Aqaid Chapter 01

USOOL-E-DEEN

Usool-e-deen are the roots of our religion. They are also called Aqaaid, which means our beliefs. They are five in number.
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Aqaid Chapter 02
BRIEF DISCUSSION ON USOOL-E-DEEN - PART 1

Tawheed (Oneness of God)

Tawheed means that Allah is One. He does not have any partner. He has no parents or children. He does not need anything and everything needs Him. There is nothing equal to Him.

One day, the Prophet (S) and some of his companions were going out. On the way they saw an old woman working at a spinning-wheel and heard her praising Allah for His bounties. 

The Prophet (S) went up to her and enquired about her health.

Then he said to her: "Your faith in Allah is good to see. Would you tell me what made you believe in Allah ?" 

On hearing this, the woman stopped working on the spinning-wheel, thought for a while and then replied: "O Prophet of Allah ! You see this spinning-wheel. As long as I don't move it, it can't spin. When this happens with such an ordinary thing, how can it be possible that such a big universe should work so well without a driving force? There must be someone to run it. One who must be controlling every detail. That can only be Allah, who is the Creator and the Master of Everything! "

The Prophet (S) was very pleased with the old woman's reply. He told his companions:  "Just see how this old lady has come to know about Allah in such a fine and simple way. Your faith in Allah should also be firm like hers."

Adaalat (Justice of God)

Adaalat means that Allah is Just. He is not a tyrant. He will reward everybody according to his or her deeds. Those who obey His commands will be awarded a place in Paradise and those who disobey Him will be sent to Hell.

Sometimes we think that Justice means fairness and injustice means unfairness. This is not completely correct.

When the word Justice is used for Allah, it means that He keeps a balance between the needs of all His creatures.

The following story will make you understand better how Allah is ‘Adil (Just):

In a town lived a doctor, a baker and a robber. In the morning, they all prayed to Allah to increase His blessings to them. 

That day, the robber was planning to rob the baker. Instead he fell ill and had to go to the doctor. The baker did not make much money at all that day, because it rained and all his customers stayed at home. 

Now let us study this story.

The robber fell ill - so it seems that he was treated unfairly by Allah.

The doctor got an extra patient (the robber!) so it seems he was treated fairly by Allah.

The baker lost business due to the rain so it seems he was treated unfairly by Allah.

So was Allah Just to all of them? 

We see that fairness and unfairness does not describe Adaalat fully. To understand it we must realise that Allah keeps a balance between the needs of all His creatures.

Now let us study the story again:

The doctor did get blessings from Allah because he got an extra patient.

The robber did get blessings from Allah because his illness saved him from the sin of stealing.

The baker did get blessings from Allah because even though he did not do much business, he was not robbed.

So we see that Adaalat means that Allah keeps a balance between the needs of all His creatures.

Aqaid Chapter 03
BRIEF DISCUSSION ON USOOL-E-DEEN - PART 2

Nabuwwat (Prophethood)

Nabuwwat means Prophethood. It calls for the belief in the Prophets sent by Allah from time to time to guide the people. Allah sent 124,000 in all. Prophet Adam (A) was the first prophet and Prophet Muhammad (S) was the last prophet sent by Allah.

Two men were travelling together and became friends. When they reached their town, one of them invited the other to his house for dinner the next day. However, he did not give him his address or phone number. His friend wanted to go to his house for dinner, but how could he? He did not know how to get there.

When Allah created us, it was so that we should worship Him. If he had not sent down Prophets (A) to guide us, how would we have known what to do to please Him? It was because He wanted us to find Him that He sent so many Prophets (A) to teach and guide us.

Imaamat (Successors of the Prophet)

After the death of Prophet Muhammad (S) the duty of guiding the Muslims was the responsibility of the Imams (A). Allah chose 12 Imams (A). Imam Ali (A) was the first and Imam Mahdi (A) is the last Imam. By the will of Allah he is still alive today. He is the Imam (A) of our time. 
One day a man made a very clever machine. Many people found the machine useful and used it all the time. 

Before he died, the man taught his student how to fix the machine if it ever got spoilt. After his death, whenever the people had any questions about their machines, they would go to the student, and he would always answer their questions.

Similarly, although the Prophet (S) had brought all the laws of Islam, after his death there needed to be someone who could answer the peoples’ questions. These were the Imams(A), who were chosen by Allah to carry on with the Prophet’s (S) work.
Qiyaamat (Day of Judgement)

Qiyaamat means the Day of Judgement or Resurrection. The day when everyone will be brought back to life to account for their deeds. Then, according to their deeds, they will be either be rewarded by being sent to Heaven or punished by being sent to Hell.

There was a Muslim man who began to drink alcohol. He used to do it secretly in his house. One day a small boy walked into his room and saw him. Now the man was terrified. Would the boy tell someone what he had seen? How would the man face his family and friends in the mosque? He could not sleep at nights as he worried about everybody finding out about his drinking.

