presence of God

Smoke rising from houses tells us that a fire has been lit. Footprints indicate that somebody has passed by. Trains, cars and cycles show us that somebody has made them; they did not make themselves. Looking at them also tells us that somebody is running them; they are not running themselves.

Similarly, the earth, sky, humans, animals, moon, stars, trees and mountains tell us that someone has created them. And this Creator is called Allah.
Without looking at the creator of the car, we assume that he is knowledgeable, powerful and alive (when he made the car). Similarly, looking at the working world tells us that the Creator of this world has power and ability, and that he knows everything. He is the Creator of this world and can destroy it in an instant if he wants.
Tawheed (Oneness of God)
The consistent working of this world from skies to earth, the rising and setting of the sun and the moon on time, the rivers flowing in one direction, the growing of the trees in one direction – all tells us that there is ONE Creator of this universe – or else there would be crisis in the running of the world.

Tawheed – Proven with evidence:
1. 124,000 (one lakh 24 thousand) Prophets and all the Holy Books have said that God is one. If there was another God, he would have sent Prophets and books. Hence proved that there is one God.
2. If there were two Gods, the world would not work. The two Gods would have two worlds and the sun and the moon would be of two kinds. Hence proved that there is one God.

Aqaid Chapter 2

Sabutiya & Salbiya Attributes 
Subutiya Attributes (Sifaat e Subutiya)
Sifaat e Sabutiya are those 8 famous attributes that exist in God.

1. Qadeem: Allah has always been there and will always be there.
2. Qaadir: Allah has power over all things. He can do what he wants and not do what he doesn’t want.
3. Aalim: Allah knows everything and nothing is hidden from him.
4. Mudrik: Allah can see everything without eyes and hear everything without ears.
5. Hayy: Allah has always been alive and will always be alive.
6. Mureed: Allah does everything by his choice.
7. Mutakallim: Allah puts his voice in whichever object he wants. For example giving the bush a voice so he could talk to Prophet Musa (AS)
8. Saadiq: Allah is truthful.
Salbiya Attributes (Sifaat e Salbiya)
Sifaat e Salbiya are those 8 famous attributes that do not exist in God.

1. Murakkab Naheen (Not Compound): Allah is not made combined with anything else nor is anything else made with Allah in it.
2. Jism Naheen (No Body): Allah does not have hands, legs, eyes, nose, ears, height, circumference etc.
3. Makan Naheen (No Place): Allah has no place: God does not live anywhere. Although the miracles of his existence are present everywhere.
4. Hulul Naheen (No Possession): Nothing can be possessed by Allah and Allah cannot possess anyone.
5. Marayi Naheen (Not Seen): Allah cannot be seen anywhere in this world or the hereafter.
6. Mahallay Hawadis Naheen (No Changes): There is nothing in Allah that changes. For e.g. that he would be young first and then become old.
7. Shareek Naheen (No Partner): Allah is alone without a partner.
8. Sifaat Zaid bar Zaat Naheen (Attributes not Separate): He is himself – for e.g. one attribute of God is knowledge. It is not the case that first Allah existed, then he acquired knowledge; Allah always had knowledge. Knowledge is part of Him 
Aqaid Chapter 3

Justice (Adl)
It is necessary to accept that Allah is ‘Just’ the same way it is necessary to believe He is One. Allah being just means that He does not forego anything that is good, does not do anything that is bad, and everything He does is filled with knowledge and wisdom.
Sometimes we humans do not understand the wisdom of Allah’s plans and we object.  For e.g.  when our prayers go unanswered or we do not succeed despite our efforts. But there is some wisdom hidden in these things. 
Since Allah is our creator, it is necessary for him to do things in everyone’s benefit, while some humans only think of their own benefit, regardless of other people’s disadvantage. This is against Allah’s justice.
Allah does not do injustice on his creations in this world or in the hereafter, in fact, he does Fazl (benevolence). He counts every one of a momin’s good deeds as 10 good deeds, while he counts one sin as only one. If a momin repents sincerely, God forgives him.