What a strange man! He was more scared of a little boy than of Allah. Allah sees all we do and there will be a day when we will have to account for all we have done. That will be the Day of Judgement.

Aqaid Chapter 04
God, the Source of Creation 


As my father finished the last mouthful of his lunch, he said. “Ai-Hamdulillahi Rabbil-’Alamin”. 


“Father”, I said, “what does this mean? Why do you say this sentence every time you finish your meal?” 


“My son”, said my father, “with this sentence we praise God and thank Him for His blessings; God who created and cares for all things. God bestowed on us all these blessings and whenever we use them we must thank Him. 


“You know, Ahmad, the blessings of God are so many that we cannot even count them. Think about this meal, see what blessings God has bestowed on us: 


“We see the food with our eyes. 

With our hands we take it and put it into our mouths. 

We close our mouths with our lips, and move it in our mouths with our tongues. 
We chew it with our teeth and then we swallow it. 

All this looks simple, yet it is very exact and wondrous”


For example, take a look at your hands and fingers and see how beautiful and shapely they are. You can open and close your fingers just as you wish, and you can form them in any shape you want. You can turn your hand in any direction at will. Your hands and fingers serve you as needed. Have you ever considered what we would do if our hands were not at our disposal in this way?. The creation of our teeth is also very interesting and very exact. Look at your teeth in the mirror. Some of them are pointed and sharp and are used for cutting the food, while others are good for tearing the food, but most of them are used for crushing the food and making it soft. How could we eat if we had no teeth? How could we eat the different kinds of food if all our teeth were alike? 


“My son, more wonderful than all of this is saliva. Saliva is necessary for digesting food, and that is why the more a mouthful is chewed, the better and sooner it is digested. Furthermore, saliva makes the food wet so that it is easily swallowed. 
“Saliva is made by three pairs of small glands called ‘salivary glands’. What would we do if our mouths were dry? 


“Could we eat? 
“Could we speak? 


“Just look at saliva, what a blessing it is! What useful and important work it does. 


“Now my son, tell me: “Who was thinking of us and knew that our mouths had to be wet? Or that saliva is necessary for digesting food and for speaking? 
“Who was thinking of us and knew that we needed lips and a mouth? 
“Who was thinking of us and knew that we needed hands and fingers just like this?” 


I had been listening to my father very carefully and the answer was clear. I said, “Evidently God has been thinking of us. He knew of our necessities and He created everything that we require” 


“Well done son.” said my father. “You are absolutely right.” 


“Salivary glands didn’t come into existence just by themselves” 
“Our lips, mouth, teeth and fingers didn’t come into being at random, just by themselves. 


“This symmetry, order and harmony is the best proof that the creation of all this stems from an all-knowing being of infinite power. 


“That all-knowing being and that source of creation is “God”. My son, when a human-being perceives His gifts, he automatically utters His beautiful name, and praises Him and thanks Him for His blessings. 


“Ahmad, ‘Al-HamduIillahi Rabbil-Alamin’ means, ‘Praise be Allah’s, Lord and Exalter of the world.” 

Think and Answer: 

1. What did Ahmad ask his father? 
2. What did Ahmad’s father say after eating his meal? Whom 
did he thank? 
3. Can you count God’s blessings? Why not? 
4. Which blessings did Ahmad’s father speak about to his 
son? 
5. What is the point and purpose of the creation of “salivary 
glands”? 
6. What did Ahmad’s father ask when he said,”Speak, tell 
me?” What did Ahmed say in reply? 
7. What does the symmetry, order and harmony, which is in 
the creation of our bodies, signify? 
8. What does “Al-HamduIillahi Rabbil-Alamin’ mean? 
9. 1-low do you thank God after eating your meal? What do 
you say? 
10. What do you say when you want to start your meal? Why? 


Exercises: 

Read this lesson once out loud. 


Talk about the lesson to your friends. 


Think up some other questions and have your friends answer them. 

Experiment and Think: 1 

Close your fingers into a fist. Now, using only the closed fingers of one hand, pick up a pencil and write... Pick up a spoon and eat with it... Can you? 


If we had no fingers, how could we write? How could we eat? 


If our fingers didn’t open and close when we wanted them to, what would we do? 


Now, open your fingers and keep them still. With those same fingers, pick up a pencil.., write the name of God 


Pick up a spoon and eat . Can you? 


So, God is very Wise and very Kind to have given us the use of fingers which open and close at our will. 


Who, other than the “All-knowing and Almighty God”, can make such good fingers for us? 


Experiment and Think: 2 

Keep your lips still. Now speak... Can you? Can you say every word? 


When you keep your lips open, can you chew your food? Doesn’t the food fall out of our mouth? 


What do you do with your tongue? 
— You speak. 
— You taste food. 
— What else? 


Can you keep your tongue still while chewing your food? Experiment, when we eat, how does our tongue help us? 


If we had no tongue, how would we eat? How would we speak? 

Who, other than the “All-knowing and Almighty God”, can create lips and a tongue for us?

Experiment and Think: 3 


Move the tip of your tongue around your mouth. What 
do you feel? 
— Teeth 
— The roof of your mouth 
— Gums 
— What else? 

Now swallow your saliva. Now suck. Does your mouth become totally dry? Where did the new saliva come from? 


Do you know what would happen without it? 


You couldn’t speak anymore, you couldn’t eat anymore, and your mouth would become totally dry. 


Do you know the names of all these blessings? How many are they?  

Who thought of you and created them for you?

Who other than the “All-knowing and Almighty God”, can make them for us? If our Creator wasn’t All-Knowing and Almighty, how could He have thought up all the things we need? How could He have created them? 

Aqaid Chapter 05
Water: the Life- Bestowing Blessing of God 


When we become thirsty, what do we do? 
Yes, we drink water. All of us need water. 


When the animals become thirsty, what do they do? 
Yes, they drink water. The animals also need water. 


Do plants also become thirsty? 
Yes, plants also become thirsty, they also need water, but they do not drink water like us. No, they take water from the earth with their roots. 


If plants don’t receive water, they will become dry. 
If animals don’t drink, they will die of thirst. 
If there is no water, we, too, will die of thirst. 
If there is no water, wheat and barley will not grow, then we will have no bread to eat. 
If there is no water, fruit trees will dry up, then we will have no fruit to eat. 
If there is no water, all the animals will die, and then we will have no meat, milk, cheese or yoghourt to eat. 


However, God is very Kind. He created sweet, fresh water and made it available to us for us to drink, to wash ourselves in, to farm with, and for animals to drink and provide us with milk and meat. 


God loves us so He has created nice, fresh water and hundreds of other blessings for us. 


We, too, love our kind God. We thank Him for His blessings and we use them in the way he has ordered us to, so that we can live happily in both worlds. 


Experiment and Think: 

Pour a little salt in a glass of water. The water becomes salty. Can you drink this salty water to quench your thirst? 
No... Salty water adds to your thirst. 
Salty water is no good for farming either. 


Really! If all water was salty or bitter, what would we do? We would have no bread, no meat, no milk, no cheese;.., then what would we eat? 


Really! If water was absorbed by the earth and disappeared, what would we do? How would we live? Could we stay alive? 


So, God is very kind to have created drinkable water and to have made it available for us. 


If plants don’t receive water, they dry up. 
If animals don’t drink water, they die of thirst. 
If there isn’t any water, we too die of thirst. 
So we must work and strive and benefit from water and the other gifts God has created for us, and we must help others, especially the deprived. 





Aqaid Chapter 06
Apple Tree 

The apple is a useful and delicious fruit. Perhaps you have eaten this pretty fruit. Our body needs the substances in the apple and God created the apple tree to meet this need of ours. 


An apple tree, in order to produce an apple, needs the following things: 
1. Water 
2. Minerals, which exist in the soil. 
3. Carbon-dioxide gas, which exists in the air. 
4. The light and energy of the sun. 


The root of an apple tree takes water and minerals from the soil. 


The tree trunk and branches, by means of various pipes, take the water and the minerals up to the leaves, and carbon- dioxide enters the leaves through their tiny pores, and the sun shines on the leaves. 


With the help of sunlight, the leaves make a delicious syrup from the water, minerals and carbon-dioxide and they send this syrup through very narrow pipes to the whole body of the tree. 


The apple tree consumes some of this syrup itself in order to grow, and changes the rest into those beautiful fruits, apples, for us to benefit from them. 


We enjoy eating this delicious fruit, but what is more, these beautiful fruits give strength and energy to our bodies. 


God, the All-knowing and Almighty, has put this order and harmony in the creation of the apple tree, so that it produces apples for us, and that we can benefit from its delicious fruits. We, in turn, thank Him, and plant the saplings of the apple tree and nurture them, and benefit from their tasty fruits: And we give some to family, friends and neighbors. God has created the apple tree and hundreds of other blessings for us and has given us strength, reason and intelligence for us to benefit from them. 


So we thank God and obey His commands so as to live in freedom and felicity forever. 

We know that many people of the world are too poor to receive enough fruit and other foods. It is our duty to strive to aid the deprived and defend their rights. We combat poverty, unemployment and exploitation so that one day, soon, everyone will live in comfort and ease. 


Think and answer: 


1 What things does the apple tree need in order to produce apples? 
2. How do the leaves receive water and minerals? 
3. Where does carbon-dioxide exist and how does it enter the leaves? 
4. With the help of what energy do the leaves produce apples? 
5. Who put this symmetry, order and harmony into the apple tree so that it can produce apples for us? 
6. Whose orders must we follow in order to live in freedom and happiness? 
7. How, and in what path, must we use the blessings of 

God? 