Freedom in deeds
Allah has created us, taught us about Good and Bad, and then given us the freedom of will – anyone who does something good does so because of his own choice, and so does a person who does something bad. It is not the case that our fate or destiny has something written in it and we are forced to do it.
Proofs of freedom in deeds:

1. It is said in the Quran: “And surely we have guided man to the right path, now it is up to him whether he wants to be thankful or an unbeliever.”
2. Allah sent 124, 000 Prophets to guide man. If man has no freedom of will then sending Prophets is pointless.

3. Allah has promised to reward good deeds and punish bad deeds. It would be pointless to reward or punish man on deeds when he has no choice.

Aqaid Chapter 4

Prophethood (Nabuwwat)
Qualities of a Prophet
The 124, 000 Prophets Allah has sent to us look like us humans. They ate, drank, slept and woke up like we do. But they have a lot of qualities we don’t.
1. Prophets were created by Allah to guide us and we were created to obey them.

2. They are born knowledgeable and they follow Halal and Haram from childhood, we are born illiterate and Halal and Haram is wajib upon us after we become Baligh.

3. They do not learn from anyone and we learn from others.

4. They do not make even one mistake in their lives. We commit sins sometimes.

5. Allah gives them the position of Prophethood which we do not deserve.

Nabi, Rasool and Ulul-Azm

Allah made 124,000 Prophets (Nabi)

Out of these Nabis, He made 313 of them into Rasools

Out of these Rasools, He made 5 Ulul-Azm
Every Ulul Azm Prophet was given a Holy Book and a Shariat.

Rasool is higher in status than a Prophet (Nabi), and every Ulul Azm Prophet is higher in status than a Rasool. And our Prophet Hazrat Muhammed Mustafa SAW is better than everyone else.

The last Prophet (SAW)

Allah has given our Prophet SAW (The last Prophet) Quran, which will remain till the Day of Judgment, and he has given him a religion ‘ Islam’ in which there is guidance about every good and bad thing in this world and the hereafter. The Prophet SAW has a great status in the eyes of Allah. Allah and the angels send Durood (Salawaat) on the Prophet SAW, and momineen have been instructed to do the same. Whenever we take the name of our Prophet SAW, we should send Durood to him in these words: “Sal-lal-lahu—alai-hi-wa-aa-lehi-wa-sallam”. When we write his name we should write this sentence next to his name, or the letter “ص” or in SAW to indicate this.

Hazrat Muhammed Mustafa SAW is the last of the Prophets. Anyone who claims to be a Prophet after him is definitely a liar. 


Aqaid Chapter 5

Imamat

Qualities of an Imam

The one who saves and runs the religion after the Prophet SAW is called an Imam. An Imam’s duty is to safeguard the religion in its originality and to keep trying to bring people towards the religion.
It is as important for an Imam to be ‘Ma’soom’ as it is for a Nabi. Just like a Nabi, an Imam is born knowledgeable and they follow Halal and Haram from childhood.
We have 12 Imams. Allah has made them the successors of our Holy Prophet SAW and they are appointed to be the guardians of the religion.

Their names are as follows:

(AS = Alai hi Salaam)

1.} Imam Ali AS


7.} Imam Musa Kazim AS
2.} Imam Hasan AS


8.} Imam Ali Reza AS
3.} Imam Husain AS


9.} Imam Mohammed Taqi AS
4.} Imam Ali (Zainul Abedin) AS


10.} Imam Ali Naqi AS
5.} Imam Mohammed Baqir AS


11.} Imam Hassan Askari AS
6.} Imam Ja’far Sadiq AS


12.} Imam Mehdi Sahebuz-zamaan ATF
(ATF=Ajj jal laho ta’ala Farajohu)

The last Imam

Like Allah SWT has appointed Prophet Mohammad SAW as the last Prophet and ended Nabuwwat with him, he has appointed 12th Imam, Hazrat Mahdi Akher uz zamaan ATF as last Imam. There will be no Prophet after Prophet Muhammad SAW, nor will there be an Imam after Imam Mehdi ATF
The 12th Imam ATF is alive by order of Allah SWT and is hidden from our eyes. Whenever Allah will order, Imam ATF will reappear and fill the world with justice, when it will have been filled with injustice before.

In the time of ‘Ghaibat’ (occultation), our Ulema (Mujtahideen) are the deputies (naibeen) of our 12th Imam ATF. It is our duty to obey them because they convey Imam AS’s commands to us and Imam (AS)’s commands are the commands of Allah and Rasul.
Aqaid Chapter 6

Qayamat
After dying there will be a day when everyone will be made alive once again. That day is called Qayamat and on this day, good deeds will be rewarded and bad deeds punished.