8. How can we properly thank God for all His blessings? 
9. Does everyone have enough access to fruit and other 

foods? 

10. What is our duty towards the poor and deprived? 


God, the Good, the Kind, has created fruit trees and has put order and harmony in their creation, so that they can produce for us these beautiful and delicious fruits. It is our duty to cultivate the earth, plant fruit trees, water them and care for them and, finally, benefit from their beautiful and delicious fruits, and be the means of others benefiting from them too. 


Can you plant a sapling of a fruit tree? 

Aqaid Chapter 07
God, the All-Knowing, the All-Powerful

Plants are very beneficent and helpful. They produce more food than they use themselves and the surplus food they save for us. The surplus food of fruit trees, like apple, cherry and orange trees, takes the form of beautiful fruits. 


Carrot, potato and onion plants, save their surplus food in their roots. 


Wheat, pea, bean and lentil plants reserve their surplus food in their grains. 


Really, if plants didn’t have leaves, how could they produce food? 


If the leaves didn’t have pores, where would the carbon- dioxide of the air enter? 


Our kind God has created leaves for plants and provided pores for their leaves so that the green leaves are able to make food. 


If the plants made just enough food for themselves, wnat would we eat? What would animals eat? 


But our Merciful God has created plants in such a way that they produce more food than they use themselves. 


If plants didn’t receive sunlight, with what energy would they produce food? But our All-Knowing and Almighty God has created the sun in such a way that the plants receive enough of its light for the leaves of the plants to be able, with the help of the light and energy of the sun, to produce food. 

So, God knows everything and is able to do all things: 


He knew that we need food and that we cannot make it ourselves; and therefore He has created the green leaves of plants and has provided pores for them, in order for them to be our food-producing factories


He knew that these tiny factories need the sun’s light and energy, and He has created the sun in such a way that the leaves of plants—these little factories—receive the right amount of its light and energy. 


If God was not All-Knowing, He would not know what things we need. 


If God was not Almighty, He could not make the things we require. 


And if God was not Generous and Merciful, and Kind and Compassionate, He would not have bestowed on us all these blessings. 


So, now we know that: 
God is “Alim’’ (All-Knowing)
God is “Qadir” (All-Powerful)
God is “Rahman” (Generous and Merciful)

God is “Rahim” (Kind and Compassionate) 


So now we have realized that the Creator of this great universe is God the All-Knowing, the All-Powerful, the Merciful and Compassionate. He created us and has put the world at our disposal, and has commanded us to work hard in cultivating the earth, and to obey only Him so as to live in dignity and freedom forever. The sun, the moon, trees plants and animals are all at our disposal and all work constantly to provide our sustenance. We too must work hard for God and His servants, and must strive to meet their needs. 


Questions: 
1. How do plants provide food for themselves? 
2. Do plants produce just enough food for themselves? 
3. Can people produce food for themselves without the help of plants? 
4. What do plants need in order to produce food? 
5. Who was aware of the needs of plants and met those needs? 
6. Knowing that plants produce more food than they need themselves, what do we realize? 
7. How do we trace the Knowledge and Power of our Creator? 
8. How do we realize that He is Merciful and Compassionate? 
9. In order to live in dignity, freedom and comfort, what must we do? 
10. Now that we benefit from all God’s blessings, what are our primal duties? 

Exercises: 

a. Recite the lesson in a loud voice without any pauses or 

b. Write a summary of the lesson. 

c. Think up three more questions and ask your friend to answer them. 

d. Tell the members of your family about this lesson. 

Aqaid Chapter 08
The Race

That afternoon, it was agreed that we would all.walk from our school to a nearby village famous for its flowers. The plan was that we would race each other. The whole class was ready. We were supposed to reach the mosque of the village before sunset The mosque of that village was built near a tall tree and the mosque’s minaret was also very tall; we could see it from our own village. 


We were all waiting for our sports teacher to announce the start of the race. When he did so, we quickly set off. Some of the boys ran, others said that at the beginning it was better to walk. We were happy and merrily we chatted amongst ourselves. On the way, we came to a stream that flowed from the same village we were going to. We became very happy and sat down at the side of the stream to wash ourselves and drink some of its fresh, cool water. 


“Children”, our teacher called out loudly, “if you are thirsty and want to drink, don’t drink too much. Otherwise you might get a stomach-ache and lag behind.” 


Upon hearing this, those of us who are bright and alert left the side of the stream and continued our walk. But some of us said that they were very thirsty, and that if they didn’t quench their thirsts they wouldn’t be able to go on. So they decided to drink a few handfuls more... 

Our teacher was running faster than all of us. Slowly, slowly the sun began to set. 

Our teacher was the first to reach the mosque of that village. I and some of my friends also reached the mosque before the sun had completely set. 