Jannat 
Jannat is also known as Bahisht and Heaven.  

It is the place where there will be every kind of peace and blessings. 
The people who did good deeds in this world will live in Jannat forever.

Dozakh:

Dozakh is also known as Jahannum and Hell

It is the place where there will be every kind of torture and pain. 
Everything in Dozakh – the food, the drink, the beds, the sheets will all be made of fire. 
The people who did good deeds in this world will live in Jannat forever.
Aqaid Chapter 7

Miscellaneous Concepts 
Miracle

No wise person in this world can believe something without proof. It is the responsibility of the person who claims something to provide proof to back up his claim. Allah has given Prophets AS and Imams AS miracles so that they can prove their Prophethood and Imamat.

Miracle is the thing that no man can do without the special help of Allah. No ordinary man can do a miracle.

Prophets and Imams show miracles so that people believe that the person showing the miracle is a Prophet or Imam. That he is no ordinary man but a special person sent down by Allah for guidance and that is why he has been granted the special power of miracle
Quran

Quran is the last Holy Book that Allah SAW has sent down on his last Prophet, Hazrat Muhammad SAW for the guidance of mankind. This book has been sent down as Prophet Mohammad SAW’s miracle. That is why the whole world combined could not bring a book or even one Surah equal to the Quran when challenged, and nor will they be able to till the Day of Judgment.

There are 114 Surahs in the Quran. Every Surah begins with Bismillah, except for Surah Tauba, which has no Bismillah in it.

The complete knowledge of the Quran is only with Prophet Mohammad SAW and his Ahlebait AS. No-one else has the complete knowledge of the Quran.

It is haram (forbidden) to touch the words of the Quran without Wuzu. There are 4 ayats of the Quran that if you recite or listen to, a Sajda becomes wajib on you. The Prophet SAW said: “Illuminate your houses with the recitation of the Quran.” The houses where Quran is recited are more blessed. Therefore we should recite the ayats of Quran daily and reflect (think) on it.

Ka’ba

Ka’ba is the house of Allah in the city of Meccaa in the land of Arabia. It was made by Prophet Ibrahim AS and Prophet Ismail AS by the order of Allah SWT.

People who do Hajj do ‘tawaaf’ of the Ka’ba. In namaz, we face towards the Ka’ba. Our first Imam, Imam Ali AS was born in the Ka’ba.

After Prophet Ibrahim the Ka’ba was filled with idols. These idols remained till the time of Prophet Mohammad SAW. When Mecca was conquered, Imam Ali AS destroyed the idols while standing on Prophet Mohammad’s shoulders.

Before Ka’ba, Baitul Muqaddas used to be the Qibla. In the second year of Hijrat, by the order of Allah, the Qibla was changed to the Ka’ba. At this time, our Prophet SAW was in Namaz. He changed his Qibla to the Ka’ba during Namaz.

The reappearance of our last Imam ATF will also be near this Ka’ba.

Angels

Angels are the noorani creatures of Allah who do not eat and drink like humans. Their job is only obeying Allah’s commands. Some angels spend all their lives in Qiyam, some in Ruku, and some in Sajda. And some angels have specific duties like ‘Karaman Kaatebain’ etc.

4 angels are famous:

1. Hazrat Jibra-eel: He is also known as the leader of the angels and ‘Ruhul Ameen’. He is responsible for taking messages from Allah SWT to the Prophets.

2. Hazrat Meeka-ael : By the order of Allah, he takes food to the creatures of Allah.

3. Hazrat Izraa-eel : He is also called Malakul Maut, or the Angel of Death. He is responsible for taking out human souls.

4. Hazrat Israa-feel : Before Qayamat, he will blow the horn (soor) due to which all living creatures will die. And then on the day of Qayamat, to gather all living beings, he will blow the horn again due to which all living things will become alive again. 

Islam and Iman

As you are aware, there are 5 usul e deen:  Tawheed, Adl, Nabuwwat, Imamat, Qayamat

Believing in three Usool e Deen (Tawheed, Nabuwwat and Qayamat) is Islam. Therefore people who believe in Tawheed, Nabuwwat and Qayamat are called Muslims.

Believing in all five Usool e Deen is Iman. Therefore people who believe in Tawheed, Adal, Nabuwwat, Imamat and Qayamat are called Momins

Taqwa

Having fear of God and his punishment, and following his commands is called Taqwa.

Kaafir

An unbeliever of Islam is called a Kaafir. 

Munafiq

A person who does not accept Iman from his heart is called a Munafiq. 

Faasiq

A person who disobeys Allah’s commands is a Faasiq.

Aqeeda (Belief) and Amal (Actions)

It is necessary for a momin to have complete faith in the Usool e Deen – that is, to understand it with proof and to accept it from the heart. Believing in Usool e Deen will have an effect on his actions as well.This is because a person’s actions are according to his beliefs. For example, a child will not be naughty if he believes he will be punished. Or a trader avoids a business if he is afraid he might undergo a loss. Or the way a person does not drink poison because he knows he will die.

Similarly, when there is wholehearted belief in Usool e Deen, a momin’s actions and character becomes good and pure because:

The belief of Tawheed : convinces man to obey Allah in every aspect.

The belief of Nabuwwat and Imaamat : Tells us how to perform actions.

The belief of Adaalat : Keeps reminding us of rewards for good deeds and punishment for bad ones.

The belief of Qayamat : instills the hope of going to Jannat and the fear of going to Jahannum.

Kalima with Translation
	Arabic
	Translation

	
	There is no God except Allah SWT

	
	Muhammad SAW is the Prophet of Allah SWT

	
	Imam Ali AS is the wali of Allah SWT

	
	And is the successor of the Prophet SAW

	
	And is the immediate successor of him (Prophet Muhammad SAW)


Aqaid Chapter 8

Azaadaari

Remembrance of Imam Hussain AS’s martyrdom is called Azaadaari.

The process of Azaadaari was started by our Aimma. 
This includes all traditions of majlis, matam and juloos etc. 
The first Majlis was organized by Bibi Zainab SA after being released from prison. After that this process spread to every country, nation and religion. Today, even non-Muslims in different countries grieve Imam Hussain a.s.
The time of Muharram is the special time for Azaadaari because Imam Hussain AS was martyred on the 10th of this month. The process of Azaadaari continues till 8th Rabiul Awwal in our countries.
In the process of Azaadaari, it is our responsibility that we take part in it respectfully, and respect everything associated with it. 
It is our responsibility to stay away from any action that is against Islam’s commands, like not praying Namaz to take part in Majlis or Maatam etc.
Aqaid Chapter 9

Taqleed

Taqleed in Worldly Affairs
It is almost impossible that one person’s knowledge be complete in every field, and that he be an expert in every field. It is also undeniable that to live life, he needs different type of things. That is why it is necessary that he turn towards experts of the field that he himself is not an expert in, so that his needs in life are fulfilled. Turning towards an expert is called Taqleed. This kind of taqleed is extremely important for the progress and excellence of any society.
Taqleed in Religious Affaris
Religious matters are not all that different. This also requires Taqleed. The commands of Islam have to be understood in light of Quran, Hardees and other sciences. To learn these sciences, it requires years of hard work. Not every person is capable of this, and neither is this practically possible for the society. This is why if some people of a society learn Ilm e Deen to excellence, it is allowed for the people to trust their expertise and follow their rules (fatwa) in matters of religion. In Islamic and Fiqhi terms, an expert like this is known as a Mujtahid and obeying his fatawaa (plural of fatwa) is called Taqleed.


Imam gave the order of Taqleed
From the first Imam, Hazrat Ali AS to the eleventh Imam Hazrat Hassan Askari AS, Aimma have told their students to explain fataawa to the people to explain the commands of God. Similarly, they recommended many people in the general public to do Taqleed, to ask the Elder Ulema their problems and follow their solutions.

Our tenth Imam Hazrat Ali Naqi AS and eleventh Imam Hazrat Hassan Askari AS. particularly laid stress on Taqleed. One reason for this was that the long disappearance of the 12th Imam (ghaibat) was nearer. Hazrat imam Hassan Askari AS. said: “It is necessary for the people to do Taqleed of a Mujtahid or Faqih who:

· Keeps himself away from sins

· Protects his religion.

· Opposes (bad) wishes.