The following morning the teacher announced the winners. 


“Dear children”, he said, “yesterday these pupils tried very hard and are the winners of the race. Today lam going to give them their prizes and you should congratulate them. 


“This world is also a competition ground. We all struggle and race each other. Our race is in good deeds and in helping and working for others. 


“Those who succeed in this race are those who give more benefit to God’s servants and worship God the best. God gives these people a prize and reward in the Hereafter, and puts them in Heaven. 


“However, those who do not strive in doing good deeds and turn to ugly, unworthy deeds will be ashamed of their ugly deeds in the Hereafter and will regret them bitterly. They will not go to Heaven but will go to Hell and recerve the recompense of their ugly deeds. 


“Those who do good and those who do bad are not the same before God. God recompenses each person according to the goodness or badness of that person’s deeds. 


“If God didn’t give to those who do good a beautiful, eternal reward, what would induce us to do good deeds?

“And if God didn’t punish those who do bad deeds, what would be the difference between them and those who do good?” 

Questions: 
1. What kind of people normally win races and competitions? 
2. When the children sat down at the edge of the stream, what did the teacher say to them? 
3. Our race in this world is in doing what? 
4. What kind of people are the winners in the competition ground that is the world? 
5. What kind of people live in shame in this world and in the Hereafter?

6. Are those who do good deeds and those who do bad deeds the same before God? 
7. What reward does God give those who do good works? 
8. What is the punishment of those who do bad? 


Exercises: 
a. Write the answers to the above questions carefully in your best handwriting. 
b. Read the lesson to the members of your family. 
c. With the help of your friends and teachers, arrange a race or competition. 
d. Write a report of a race or competition and state the reason for the victory of the winners. 
e. If you have carried our exercise “c”, write a report about it and read it to your school-friends. 


Aqaid Chapter 09
Barzakh
First the “World of Ordeal” (Aalam-e-Barzakh), then the “Resurrection” 


We are not destroyed at death, we just go from this world to another world called the “Hereafter”. 


In the Hereafter, we go first to the “World of Ordeal” and then to the “Resurrection’. 
In the Holy Qur’an, God tells us, “Those who die have an ordeal until Resurrection.” 


He also commands, “Do not think that who are killed in the cause of God are dead; they are alive and receive their sustenance from their Lord.” 


God has informed us through Mohammad (S), His Holy Prophet, that when a human being dies and leaves this world, he goes to the World of Ordeal with the same appearance, and there he is subject to short questions. 


They ask him: 
Do you believe in God? 
Whose commandments have you obeyed? 
Those of God? Or of somebody other than God? 
Who is your Prophet? 
What is your religion? 
Who is your Imam? 


A person who has worshipped God in this world and was religious and who lived with true faith, will answer correctly and his faith will be obvious. After these short questions and answers, he will live in the World of Ordeal peacefully and happily until the Day of Judgment, successfully enjoying sample of the blessings of Paradise. 


Questions and Answers in the World of Ordeal 


Questions and answers in the World of Ordeal are real. People going to the World of Ordeal are really asked questions and they really have to answer them, but the questions and answers of the World of Ordeal are not the same as the questions and answers of this world. 


People in the World of Ordeal hear the questions and answer them, but not by the ears and tongue with which they used to hear and speak in this world, but by the ears and tongue of the World of Ordeal. 


It is not necessary for questions and answers always to be with these lips, tongues, mouths and ears. For example, in your dreams you speak to your friends and you hear what they say and you have a conversation with them. Is it with your ears? Is it with your tongue? Definitely not! 


Sometimes in our dreams we go places to which we have never been before, but later, when we are awake, we go there and realise that we have seen that place in our dream. 
In our dreams, with which body do we go to this place and to that place? 
In our dreams, with which eyes do we see? With which ears do we hear? 
Is it with these eyes and ears? 
Is it with our normal body? 


Definitely not, for our normal body is lying in bed and our eyes are closed. 
It is possible that you, or someone you know, has had this type of dream. 


The World of Ordeal is a real and true world, and the questions and answers of that world are also real and true, and we explained about the dream because it is a good example. 

The Holy Prophet of Islam (SAW), Muhammad (S), tells us: “Those who are bad-tampered  at home are punished in the World of Ordeal”

Amir al-Mominin AIi (AS) tells us: “Those who tell tales and backbite are punished in the World of Ordeal.” 


But those who did not accept God and His Prophets in this world, who were not obedient to the Holy Commands, and who were irreligious and cruel, cannot acknowledge God and His Prophets in the World of Ordeal either, and their disbelief makes itself manifest. 


Such people will endure hardships and tortures in the World of Ordeal, and the sufferings of the World of Ordeal for them will be samples of the sufferings of Hell. 


In the World of Ordeal, the truth about people will become clear, and so will their Irnan’ and Kufr”, their belief and disbelief. 