· Follows the rules of Allah.

Our 12th Imam Hazrat Mehdi Sahebuzzaman ATF has also ordered to do taqleed of Aadil (just) Mujtahideen in many of his messages.

Method of Taqleed:

A person should find out from his area or country’s Ulema or from other reliable sources, which Mujtahid has the most knowledge and Taqwa in this time. 
After he comes up with a name, he should decide that now he will obey this Mujtahid in all matters of the religion.  
A Mujtahid’s rulings can be found in his book, and the solution for problems not in his book can be asked from him personally.
For those momineen who are not doing Taqleed of anyone at present, should start doing Taqleed of a Mujtahid who is alive right now. 
In the ghaibat of our 12th Imam, Taqleed is our evidence that by obeying the Mujtahid’s fataawa, we have obeyed Allah’s commands. A person who does not do taqleed does not have any such evidence and even after following rules from his own understanding and choice, he cannot claim that he has done as Allah wants him to.
Aqaid Chapter 10
Allah Is not Matter 

Books, pens, tables, stones, trees, the sun, the earth and things like these are all material, that is, they are made of matter. Light and even air are material. All matter needs space, in other words a place to be in, and matter cannot exist without space. But matter is confined to one place, and cannot be in two places at the same time. 

For example, our bodies are made up of matter; when we are at school, we cannot be at home and when we are at home, we cannot be at school. When we are at home, we cannot see what is happening at school; and when we are at school, we cannot see what is happening at home. 

Material things can be seen by the eyes and felt by the hands. The things we see or feel are all matter, even air and light. Now, think about these two questions: 

(a) Is Allah matter? 

(b) Can Allah be seen by the eyes? 

Allah is perfect and without any needs, and His Wisdom and Power are limitless. Therefore, He is in need of no object and no person. Allah is not matter, because if He were matter He would need space, and Allah is in need of nothing. Allah has Himself created space.

Allah is not matter, because if He were matter He would be here and not there, or there but not somewhere else, and He could not have created the things that were elsewhere. 

Allah is not matter, for He is not situated in a certain place so as not to be elsewhere, rather everyone and everything has been created by Him. 

For Allah there is no here and there, this place and that place, for to Him all places are as one. He is with everyone and is informed of all places. 

Allah is not matter, and He occupies no space, neither in the heavens nor in the earth. 

Allah is not matter, and He cannot be seen with the eyes or felt by the hand. 

Allah is not light, for light is material and is in need of space, but Allah needs nothing. 

Allah has created space. Allah has created eyes and hands. Allah has created light. 

The limitless power of Allah is near everything and every person, and He is informed of every place and every person. 

Questions 

1. Count the material objects around you, do they need space? 

2. Look at a chair, can it be in two places at the same time? 

3. Can you think of any material object that does not need space 

4. Is Allah matter? Does He need space? Can you say why? 

5. Is it possible for the eyes to see Allah? Do you know why? 

Exercises 

1. Write down these questions together with their answers in your best handwriting in your 
notebook. 

2. Recite the lesson aloud. 

3. Write a summary of the lesson and read it to your friends. 

4. Think over some new questions and ask your friends to answer them. 

Aqaid Chapter 11
Leaders Appointed by the God: 

Prophet lbrahim (AS) 

The Prophet Ibrahim (AS) lived long ago. In those days the people were ignorant and illiterate. They had totally forgotten the teachings of the previous prophets, and they had lost the way and tradition of worshipping Allah. Instead, they worshipped idols. They made statues of people or animals out of stone, wood, silver or gold, and they worshipped them. In front of these lifeless, powerless objects they would prostrate themselves, pray to them and offer them sacrifices. 

One group would worship the sun, another group the moon, another the stars, and so on. 

Many of the people in those days served the tyrants and oppressors. They even considered them as gods and worshipped them. They accepted their commands as if they were the commands of Allah, and never questioned them or reflected about them. The people humiliated themselves by throwing themselves to the ground before their rulers, and made every effort to satisfy them. 

In such a dark time our Merciful Allah chose Hazrat Ibrahim (AS) and taught him the right way of life, and then He commanded Hazrat Ibrahim (AS) to call the people to the way of worshipping Allah. 

Hazrat Ibrahim (As) used to say to the people: 

· What power do the idols have? 

· Why do you love and worship them? 

· What have these statues ever done for you? 

· They do not see, they do not hear, 

· They cannot harm you and they cannot benefit you: 

· Why do you humiliate yourselves before them? 

· Why do you prostrate before them? 

· Why do you worship them, and submit to their priests?” 

But the people heard these words without reflecting on them. They would reply: 

· “Our fathers and forefathers worshipped the idols. Our friends and colleagues worship the idols. So we will follow our ancestors and remain on their religion.” 

Hazrat Ibrahim (AS) used to say to them: 

· Your ancestors were mistaken. 

· Your fathers were also mistaken. 

· They should not have worshipped idols. 

· But do you not yourselves have reason? 

· Do you yourselves not have understanding? 

· Can you not see for yourselves that these idols are weak and helpless? 

“O people, I am Prophet of Allah, and I have brought His message. It is a message of freedom and prosperity. Listen to my words and accept them and be blessed in this world and in the Hereafter.” 

‘O people, no idol is your lord and sustainer, nor master of your fate. The One Who is your Lord and Sustainer and Master of your fate is Allah, Who has created you and the earth and the heavens, and Who controls the world and all that is in it. He has all power, and He has not given control of the world to anyone nor has He taken help to control it. He is Unique, Triumphant and All-Powerful.” 

“These idols of yours disgust me. I hate them and I refuse to submit to them.” 

I love Allah, and I am devoted only to Him. I know that my sickness and my cure, my life and my death, my time in this world and my time in the Hereafter, everything is in His hands. My only hope is that on the Day of Resurrection He will be kind to me, and treat me generously. 

“O people, be worshippers of the One True Allah, for all power is from Allah, and it is Allah alone who is Triumphant and All-Powerful. Allah is the only One to befriend you and help you. Be attentive to Him and worship only Him. He is the only One worthy of submission and worship. You must only be led by Allah and His servants whom He has appointed to lead you and guide you”.  

Questions 

1. What were the ignorant people of Ibrahim (AS) time worshipping? 

2. What did Allah command Ibrãhim (AS) to do? 

3. What did Ibrahim (AS) tell the people? How did he explain to them that it is wrong to worship idols? 

4. Did the people listen to Ibrahrim (AS) and think about what he said? 

5. What was their reply to his words? Were they right or wrong? Why? 

6. Is it right for human beings to serve other human beings? 

7. Have you ever seen someone who worships idols? 

8. How did Ibrãhim (AS) explain his worship and devotion to Allah? Why did he hate the idols and love Allah? 

9. Why is it that Allah is the only Being worthy of worship, devotion and obedience? 

10. Can someone who is really devoted to Allah be a servant of tyrants? 

11. What kind of person worships Allah? What is the hope and fear of such a person? 

Exercises 

1. With one of your friends, reenact the conversation between Ibrahim (AS) and the idol-worshippers. 

2. Write a brief summary of this lesson. 

3. Recite the lesson to one of the members of your family. 

Aqaid Chapter 12
Are Good and Bad the Same? 

We all understand the meaning of good and bad, and it is easy to distinguish a good person from a bad one. A good person has good manners, good behaviour, is honest and truthful, loves justice and is polite and trustworthy. But a bad person has bad manners and bad behaviour, tells lies and bullies other people, and is impolite and deceitful. Do you think that good and bad people are the same? 

Like most people you probably like good people, and don’t like bad ones. 

Allah loves the people who do good, and He hates the people who do wrong. For this reason He has sent His prophets to tell the people to do good deeds and stop doing bad deeds. 

Now, answer these questions. 

(1) Will Allah reward the people who do good deeds? 

(2) Will He punish the people who do bad deeds? 

(3) Is it in this world that good people are rewarded? 

(4) Is it in this world that bad people are punished? 

(5) Where do people receive the recompense of their actions? 

Allah has another world that we call the Hereafter. In that world the good people are separated from the bad ones and each group receives the recompense of its actions. If there was no Hereafter, good people would have no motive and reason to perform good deeds, and no motive to refrain from bad deeds. 

If there was no Hereafter, the call of the prophets would be futile and pointless. Good and bad would have no real meaning. If there was no Hereafter, our lives would be of no use and our creation would be purposeless. 