Those who, in this world, realty believed in “God, the Day of Judgement and the Prophets”, and performed good deeds, they will answer the questions easily, for their faith will manifest itself too. 


But those who didn’t have faith and had been bullies and oppressors and used to behave badly, these cannot give the right answers in the World of Ordeal, and their sins and disbelief become apparent. 


A sinful person shall experience samples of the sufferings in the World of Ordeal that must be suffered in Hell, and the punishment for his deeds will begin from there. 


I am Concerned About You Regarding Barzakh
 

Umar Ibn Yazid says that, “I asked Imam Ja’far as-Sadiq (a.s.), “I have heard you saying that all our Shia’s will enter Heaven however sinful they may be?” 
Imam replied, “By Allah I had truly said, they shall all belong to Heaven.”

Then I asked, “May my life be sacrificed upon you, even if their sins are great and in large number?”
Imam said, “All of you (Shias) shall enter Paradise by the intercession of the Holy Prophet (S) or his successors on the Day of Judgement. But, by Allah I fear for you the Barzakh.”
I asked,”What is Barzakh?” 

He replied, “Barzakh is the grave. Its duration commences from the time of death until the Day of Judgement.”

(al-Kāfi)
Think and Answer: 
1. Are our deeds and efforts futile? Where do we see the result of our efforts?
2. In the Hereafter, to which world do we go 
3. What does God tell us in the Holy Quran about World of Ordeal? 
4. If in this world people really have faith in God, the Day of Judgement, and the Prophets-what type of life do they have in the World of Ordeal? How do they answer the questions of that world? 
5. In the World of Ordeal, what are the people asked? 
6. In the World of Ordeal, whose faith becomes apparent?

7. The disbelief and nastiness of which people become apparent? 
8. In the World of Ordeal, can lies be told?... Why not? 
9. Which people suffer in the World of Ordeal? 
10. Are the questions and answers of the World of Onleal by means of the same ears and tongues that we have in this world? 
11. What must we do in order not to be punished in the Hereafter? 


Exercises: 

a. Read the lesson to the members of your family and discuss with them its contents. 


b. Write a summary of the lesson and read it to your school-friends. 


c. Write the answers to the first three of the questions above

Aqaid Chapter 10
How must a Guide be? 
This boy has lost his way home. To whom do you entrust him?

Who can guide him and take him home? 


Can someone take him home who doesn’t know the way? 


Would you trust a dishonest and untrustworthy person? Would you entrust this child to such a person? ...Why not? 


Would you choose someone to guide him who doesn’t know the way to the child’s home or who makes mistakes in showing the way?. Why not? 
So, a guide must:

· Know the way correctly

· Be honest and trustworthy, 

· and make no mistakes in guiding

 
A prophet is a trustworthy and honest person whom God has chosen to guide the people, to whom God has taught the path of life in this world and in the Hereafter, and to whom God has entrusted the leadership of humanity. 

How Must a Prophet Be? 


When you want to send a “verbal message” to a friend, what do you do? 


To whom do you relate the message so that your friend receives it? 


Would you choose a liar and dishonest person to carry your message?... Why not? 


So, who would you choose to deliver the message? 


Yes, the deliverer of the message must be truthful and honest, must not forget the message, and, in hearing and delivering it, mustn’t make any mistakes 


God, too, chooses a truthful and honest person to deliver His message, and relates His message to him. The Prophet correctly receives God’s message and delivers it to the people perfectly and correctly. 


Awareness and Vision: the Secret of Being Disgusted by Sins. 


Dirty clothes have been washed in this tub. 


Who is ready to drink some of the dirty water in this tub? 


If an amount of it was given to a blind and uninformed person, it is possible that he would drink it 


But how about a person who sees and is informed? 


If a person sees the dirt in the water and perceives its harmfulness, would he drink it? 


Right, every seeing and aware person who sees the ugliness and foulness of a thing will not associate himself with it; rather, he will hate it and be disgusted by it. 


Likewise, Prophets are disgusted by sins and never commit them because they see the ugliness and foulness of sin. This vision and awareness has been given to them by God. 

Questions:

I. What kind of person must a guide be? 
2. What kind of person does God choose for Prophethood? 
3. When you want to send a message, who do you say it to? Do you choose a liar to be your messenger? 
4. What qualities must a Prophet have? 
5. Would a seeing and aware person drink the dirty water from a wash-tub? Why not? 
6. Who has given vision and awareness to the Holy Prophets? 

Exercises: 

a. Ask your friend to answer the above questions. 
b. Read the lesson to one of your friends and discuss it together
c. Write the answers to the questions. 

Aqaid Chapter 11
Prophets—Aware and Infallible Guides 


God chooses an honest and trustworthy person to deliver His message to Mankind, and makes him a perfect example of religion so that, with his words and deeds, he guides mankind towards God. 


The Prophet is the best and most perfect of all human beings. In knowledge, manners, and behaviour, he is the foremost of all mankind, and God has cultured him and chosen him to be for people a leader and an example.

The Prophet knows very well the path to happiness in this world and in the Hereafter,.., because God has taught it to him. The Prophet treads this path himself and he invites people to tread the same path and leads them on it.

The Prophet knows God well and loves Him very much. He is perfectly aware of the situation in the Hereafter, and in Heaven and Hell. Good and bad morals and actions he recognizes perfectly. He sees the ugliness and foulness of sins and knows that sin pollutes the human soul. 

God, the All-Knowing and Almighty, has put this vision and awareness at the disposal of His Prophets. With this vision and awareness, the Prophet sees the ugliness and foulness of sin and knows that God doesn’t like wrong-doers and is displeased with them, For this reason the Prophet never commits a sin; rather, he is disgusted by sin. 

The Prophet delivers God’s messages to mankind without additions or deletions and without mistakes or forgetfulness. 

Because the Prophet is without sin and mistakes, people rely on him and can take example from his worth and from his deeds, and can benefit from his supervision and leadership. 

Such a person is called infallible (ma’sum) and God’s Prophets are all infallible. That is: 
They do no wrong, they neither make mistakes nor forget, they are perfectly honest and trustworthy. 
Prophets are the aware and sinless guides of mankind. 

They deliver God’s message to their people, guide them, and lead them towards God and eternal-happiness. 


Think and Answer: 


1. What qualities must a guide have? 
2. What type of person does God choose to guide mankind? 
3. What qualities must a Prophet have? 
4. What type of person does God choose to deliver His message? 
5. Why do the Prophets of God not become tainted by sins, but are inherently disgusted by them? 
6. Who has given to the Prophets this special vision? 
7. How does this special vision become the cause of the Prophet’s purity? 
8. “Perfect example of religion” means what? 
9. Which person is the perfect example of religion? 
10. Can a person who becomes tainted by sin be a perfect example of religion? 
11. When can a Prophet, in his words and deeds, be a perfect example for mankind? 
12. If the Prophet forgets and makes mistakes, can the people rely perfectly on what he says? 
13. Which person do we call infallible (ma’sum)? 


Exercises: 
a. Write a summary of the lesson. 
b. Discuss the answers to the questions of this lesson with your friend. 
c. Read the lesson to one of your friends. 

Aqaid Chapter 12
Who can be the Prophet’s Successor? 

The passengers of this aeroplane have boarded, but the pilot hasn’t come yet. It seems he has fallen sick and is unable to come. 

Who will be put in his place to fly the passengers to their destination? One of the passengers? 
...The stewardess?... A passer-by?... Who? 

Will they elect someone to take the place of the pilot who doesn’t have the awareness and vision of this skill? 

Would the passengers have confidence in him? Would they fly with him? 
Who can become the pilot’s replacement? 

Definitely it must be someone who knows how to fly a plane and has the ‘insight and awareness” of this skill. 

Now, with regard to this example, can you say: 

Who can be the “Imam”? 

Who can be the Prophet’s replacement? 

How must the Prophet’s replacement be? 

Can someone who doesn’t have the vision and awareness to guide the people, be the prophet’s replacement? 

Is someone who doesn’t know the rules of religion properly, who sins and makes mistakes, be worthy of successor-ship? 

Would people have confidence in him? 

Who knows better which person is capable of succeeding the Prophet?... God, or the people? 

Of course, God knows better and that is why He appoints the capable person to be the Prophet’s replacement and orders the Prophet to place his divine vision and awareness at his successor’s disposal. The Prophet acts according to God’s command and picks the person out to be his successor and introduces him to the people as such. 

The successor of a Prophet is called an “Imam”. 

Imam, the Prophet’s Infallible Successor 


The Prophet, according to God’s command, selects an honest and trustworthy person to be his successor and to perform his tasks after him. 


The Imam is a trustworthy and honest person selected by God for Imamate and Leadership of Mankind. The Prophet, according to God’s command, introduces this person so that by words and deeds he guides mankind towards God, and the people take example from him and follow him in the way they live their lives. 


The Prophet, with the permission of God, places his vision, knowledge and awareness at the disposal of his successor for him to correctly lead and guide the people. The Imam knows the laws and instructions of religion (as God and the Prophet have taught him), and communicates this to the people. The Imam, like the Prophet, is a perfect example of religion and acts perfectly in accordance with religious instructions. 

The Imam, like the Prophet, sees the ugliness and foulness of sin and because of this vision and awareness he never commits sins, rather he is disgusted by them. 

Because the Imam, like the Prophet, commits no sins and makes no mistakes, people have confidence in him and are able to follow his words and actions. 