Do you think that Allah has created us just to live in this world for a few days, just to eat and drink, to sleep and to wear clothes, and then to die, with nothing more? Do you think that this is all we should live for? And that Allah, Who does nothing in vain, has created us merely for this? 

In the Qur’an we are told: 

“Your creation was not in vain, you have been created to live in this world and perform the best kind of deeds, and to strive towards goodness and perfection. Then, after your life in the world, you will be taken to the Hereafter, where you will receive the result of your deeds” 

The Hereafter is the place where the good are separated from the bad. The people who have performed acts of goodness in their lives will be allowed into Paradise, where they will live in happiness and bliss. Allah is pleased with them, and they too are pleased with the many blessings of Allah. But the bad and irreligious people are sent to Hell, where they receive the punishment for their evil deeds. Allah is angry with them and they live in suffering and pain, and that is the result of their own deeds, and what they deserve. 

Questions 

1. Can you tell the difference between a good person and a bad one? List the qualities of each. 

2. Do you think that good and bad people are the same?

3. Do you think they are the same in the view of Allah? 

4. To what deeds do the prophets call mankind? 

5. If good and bad were the same to Allah, would He have sent the prophets? Do you know why? 

6. Do people receive the full recompense for their deeds in this world? 

7. If not, where do they receive it? 

8. If there was no Hereafter, would good and bad really mean anything? 

9. If there was no Hereafter, what would the purpose of our lives be? 

10. Having understood that there is a life after the life of this world, what is our responsibility? How should we lead our lives? 

11. In order to be fully successful in this life and the life to come, what kind of leadership must we accept? 

By what kind of person should we be guided? 

Exercises 

1. Write down the answers to five of these questions. 

2. Discuss the answers to these questions with your friends. 

3. Recite the lesson to your family 

Aqaid Chapter 13
How the Dead Return to Life 

The Prophet Ibrahim (AS) was one of Allah’s most loyal servants. He had faith in Allah, the Hereafter and the Resurrection. He was perfectly aware that in the Hereafter the dead return to life and are present for Allah’s Judgment. However, in order that his faith would become even stronger, he asked Allah to show him how the dead return to life, and said. 

“O Allah, show me how you raise the dead to life.” 

In response, Allah revealed to Ibrahim (AS): “O Ibrãhim, do you not believe in the Resurrection?” (Of course, Allah was fully aware of the reason for Ibrahim’s (AS) request, but He wanted him to state it explicitly.) Ibrahim replied: 

“O Allah, I believe, but I wish to see with my eyes so that I am fully satisfied.” 

Allah accepted Ibrahim’s (AS) request and revealed to him: 

“Take four birds, kill them and cut them into pieces and pound them finely. Then divide the pounded meat, feathers and bones into four parts, and put each part on a separate hill. Stand between the hills and call each bird. By the will of their Lord and at your command they will hurry towards you. Know that Allah is All-Knowing, All-Powerful.” 

Ibràhim (AS) did as he had been told. He took the four birds; a pigeon, a crow, a cock and a peacock and he killed them, cut them into pieces, ground them and mixed them. He then divided the mixture into parts and put each part on the top of a hill. Then he stood between the hills and in a loud voice called out: 

“Peacock, come to me”. 

The particles of the peacock made their way miraculously to Ibrahim’s (AS) feet, and immediately the bird’s head, body, legs and feathers all joined perfectly together again. Then the peacock came to life: it flapped its wings and began to walk, just as if nothing had ever happened to it. 

Ibrahim (AS) then commanded the other birds to come to him, and one by one they came to life in exactly the same way as the peacock. In this way Ibrãhjm (AS) witnessed the Resurrection of the dead from the depths of his heart. His faith and conviction became totally complete, and he was fully satisfied. 

Questions 

1. What request did Ibrahim (AS) make to Allah? 

2. Why did he make that request? 

3. What did Allah tell Ibrahim (AS) to do? 

4. What did Ibrahim (AS) do? 

5. How did he bring the birds to life? 

6. Who bestowed on Ibrahim (As) the power to bring the birds to life? 

7. What result did Ibrahim (AS) receive from this ?

Exercises 

1. Tell this story to the members of your family. 

2. Ask one of your friends to answer the questions. 

3. Think up three more questions from this lesson and ask your best friend to answer them. 
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