The Imams (twelve Imams) are all infallible. This means that: 
They commit no sin, they are perfectly honest and trustworthy, and they fully and correctly communicate the laws and instructions of religion to the people. (That is, they never make mistakes or forget anything.) 


Think and Answer: 
1. Who can be an Imam and replacement for the Prophet? 
2. Can someone who is a sinner or forgetful become the Imam of Muslims?... Why not? 
3. What does “perfect example of religion” mean? 
4. Why is the Imam disgusted by sins? 
5. Who provided the Imam with special vision and awareness? 
6. ‘The Imam is infallible’; what does this mean? What is the Arabic word for infallible? 
7. What is the Divine responsibility of the Imam? 

Aqaid Chapter 13
Shia 


Imam ‘Ali (AS), was the first Muslim and the best. He used to listen well to the words of the Prophet. He used to obey the Prophet’s instructions and, in all his actions, was perfectly submissive to them. He always helped and assisted the Prophet and struggled in the way of righteousness. 


During the time of the Prophet, a group amongst the Muslims were friends of ‘Ali and, together with Ali, strove and struggled for the advancement of the “religion of Islam”. These Muslims always used to take example from ‘All’s speech, behaviour, manners and morals, and, like ‘Ali, they used to obey the instructions of the Prophet. 


Our Holy Prophet used to speak to ‘Ali and that distinguished group in this fashion; 

“0 ‘Ali! You and your “Shia” are the best people on the earth.” 

Also, sometimes when he saw ‘Ali with his friends, he would point to them and say, 

“This youth and his Shia” are the successful ones.” 


This distinguished group who really had conviction, was named by the Holy Prophet, “Shia. 


So. from that very day, a Muslim who followed Imam ‘All in behaviour, speech, ethics, morals, and righteousness, was called a Shia (Shia means follower”). 

We Shia believe in what our Holy Prophet said, that, after the Prophet twelve Imams, one after the other, have attained to leadership and Imamate. The first Imam is the Holy Imam ‘Ali, Amirul Momineen— upon whom be peace— and the twelfth Imam is the Holy Imam Mehdi— upon whom be peace. 

Another group of Muslims are called “Sunni” or ‘ahle tasannun’ or ahle sunnah”. 

These Muslims recognize Imam ‘Ali as being the fourth of the rightly guided successors of the Prophet, and does not believe in the concept of Imam being appointed by Allah
Aqaid Chapter 14
Allah, the Knowing, the Mighty 

Our bodies are in need of a variety of different foods. What would we do if we didn’t have a variety of food? Could we be able to walk and carry out our activities? 
For the health of our bodies, we must drink a certain amount of water. What would we do if there was no water? 
What would we do if we didn’t have a mouth to eat and drink with? 
What would we do if we didn’t have teeth to chew our food with? 
Happily, everything we need in life exists in the world. We need various fruits-which exist. We need various kinds of vegetables-which exist. We become thirsty and need water which exists. 
Do you know who knew all our needs, and created things to meet each and every one of them? How do we give our thanks for all these blessings? 
We also have a mouth to eat and drink with. We have hands to pick up food and put it in our mouths. We have a stomach to digest the food with. We have eyes to see with, ears to hear with and a tongue to taste and speak with. 
Whatever we are in need of for our health and growth exists in the world. 
From this order and special relationship that exists between ourselves and the rest of creation. we realise that: 
· It was the All-Knowing and Almighty Creator Who created us, and that He foresaw all the things that we would he in need of. 
· That Creator is Allah, Who is both All-Knowing and Almighty. 
· If He wasn’t All-Knowing, He would not have known what things we need. 
· If He wasn’t Almighty, He would not have been able to create those things. 
So now we realize that Allah is All-Knowing (‘Alim) and Almighty (Qadir). 
Allah is kind and loving to all His creatures. He has created all these blessings for everyone. All of us have the right to life and to enjoy His blessings. But many of us are deprived of His blessings by the crimes of criminal oppressors. 
Many of us do not have sufficient access to the proper amount of food and fruit. Some of us are even deprived of drinkable water. Muslims must think and care about others. 
A Muslim must never eat and drink as much as he or she likes, without sparing a thought for the poor and deprived. We must all strive hand in hand to make this world a better place to live in and meet the needs of the poor and defend their trampled rights. 
Exercises 
a. Can you recite this lesson fluently without committing any error? Conduct a recitation competition with your friend to find out which one of you is better. 
b.Think up three questions from this lesson and ask your friend to answer them. 
c. Think up another exercise and carry it out. 






















































































































TAWHEED





NABUWWAT





ADAALAT





Day of Judgement





Oneness of God





IMAAMAT





QAYAAMAT





Successors of the Prophet





Justice of God





Prophethood





USOOL E DEEN ARE ROOTS OF RELIGION. THERE ARE 5. 





THESE ARE TAWHEED, ADALAT, NUBUWWAT, IMAAMAT & QAYAAMAT
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